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UETBODtST EPia COPAL 

rly Btl^vtd Brtthrai, 

f% tbink it expedient to give jrou a brief ac 
of the rise of Methodism, ooth in Europe and 
ca. " In 17^, two joung men, in Enslaiid, 
Bne the Bible , ww they could iiot bo saveiTwith- 
{bi^nciU: followed liter it, and incited othera 
B do. In 1737, tbej aaw likewiae, that men uo 
JMrl before lliey lire sanclified -. but still holioeBa 
p their i-bject, God then thiust them ot 

I the je»T 17B6, Philip Embnry.a local preaeliar 

Mcictj, from IrHlaad^ began to preach in the 

Ifof New-York, and formed a Kociet; of his own 
^^—fttwD and the citJ^HQii ; nnd the flame year^ 
a Webb proof hod in a liired room near Ibe 
u. Abont the Bamo lime, Robert Strawbridgc, 
J preacher from Ireland, settled in Frederic 
, in the state of Maryland, and preachJuff 
ae societiM. The fint MethodiA 
ubailtin New-Tork in 1766 or 1769 ; and 
■ Richard Boardman and JoBCjih Pilrooor 
a New-Tork ; who were the fint rceiJar 
Jilt preachers on the eontineol. In tho htter 
f the year 1771, FranciB Ashury and Richard 
t, of Ihe eame order, came over. 

■ that God'i deiifpi in raising up the 
Ailed Mctbodiste, in America, was to 
It (IM warili of Mctn. WciIcTt iJienaeltH, 



I 

; IV ADDRESS, £1C. 

reform the continent, and spread Scripture ho! 
over these lands. As a proof hereof, we have 
smce that time, a great and glorious work of 
£rom New-Tork tmrough the Jersey, Pennsyh 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North and i 
Carcdma, and Cireorgia ; as also of late, to th 
tromities of the western and eastern states. 

We esteem it otn duty and privilege most 
nestly to recommend to you, as members oi 
church, our form of DisciPLfRC, which has 
founded on the experience of along series of y 
as also on the obiservations and remarks we 
made on ancient and modem churches. 

Wa wish to see this little publication in the 1 
of every Methodist ; and the more so, as it coz 
the articles of religion maintained more or le 
)MUt or in whole, by every reformed church i 
world. '- 

Far from wishing you to be ignorant of any < 
doctrines, or any part of our discipline, we < 
you to read, mark, learn, and inwardly digea 
whole. Tou ought, next to the word of God, U 
core the Articles and Oanons of the Chur< 
which you belong. — This present edition is 
and chef^, and we can assure you that the pro! 
the sale of it shall be applied to charitable pur] 
We remain your very afiectionate brethrei 
pastors, who liUMur night and day, both in f 
and in private, for your good. 

WILLIAM M'KENDRI 
ENOCH GEORGE, 
ROBERT R. ROBER" 
JOSHUA SOULE, 
ELUAH BEDDING 
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UBFBODIST EPISCOPAL CHUBCII. 



CHAPTER I. 



Xg At Origin ef tkt Mclh-idiM Epacopal Chircli. 
Tmk preachers ao<i memberB or our BociRty 
H geDetsl, being convinced tliat there was a 
pMt deficiency of vita] relii{ion in the church 
aT England in America, and being in many 
,}hMf dffllitute or the Christian HacrBments, 
•tMvend of the clergy hud forsaken their 
dmcbes, requested the lale Rev. John Wes- 
ijffa lake such measures, in his wisdom and 
podmce, as would aflbrd iliem suitable relief 
■ ibeir dislresa. 

la consequence of this, our venerable 
,Kead, who, under God, had been the 
* ■ r of the great revival of religion now 
iding over the earth, by the means of ■, 
^Methodists, determined to ordain minis- * 
America; and for this purpose, in ihf J 




year 17S4, sent over three regularly orJain 
clergy ; but preferring the eptscnpal mode 
church government to any other, tie solemi 
set apart, by the imposition of his hands a 
prayer, one of them, viz, Tknmns Cake, Di 
tor of Civil Law, late of Jesus College, in I 
University ofOsford, and a Presbyter of I 
Church of England, for the episcopal oiBt 
and having delivered to him letters of episi 
pal orders, commissioned and directed hira 
set apart Praiicis Aibury, then general ase: 
ant of the Methodist society in America, 
the same episcopal office ; he, the said Fr, 
cis Asbury, being first ordained deacon a 
elder. In consequence of which, the s: 
Francis Ashary was solemnly set apart 
the said episcopal office by prayer, and I 
imposition of the hands of the said Than 
Coke, other re|!;idurly ordained ministers 
aisting in the sacred ceremony. Al wh. 
lime the General Conference, held at B 
timore, did unanimously receive the s 
Thojii'is Cvke and Fnoins Asbury. as Ih 
bishops, being fully satisfied of the validit] 
their episcopal ordination. 



Sec. 2. Articles of Religion. 



ARTZai.BB OF BBXIOXOV. 

I. Of Failh in the Hnbj Trinity. 

There is but one living and trne God, 
ererlaating, without bodj' or parts, of itiRnilc 
power, wisdom, and goodness : tlie maker 
and preserver of all things, visible and invi^ 
Bible. — And in unity of this Godhead, there 
are three persons of one substance, power, 
and eternity ; — the Father, the Son, and the , 
Holy GhosL 

11. 0/ the iFoTd, or Son of God, who was mado 

The Son, who ia the Word of the Father, 
llie very and eternal God, of one substance 
_irhh the Father, took man's nature in the 
Womb of the blessed Virgin ; so that two 
whole and perfect natures, that is to say, the 
Godhead and manhood, were joined toge- 
ther in one person, never to ba divided, 
whereof i" one Christ, very God and very 
man, who truly sutfered, was cruciGed, dead 
md buried, to reconcile his Father to us, 
|pd to be a sacritice, not only for oiiginaJ 
Hilt, but also for actual s\ns of nv<^^- 



tur^ 



8 Arlidci o/Reiigioa. Ch. 

1(1. Of the ResaTTtcLien of Ckrisl. 

Clirist did truly rise again from the di 
nnd took again liis body, with alt things 
pertaining to the perfection of man's nati 
wherewith he ascended into heaven, 
there sitleth until he return lo judge all men 
at the last day, 

IV, Ofthellaty Gkott. 

Tlic Holy Ghost, proceeding from tlwl 
Father and the Son, is of one aubBtan06i4 
majesty, and glory, with the Falher and tbij 
Son, very and eternal God. 

The Holy Scriptures contain all things 
necessary to salvation : so tliat whatsoever 
in not read therein, nor may be proved 
thereby, is not to be required of any man, 
that it should be believed as an article of 
tailh, or be thought requisite or necessary to 
Ralvation. In the name of the Ifoly Scriiv 
ture. we do understand those canonical boor 
of the Old and New Testament, of whr 
Authority was never any doubt in the chu' 
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^ 3. Artiekt of Religion. 

Ttu namts of tha Canonical B^kt. 
QenesU 
Exodus, 
Leviucus, 
NtJDiberf, 
Deuteronomy, 
Joshua, 
Judges, 
Ruth, 

The First Book of SBmnel, 
The SecoHd Book of Samuel, 
The First Book of Kings, 
The Second Book of Kings, 
The First Book of Chronicles, 
The Second Book of Chronicles, 
The Book of Ezra, 
The Book of Neliemiah, 
The Book of Esther, 
The Booh of Job, 
The Psalms, 
The Proverbs, 

Eccle.siastes or ihc Preacher, 
Cantica, or Songs of Solomon, 
Four Prophets the greater, 
Twelve Prophets the less : 
the Books of the New Testament, 
commonly received, we do receive 
' eanonieil. 
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10 Articles of Religion. Ctdf 

VI. 0/ lU Old Testament. ' 

The Old Tesiameot is not contrary ( 
the New ; for both in the Old and Nei 
Testament, everlasting life is offered t 
mankind b; Ciirisl, who is the only Mc 
diator between God and man, being bot 
God . and man. Wlierefore they arc nc 
to be heard, who feign that the old fathei 
did look only for transitory promises. A 
though the law given from God by Mosei 
as touching ceremonies and rights, doth n( 
bind Christians, nor ought the civil precepi 
thereof of necessity be received in any con 
monwealth: yet, notw it i islanding, no Chrii 
tian whatsoever is free from the obedience I 
the commandments which are called mora 

Vir. Of Originator Birth Sm. 

Original sin standeth not in the followin 
of Adam, (as the Pelagians do vainly talk 
but it is the corruption of the nature of ever 
man, that natumliy is engendered of the ol 
spring of ^dam, whereby man is very far gon 
from original rlghteousneas, and of his ow 
nature inclined to evi), and that continuail} 
VIII, OfFrtcWilL 

The condition of man aller the fall < 
Adam is such, that he cannot turn and pn 
pare himself, by his own natural strength an 



u 



Articles of Religion. II 

'Ics, to faith, and calling upon God; wher^ 
? have no power to do good work^ 
uit and acceptable to God, without ibe 
« of God by Christ preventing us, tbat we 
f have a good will, and working with ns, 
n we have that good will. 

IS. Of tki Justification of Man. 

re accounted righteous before God, 
for the merit of our Lord and Saviour 
Christ by faith, and not for our own 
m= or deservings : — Wherefore, that we 
juBtiGed by faith only, is a moat whole- J 
— doctiiae, and very full of comfort. 

X. Of Good Works. ^ 

Although good works, which are the friAa 

"lith, and follow after justiticaiion, cannot ■ 

away our sins, and endure the severity of 

''b judgments : yet are they pleasing and 

iptable to God iu Christ, and spring out 

i a true and lively faith, insomuch that by 

nn a lively faith may be as evidently knovrn . 

a tree is discerned by it^ fruit. 

XI. Of (Fori* of Suprrcrogatian. 

Voluntary works, besides over and above 
lod'scommaodments, which are called works 
f ■upererogation, cannot be taught wittwnt 
irroganry and impiety. For by them m«i 
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12 Articles of Religion. 

lio declare tha.t they do oot only render untol 
God as much as they are bound to do, bnd 
that they do more for liis sake than ofbounde^ 
duly is required : whereas Christ saith ptain^ 
ly, When ye have done aJI that is commandetll 
you, say, We are uoproGtable servants. 4 
XII. Cf Sin 4iflcr Just^fitalion. J 

Not every sin willingly commitled aftw. 
justificatian< is the sin against the Ha\y. 
Ghost, and unpardonable. Wherefore, the 
grant of repentance is not to be denied to 
such as fall into sin after Justification: afler 
we have received the Holy Ghost, we may 
depart from grace given, and fall into sin, 
and by the grace of God, rise again and 
amend our lives. Awl thcref'ire thoyare to 
be condemned, who say they can no more 
sin as long as they live here : or deny the 
place of forgiveness to such as truly repent, 
XIII. 0/(Ao Church. 

The visible Church of Christ is a congre- 
gfttion of faithful men, in which the pure word 
of God is preached, and the sacraments duly 
administered according to Christ's ordinance 
in all those things that of necessity are reqoi 
site to the same. 




IIETBCHIIST 

D*arly BcUiTtd Brethren, 

We think it expedient to s 

of the rise arMBthadisiii, both In Europe ant 

In 1729, two youne mon, in England, 1 

-cBdioK the Biblo. raw they couM not he savedwilh- - 

■It hidiness : (allowed after it, and incited othen i 

jD to do. In 1T3T, thej uw likewise, that mon u* 

I JDatified before tlieynre aanctified : but still holineiB 

I «B> ihoiriJiject. God then Ihrust them out to rsiM 

I » hoi J people."* 

I In the feu 1766, Philip Embury, a local preacher 
I of Bar ■ociety. Trim Ireland, hegon to preuch it '' ~ 
I city of New-York, and formed a. society of his 
I MNintryinen and the citizaoB ; and the aame yeir^' 
■ ~ ■ Wobb prnaohod in a hired room near tli% 

__... i». About the MraoiimB.RoborlSlfiitt'hridfO, 

k W«t preacher from Icelimd, settled in Fredeiis 

tsKBitf, in the state of Maryland, and preaching' 

Avn formed aome aocietiea. The firtt MethotlMl 

^nivhwaibuiltmNewVorkiDlTr>8orl7G9; and 

h 176!) Rjcliard Boardman and Joge|>h Pilmow 

Kew-Tork ; who were Ific firat rerulM 

It preachers on the continent. In iho iattav 

W year 1771, Froacii Aabury and Hichard 

,_, af Uw »«mii order, cams over, 

balieTa that God's design in raising up tbk 

Methodists, in America, waa lt| 
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EPIBCOrAL 

y Bttored Brtlkren, 

tt think it oipeilient to Eive you u briaf 3c- 

it of the rifle of Methodiein, both in Europe snd 

" In 1739, two youTig men, in England, 

I Biblo, saw the; couQ not be savedwith- 

a : followed after it, and incited others 

In 1737, tfaeji taw likewise, that men are 

:d before the/ nre eanctjliad : but still holinesB 

eir bbject. God then thrust them out to ruse 

nly people."' 

ji the year 1766, Philip Embury, a local preaclier 

ir aoeisty, frnni Ireland, began to picuch in the 

:y of New-York, and formed a auciety of his own 

in snd the citizens; and the same year, 

>■ Webb preached iu a hired room near tlia 

Jti. About Ihesamo time, Robert Slrawbridge, 

J preaBher from Ireland, aettted in Frederic 

- 'i the state of Maryland, and preBChin^ 

ned some societies. The fint Methodist 

was buill in New-York in 1768 or 1769 ; and 

I Richard Boardraan and Joseph Pilmoor 

t to Now. York ; who were the firat remlar 

it preachers on the continuut. In Iha httor 

if the year 1771, Francis Asbury and Richard 

ht, oflhe sanifl order, came over. 

tieiD that Gi>d'a design in raising up the 
I called Methodists, in America, waa "' 
a tn the nonii of Mc»««. VVnlrii liwmielr*. 







XX. 0/ lie 



The oOering of Christ once made, is thrtJ 
perfect redemption, propitiation, and sati^ 
faction for all the sina of the whole world, botl 
original and actual : aud there is none othq 
satisfaction for sin but that atone. Where* 
fore the sacritico of masses, in the; whic.li H 
is commonly said, that the prinsl doth oQei 
Christ for tlie quick and the dead, to havj 
remission of pain or guilt, is a blasphemonqi 
fable, and dangerous deceit. 

XXI. Of the Marriage of Ministm. 

The ministers of Christ are not commantfJ 
cd by Ood's law either to vow the estate (rfl 
single life, or to abstain from marriage {' 
therefore it is lawful fur tlirm, as for all othei' 
Christiana, to marry at their own discretion, 
as they shall judge the same to serve best td 



XXII. Of Ac Ritcsaad Ccr- 



! of Chwches. 



It is not necessary that rites and ceremoK 
nies should in all places be the same, or e&^ 
actly alike * for they have been always difrer-j 
cnt, aud may be changed according to """ 
diversity of coimtiies, times, and men's n 



1.2. Articks (if Religion. 17 

's, so th&t nottiing be ordained againei 
d's word. — Whosoever, through his pri- 
e (adgment, willinglj and purposely doth 
mfy break the rites and ceremonies of the 
iTCh to which lie belongs, which are not 
ngnant to (he word of God, and are or- 
D^ uid approved by common aulhoriiy, 
[ht to be rebuked openly, that others may 
r to do the like, as one that oflendelh 
ttnst the common order of the church, and 
iiodeth the consciences of weak brethren. 
S*ery particular Church may ordain, 
ige, ot abolieh rites and ceremonies, t-o 
til things may be done to edification. 

5t3Cin. 0/ th> Hultrj, cf ll,c (ImUd Stam uj 
Jhiurita. 

TIk president, the congress, the general 
lemblies, the goTernar.>;, and the councils 
ttale, Oji thr delcgntrs of tAe people, are the 
of the United Slates of America, ac* 
cording to the division of poner made to 
Ibem by the constitution of the United 
8tBtw. and by the constitutions ^f their 
rwpcotive states. And the said states arr 
a Mrereign and independent iialiuii. and 
ought not to be subject to any foreign jurii^- 
diction.* 



18 Articles of Religion. Ch. I. 

XXIT. Of Chrutian Mta'r Goods. 
The richea and goods of Christians aie 
not common, as touching the right, title, 
and possession of the same, aa some do 
falsely boast. Notwithstanding, every man 
ought, of such things as lie posaesseth, 
liberally to give alms to the poor, according 
to Ilia ability. 

XXV. Of a ChTUtian .Von'» Oath. 
As we confess that vain and rash awear- 
ing is forbidden Christian men by our Lord 
JeauB Christ and James hii^ apostle ; ao we 
judge that the Christian religion doth not ] 
prohibit, but that a man may swear i ' 
the magistrate requiretli, in a cause cj~ 
and charity, so it be done according t< 
prophet's teaching, in justice, judgment, and 
^ih. 

ministerB, to be aubjoet to t!io supremD authority of 
the country whore they may reaitle, and to use all 
tBudable mauii (u enjoin obedience to the poteiri 
thai he; aad therefore It ia oxpecle^l that all our 
prenchers and people, who may be underlie British, 
or any other govs roment, wiltbehsTe themselves a* 
peaceable and orderly subjects. 



e; ao we 
doth not J 
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General CoT^erencr. 



Of Ike Gnutal and .Itmual Conferatta. 

It IB desired that dl ihiogs be considered 
on these occasioDs. a^ in the immediate pre- 
sence of God : that every person speak freely 
whatever is in his heart. 

Quest. 1. How may we best improte oar 
time at the conferences 1 

Aatw, 1. While we are conveising, let us 
b4Te an eipedal care to set God always be- 
fore us. 

2. In the inlernicdiate hours, let us redeem 
all the time we can for private exercises. 

3. Tiierein let u^ ^ive ourselves to prayer 
Cbr one anotbcr, and fur a blessing on oar 
labour. 

Cftit Central ConfrrcTKii. 

Quest, 2, Who shall compose the General 
Conference, and what are the relations and 
powers belonging to it T 

AttiW. 1, The General Conference shall 
be c^inpos»d of one member for every seven 
members of each Annual Conference, in be 
^ipo luted either by seniority or choice, 
disct<;tiDn of such annual conference : yet so 
that such representatives shall have (rarelled 
i at Ifaat (outiiill calendar vears from the "'~ " 
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SQ General Conferenet. Cfa. ] 

that they were received on trial by ao annua 
conference, and are in full connexion at thi 
lirae of holding ihe conference. 

2. The General conference Bhall meet o> 
the first day of May, in the year of enr Lon 
1812, in Ihe city of New-Vnrk, and thence 
forward on the first day of May once in Ibui 
years perpetuaJty, in such place or placei 
as ehali be fixed on by the General Conier' 
ence from time to time : bat the genera! 
Superintendents, nith or by Ihe advice of alj 
the annual conferences, or if there be nc 
general Superintendent, all the annual con- 
ferences respectively ahall have power to cat] 
a General Conference, if tiiey judge it neces- 
sary, at any time. 

3. At all times when the General Con- 
ference is met, it shall lake two thirds ol 
the representatives of all llie annual con- 
ferences to make a quorum for transacting 
bnaineas. 

4. One of the general Superintcndenta 
ahall preside in Ihe General Conference ; bq| 
in case no general Superintendent be presenti 
the General Conference shall choose a prew 
dent pro tempore. 

6. The General Conference shall have full 

Etwers to make rules and regulations for our 
hurch, under the following limitations and 
restrictions, viz. " 



1.3. Geaertd Conference. 91 

Tbe General Conference shall not re- 
Wke, alter, or change our articles of 
Religion, nor establish any new standards 
Vt rules of doctrine contrary to our pre- 
Wiit existing and established standards of 
iociriDe. 

They shall not allow of more than one 
npresentatire for every live members of 
"* umual conference, nor allow of a less 

nber than one for every seven. 
"Tbey shall not change or alter any part or 
title df oar governinent, so as to do away 
^nacopacy, or destroy the plan oF our 
knwrant izcaeral superinlendency. 
They shall not revoke or ciiange tbe gene- 
nl nieti of the United Societies. 
They shall not do away the privileges of 
^^^ miniiters or preachers of trial by a 
>ininiltee, and of an appeal : neither shall 
ley do away the privileges of our members 
■ trial tefote the society, or bj a com- 
^littee, and of an appeal. 

-They shall not appropriaie the produce of 
Book Concern, nor of the Charter 
d, to any p^rpnse other than for the 
teoefit of the trarelling, supernumerary, 
mperannuated and worn out preachers, 
Ibeir wives, widows, and children. Pro- 
ridM). netertlielesG. that upon tbe joint 
idation of aU the anntial confer- 



^9s Aimital Conferences. Ch. 1.' 

ences, then a mBJority of two thirde of the 
QeneraJ Conference succeeding, shall suf- 
fice to alter any of the above restrictions. 

Of the Annual Coifftrences. m 

Quest. 3. Who shall attend the Yeari^ 
Conferences? 

Ansa. All the travelling preachers who 
nre in full connexion, and those who are to 
be received into lull connexion. 

Quest. 4. Who shall appoint the times of 
holding the yearly conferences ! 

Amie. The bishops; but they shall al- 
low the annual conferences to sit a week at 

Quest. 5. Who shall appoint the places of 
boldiDg the annual conferences 1 

Answ. Each annual conference shall ap- 
point the place of its nwn sitting. 

Quest. 6. What is ihe method whereirf 
we naualtj proceed in the yearly confetf 
ences % 

Answ. We inquire, 

1. What preachers are admitted on trial 1 

2. Who remain on trial 1 * 

3. Who are admitted into full connexioal ' 

4. Who are the Deacons? 

5. Who have been elected and ordEuned 
Elders this year ? 

6. Who have been elected, by the a 
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of the general conference, to exercise the 
episcopal office, and superintend the Me- 
tliodist Episcopal Church in America ? 

7. Who have located this year 1 

8. Who are the aupernumerariea 7* 

9. Who are the superannuated or worn oui 
preachers ? 

10. Who have been expelled from the con- 
nexion this year ? 

11. Who have withdrawn from the connexion 
this pear 1 

IS. Are all the preachers blameless in life 
ud conversation 1 

13. Who have died this year T 

14. What numbers are in society 1 

15. What has been collected for the contin- 
gent expenses, for the making up the alloW' 
ances of the picachera, &c f 

16. How has (his been expended t 

I 17. Where are the preachers stationed this 
fear? 
18. Where and wlien shall our next confer- 
ences be held T 

Quest. 7. Is there any other business to 
'n the yearly conferences? 

* A •upemumerary preacher ia one to worn out in 

Jli> iliDeruit service ai to ba rondersd int^ipQ-Ue ol 

Jf nrahing coiutsnllf ; but at thu mAe time ia willing 

Via do uij work in tlie miniitry, which Ihe canrermce 

"-nay direct, utd bis atreng Ui enablo him to poribi— 
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Answ, The electing and ordaining of dea- 
cons and eiders. 

Quest. 8. Are there any €(ther directions 
to be given concerning the yearly confer- 
ences? 

Answ, There shall be seventeen confer- 
ences in the year. See Second Part, Sect. 1. 

A record of the proceedings of each an- 
nual conference shall be kept by a secretary, 
chosen lor that purpose, and shall be signed 
by the president and secretary; and let a 
c<^y of the said record be sent to the general 
conference. 



%,^ SECTION IV. 

Of tlie Election and dmsecration ofBishopSf and of 

their duty. 

Quest. 1. How is a bishop to be consti- 
tuted i 

Answ. By the election of the general con- 
ference, and the laying on of the hands of 
three bishops, or at least of one bishop and 
two elders. 

Quest, 2. If by death, expulsion, or other- 
wise, there be no bishop remaining in our 
church, what shall we do? 

Answ, The general conference shall 
elect a bishop; and the elders, or any 
three of them, who shall be appointed 



8k. 4. Biihops and their duty. 

bf (he general conference for thai purpose, 
bIihII ordain him according to our form of 



Hiutt. 3. Whatarethedutiesofabisht^? 
Ansa. 1. To preside in our conferences. 
2 To fii the appointme>.is of the preach- 
era for (be fie veral circuits, provided be ehtll 
not allow any preacher to remaio in the same 
station more than two years success) rely ; 
except the presiding elders, the editor and 
general book steward, the assistant editor and 
general book steward, the editor ofthc Chris- 
tian Advocate and Journal, the superniimc- 
tary, superannuated and worn out preacherE, 
I BlsaioRariesarnonglhe Indians, those jtreach- 
I «• (bat tnay be appointed to labour for the 
I Ipecial benetil of seamen, also the preacher 
■ Ot preachers that may be stationed in the city 
^(•f New Orleans, and the presidents, princi- 
B'ptla. Of teachers of seminaries of learning, 
f wfaieb are ot may be under our superintend- 
In the intervals of the conferences, (o 
[e, receive, and suspend preachers, as 
may require, and as the discipline 
lirocta. 
4. To travel through the connexion at large. 
& To oversee the spiritual and temporal 
imtnew nf our church. 
6. To onlun bishops, tildcrs, and dcBCone. 
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Quest. 4. To whom ia a bishop amenable'' 
for his conduct? 

jJnaio. To the genera! conference, who; 
have power to expel him for improper con- 
duct, if they Bee it necessary. 

Qacst. 5. What provision shall be made 
for the trial of a bishop, if he should be 
accused of immorality in the interval of the 
general conference T 

AnsiB. If a bishop be accused of imin» 
rality, three travelling elders shall call upon 
him, and examine him on the subject; and 
if the three eldnraverily believe that the bishop, 
is guilty of the crime, they shall call to their 
aid two presiding elders, from two districts in 
the neighbourhood of that where the crime 
was committed, each of which presiding 
elders shall bring with him two elders, or an 
elder and a deacon. The above mentioned. 
nine persons shall form a conference, to ex> 
amine into the charge brought against the 
bishop : and if two thirds of them verily be- 
lieve him to be guilty of the crime laid lo hia 
charge, they shall have authority to suspend 
the bishop till the ensuing general conference, 
I and the districts shall be regulated in the mean 

I time as is provided in the third and fifth Ee&- 

I tions ; but no accusation shall be received 
I against a bishop except it be delivered in 
K writing signed by those who are lo prove the 
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erime: and a copy of the accusation shall 
be given to the accused bishop. 

Q«ett. 6. if a bishop cease from travelling 
It lar^ among the people, tihall he atill exei- 
I Ctie his episcopal 'ifiice among us in any de- 
pee t 

Antw. If he cease from travelling without 
the consent of the general conference, he 
(hall not thereafter exercise the episcopal 
" in our church. 



SECTION V. 
fff the Presiding Elders, and of Ihdr Duly. 

Quuf. I. By whom are ihc presiding 
riders to be chosen ? 

Anste. By the bishops. 

Quetl. 2, What ore the duties of a presid- 
ii^ elder 7 

Answ. 1, To travel through his appointed 

. In the absence of th(^ bishop, to take 
!harge of all the ciders, and deacons, travel- 

* g and local preachers, aod cxhorters in his 
Uriel. 

' 3, To change, receive, and suspcndpreach- 
> in his district during the intervals of the 
_ paferenceB, and in the absence of the bishop, 

• the dtscipliaG directs. 
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4. In the absence of a bishop, to predc 
in the conference ; but in case there are ti 
or more presiding elders belonging to oi 
conference, the bishop or bishops may 1 
letter or otherwise appoint the president ; b 
if no appointment be made, or if the presidij 
elder appointed do not attend, the conferee 
diall in either of these cases elect the prei 
dent by ballot, without a debate, from amoi 
the presiding elders. 

6. To be present, as far as practicable, 
all the quarterly meetings ; and to call tog 
ther at each quarterly meeting, a quartei 
meeting conference, consisting of all tl 
travelling and local preachers, exhortei 
stewards, and leaders of the circuit, and noi 
else, to hear complaints, and to receive ai 
try appeals. The quarterly meeting confc 
ence shall appoint a secretary to take down tl 
proceedings thereof, in a book kept by oi 
of the stewards of the circuit for that purpos 

6. To oversee the spiritual and tempor 
business of the church in his district. 

7. To take care that every part of our di 
cipline be enforced in his district. 

8. To attend the bishops when present 
his district ; and to give them, when abser 
all necessary information, by letter, of 
state of his district. 
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Quest. 3. By wham arethepiesidiog eiders 
to be statioDed and changed ? 

Answ. By the bishops. 

Quest. 4. How fong may ihe bUhopE allow 
an elder to preside in the same district T 

Ansie. For any term not exceeding lour 
years successively. 

Quest. 5. Shall the presiding elder have 
power to employ a preacher who has been 
rejected at ihe previous annual conference? 

AastB. He shall not, unless the oonferonce 
should give him liberty under certain coudi- 

Qaesf. 6, How shall the presiding elders 
be supported 1 

AnsiB. Jf there be a aurplue of the public 
money in one or more circuits iu his district, 
he shall receive such surplus; provided, he 
do not receive more than his annual allow- 
asee. In case of a deficiency in his allow- 
ance, after such surplus is paid him, or if 
there be no surplus, he shall share with the 
preachers of his district in proportion with 
what they have respectively received, so that 
he receives no more than the amount of his 
allowance upon the whole : he shall be ac- 
countable to the annual oonfercnce, for what 
B his allowance. 
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Quest. 1. How is an elder constituted? 

Answ. By tlie elpction of amajority of the 
yearly conference and by the laying on of the 
hards of a bisliop, and some of the elders 
that a: 

Quest. 2. Wliat is the duty of a tiavelling 
elder 1 

Answ. 1. To administer baptism and the 
Lord's Supper, and to perform tlie office of 
matrimony, and all parta of divine worship. 

2. To do all the duties of a travelling 
preacher. 

No elder that ceases to travel, without the 
consent of the yearly conference, certified 
under the jiand of the president of the con- 
ference, except in case of sickness, debility, 
or other unavoidable circumstance, shall, on 
any account, exercise tlie peculiar functions 
of his ofGce, or even be allowed to preach 
among us : nevertheless the final determine 
tion in all :iuch cases is with the yearly c 
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SECTION VII. I 

O/ Ik* Elictioa and Ordinatiort nf Travelling Deo- I 

conn, and of their Duty. | 

Qtust. I. How is a travelliDg deacon coit- 

atituted T j 

AnaiP. By the election of the majority of I 

Ibe yearly conference, and the laying on of I 

ibe hands of a bishop. | 

Quest. 2. What is the duly of a travelling 

Anae. I. To baptize, and perforni the office I 

of matrimony, in the absence of the elder. 1 

2. To assist the elder in administeting the J 
Lord's Supper. 1 

3. To do all the duties of a travelling 1 
preacher. i 

Quest. 3. What ahall be the lime of pro- g 

bstioa ofa travelling deacon for the office of I 

n elder. 1 

Anite. Every travelliog deacon shall ex- I 
CTsiae that office for two years, before he be 
digible to the office of elder ; except in the 

cue of missions, when the annua) confer- . 

Micee shall have authority to elect for the j 

dder's office sooner, if they judge it cxpe- i 
dienl. 

No (ieacon who ceases to travel with- 
0UI ihe conaent of the annual conference, 
[««t1iJied umler thi hand of the president 
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of the conference^ except in case of sick 
nesSy debility, or other unavoidable circum- 
stances, sbally on any accoant, exercise the 
peculiar functions of his office, or even be 
allowed to preach among us: nevertheless, 
the final determination in all such cases ia 
with the annual conference. 



SECTION VIII. 

Of the Method of reeeitnng travelUng Preaehor^ 

and of their Duty. 

Quest, 1. How is a preacher to be re- 
ceived ? 

Answ. 1. By the annual conference. 

2. In -he interval of the conference, by a 
bishop. J the presiding elder of the district 
until the sitting of the conference. 

3. It shall be the duty of the bishops, or oi 
a committee which they may appoint at each 
annual conference, to point out a course oi 
reading and study proper to be pursued by 
candidates for the ministry : and the presi- 
ding elder, whenever such are presented to 
him, shall direct them to those studies which 
have been thus recommended. — And before 
any such candidate is received into full con- 
nexion, he shall give satisfactory evidence 
respecting his knowledsre of those particulai 



and thtir duty. 



ided to 1 



I nbjecte, wbi<^]t have been lec^in mended 
I his consideralion. 

■ 4. When n preacher's name is not printed 

■ in the minutes, he must receive a written 
HliuDBe from a bishop or presiding elder. 

H Qiies/.2, What is the duty of B, preacher I 
\ Anne. 1. To preach. 

2. To meet the societies, classes, and gen- 
vrat hands. 

3. To visit the sick. 

4. To preach in the morning, where he 
cu get hearers. — We recommend morning 
freaching at five o'clock in the summer, and 

' ill in the winter, wherever it is practicable. 
L fitUit- 3. What ate the ditecUoua given 
I (a a preacher 1 

B Ansto. I. Bo diligent. Never be uncm- 
W |l|9«i : n«ver he irtllingly employed. — Never 
I trite away time; — neither spend any more 
I tfaao U any place tlian is strictly necoBsary. 
W 8. Be serious. Let your motto be Hali- 
Uit tp the Lord. Avoid all lightness, jest- 
ing, sad foolish talking. 

3. Converse sparingly, and conduct your- 
selves prudently with women. 1 Tim. v, 2. 

4. Take no step lowardH marriage without 
first •'.onkultiug with your lirethren. 

5. Believe evil of no one withunt g:ood 
evidence ; unless you see it done, take heed 
Lgv you credit it. Put the best construe- 
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tion on every thing. You know the ji 
19 always supposed to be on the priaoiif 

6. Speak evil of no one ; because 
word, especially, would eat as doth a 
ker. Keep jour thoughts within your own 
bteast, till you come to the person cod- 
cerned. 

7. Tell every one under your care what 
you think wrong in his conduct and temper, 
and that lovingly and plainly as soon as may 
be ; else it will Tester in your heart. — 
Make all haste to cast the fire out of jour 
bosom. 

8. Avoid all affectation. A preacher of 
the gospel is the servant of all. 

9. Be ashamed of nothing but sin. 

10. Be punctual. Do every thing exactly 
at the time. And do not mend our rules, 
but keep them; not for wrath, but conscience* 

11. You have nothing to do but to save 
souls; therefore spend and be spent iri this 
work ; and go always not only to those 
that want you, but to those that want you 
most. 

Observe ! it is not your business only 
to preach so many times, and to take ci 
of this or that sociely ; but to save as ma 
u fou can; to bring aa many sinQsrs 
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-'iMl 9. and their duty. 

' fxa ean to repentance, and with al] yoar 
power Id build them up in that holinesB, 
without which they cannot see the Lord. 
And remember ! — a Methodist preacher in 
tomind every point, great and small, in the 
Hethodist discipline! Therefore you will 
need to exercise all the seuse and grace you 
htve. 

12. Act in all things not according to 
jour own will, but as a son in the gospel. 
Al BDch, it is your duty to employ your 
line in the manner which we direct : in 
preaching, and visiting iVom house to house ; 
ID reading, meditation and prayer. Above 
ill, if you labour with us in the Lord's vine- 
jird, it is needful yuu should do that part 
of the work which we advise, at those times 
ud places which we judge most for his 
glory. 

Quest. 4. What method do we use in ri?- 
ceiviiig a preacher at the conference 1 

Ansio. After solemn ranting aDd prayer, 
Cf«ry person proposed shall then be asked, 
btme the conference, the following ques- 
tkma, (with any others which may be 
thouzht necessary,) viz. — Have you faith 
in Cnrist? Are you going on to perfec- 
tion t Do you expect to l>e made perfect in 
lore in this life t Are you groanini^ after 
ii 1 Are you rewlvpd to devote yourself 
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wholly to God and his work ? Do you^ 
know the rules of society ?— of the bandfl t "** 
Do you keep them ? Do you constantly 
attend the sacrament ? Have you read the 
form of disciplinp ? Are you willing to con^ 
form to it? Have you considered the rules 
of a preacher, especially the first, tenth, and 
twelfth ? Will you keep them ^r con- 
science' sake ? Are you determined to em- 
ploy all your time in the work of God ? Will 
you endeavour not to speak too long or too 
loud ? Will you diligently instruct the chil- 
dren in every place ? Will you visit firom 
bouse to houde? Will you recommend fast- 
ingjor abstinence, both by precept and ex- 
ample ? Are you in debt ? 

We may then, if he give us satisfaction, 
receive him as a probationer, by giving hiro 
the form of discipline, inscribed thus :— To 
A. B. '* You think it your duty to call 5»|t- 
ners to repentance. Make full proof hereof ^ 
and we* shall rejoice to receive you as a fellow 
labourer.'*^ Let him then carefully read and 
weigh what is contained therein ; and if he 
have any doubt, it may be removed. Ob- 
serve ! taking on trial is entirely different 
from admitting a preacher into full connexion. 
One on trial may be either admitted or re- 
jected, without doing him any wrop<v:-« 
otherwise it would be no trial at alL ^t 
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H viKTj one that has the charge of a circuit 
H eiplaiD this to tho e who are oa trial, as 
H well u to those who ue in I'uture to be pro- 
H fo*ed (or tri^. 

H Bui no one shdl be received on trial un- 
■ kn he Arat procure a recoinmendBtion from 
r the quarterly meeting of his circuit. After 
I Wo years probation, which is to commeuce 
from his being received on trial at the an* 
unal conlereDce, and being approved by the 
aaiiual conference, and examined by tho 
president of tlie conrrence, he may be re- 
ceived into full connexion, by giving him 
Ihe farm of discipline, inscribed thus ;— 
w-Vjit Inig a$ you fret y consent Iv, and ear- 
I'wt/jr rndeaCQur to malk by tl'ise rules, we 
'J rgoiee to tuknowkdgt you as a fellow 

\ If any preacher absent hitn^lf from his 
'icuit without the leave of the presiding 
r, ihe presiiiing elder sliall, as far as pos- 
„ , cut tiis place H-itli aui.lher preacher, 
llvbu shall be paid lor his labours out of the 
" awasoe of the absent (ireacher, in propor- 
B U> the usual allowance. 
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SECTION IX. 

Of the Duties of those who have the charge qf 

Circuits. 

Quest. 1. What are the duties of the elder, 
deacon, or preacher, who has the specifd 
charge of a circuit t 

Answ, 1. To see that the other preach- 
ers in his circuit behave well, and want no- 
thing. 

2. To renew the tickets for the admission 
of members into love feast quarterly, and 
regulate the bands. 

3. To meet the stewards and leaders as 
often as. possible. 

4. To appoint all the leaders, and change 
them when he sees it necessary. 

6. To receive, try, and expel members, 
according to the form of discipline. 

6 To hold watch nights and love feasts. 

7. To hold quarterly meetings in the ab- 
sence of the presiding elder. 

8. To take care that every society be duly 
supplied with books. 

9. To take an exact account of the num- 
bers in society in their respective circuits, 
and deliver in such account to the annual 
conference, that they may be printed in the 
minutes. 
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10. To give an account of his circuit erery 
r garter to his presidiog elder. 
I 11. To meet the men and women apart, 
I io (be Iwge societies, once a quarter, wbeie- 
ner it is practicable. 
12. To overlook the accounts of all the 
r Rewards. 

I. To appoint a person to receive the 
<)DUterly collection in th« classes. 
14. To see that public collections lie made 
f fnrterl;, if need be. 
"^ IS. To raise a yearly subscription in those 
'ts that can bear it, for building churches 
i paying the debts of those which have 
m already erected. 
W 16, To choose a committee of lay members 
^tnakei just application of the money where 
Iw most wanted. 

ICJuMf. 2. What olher directions shall we 
ne him T 
p An»<e. Several : 

. To take a regular catalogue of the no- 
« in towns and cities, as they live in the 

To leave his successor a particular ac- 
intofihe circuit. 
F». To see that every band leader have ihi; 
IB of the bands. 

I. To enforce, vigorously, but calmly, njl 
e roles of the society. 
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5. As sooD as there are foui men a 
men believers in any place, to put then 

6. To suSer no love feast to last abo 
hour and aliaJf. 

7. To warn all, from time to time, 
none are to remove from one circuit I 
other, without a note of recommend 
from the preacher of the circuit, in 
words : — " Jl. S. the bearer, has been a 
ceplable member of our church in C;''i 
to inform them thai, without such a a 
cate, they will oot be received into the cJ 
in other places. 

8. To recommend every where dei 
and cleanliness. 

9. To read the rules of the society, 
the aid at the bther preachers, once | 
in every congregation, and once a quai 
every society. 

10. On any dispute between two or 
of the members of our church, C(M 
ing the payment of debts, or othe 
which cannot be settled by the parlia 
cerned, the preacher who has the c 
of the circuit shall inquire into the d 
stances of the cane ; and shall recon 
to the contending parties a reference 
Bitting of one arbiter chosen by the p^ 
snd another chosen by the drisatdMlt M 
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Ivo arbiters so chosen, shall nominate the 
liarA; the three aTbkers being members of 
em church. 

8at it' one of the potties be dissatisfied 

with the judgment given, such party may 

' Ifflf to the ensuiag quarterly meeting cm- 

[fttenee of the circuit, foi allowance to hare 

ttemid arbitration appointed ; and if the 

[fiarterlf meeting conference see suiScient 

KuKHi, they ahall grant a seroii/^ arbitration, 

in irfaiefa ease each party sball choose two 

trUlers, and the four arbiters shall choose 

i6tUi, the Judgment of the majority of whom 

be final ; and any person refusing to 

i by such judgment, shall be escluded 

the church. 

And if any member of our church shall 
oliiK, in cases of debt or other disputes, 
to refer tlie matter to arbitration, when re- 
commeaded by him who has llie cliarge of 
the circuit, or shall enter into a lawsuit with 
■Bother member before ibese measures are 
Ukea, he sliall be expelled, unless the case 
be of such a nature, as to rcijuire and justify 
> praceas al law. 

The preachers who have the oversight of 
cueuits, are required to execute ail our rules 
Mf and strenuously against all frauds, and 
pwtieuluif against dishonest insolveocies ; 
' ' ft to rctnain in our church on 
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any account, who are found guilt; of taj 

Toprevenlacandal, wlicnany ofour mem- 
bers fail JQ busineES, or cuniract debts which 
they ate not able to pay, let two or three jo- 
dicioua iDembera of the church inspect the 
accounts of the supposed delinquent; and if 
he have behaved dishonestly, or borrowed 
money without a probability of paying, let 
bim be ex|>elled. 

Whenever a complaint is made against any 
member of our church, for non-payment ot 
debt ; when the accounts are adjusted, 
the amount ascertained, the preacher havinf 
the charge shall call the debtor before 
committee of at least three, to show cam 
why he does not make payment. The 
miliee shall determine what farther 
shall be granted him for payment, and whtl 
security, if any, shall be given for paymeui 
and in case the deblor refuses to comply, bk 
shall be expelled ; but in such case he ma) 
appeal to the quarterly meeting con fere oca, 
and (heir decision shall be final. And is 
case the creditor complains that justice ii 
not done him, he may lay his grievance btf- 
fore the quarterly meeting conference, aoA, 
their decision shall be linal ; and if the cre> 
ditor refuse to comply, he shall be expelled,; 

II. The preacher who has the charge ' 
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■circuit slull appoint prafcr meetings where- 

«er be can in hid circuit. 

12. He shi!) take care that a fast be held 
b erery society in his circuit, oa the Friday 
pieccdinir every <|uarterly meeting : and that 
a memo rand uRi or it be writtea on all the 
tlus (lapera. 

13. To license such persons as he may 
judge proper to officiate as exhorters in the 
cfaurcb. provided no person shall be so 
licensed without the consent of the leaders' 
meting, or of the class of which he is a 
aember, where no leaders' meeting is held ; 
Ud the exhorters so autliorized shall be sub- 
JKt U) the ann'ial examination of character 
n ihfl qnaitetly meeting conference, and 
bne their license aDQiially renewed by the 
prending elder, or the preacher ha?ing the 
elitr^, if approved by the quarterly meeting 
conference. 



fffftk* trial qf Ihoie who think rliey are vumed by 
tit Holy G/uilC to preach. 

Qmcj/. How shall we try those who profess 
lo be moved by the Holy Ghost to preach f 

An$¥>. 1. Let the following questions be 
■>hed, viz; Do ihey know God as a pardon* 
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iug God 1 Have they the love of God 
ing in them? Do they desire imtir 
God? And are they holy in all mann< 
conversation ? 

2. Have they giils (as well as grace) 
the work T Have they (in some tolerable 
gree) a clear, sound under^itanding, a i^ 
judgment in the things of God, a just cono 
tioB of salvation by faith ? And has God gii 
them any degree of utterance T Da they 
justly, readily, clearly ? 

3. Have they fruit T Are any truly c( 
vinced of .sin, and converted to God, by tb 
preaching ? 

As long as these three marks concur 
any one, we believe he is called ofrGod 
preach. These we receive as siifGcient pt< 
that he is moved by the Holy Ghost. 
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Of the maUer and manner of preaching, and ^ 
elherpvlilic cir.retaes. , 

Quest. 1. What is the beat general method 
of preaching? 

Answ. 1. To convince : 2. To offer Chriat: 

3. To invite : 4. To build up : And to do thk 

in some measure in every sermon. 

Quest. 2. What ia the moaV tRejiV'oA ■* 

ofpnaohing ChiiEt 1 



Sec- 11- of PrtaeMitg, 4*c. 45 

Answ. The raost eflectual way of preach- 
ing Christ, is to preach him in all hie offices ; 
1 and to declare his law, as well as his gospei, 
l^botb to believers and unbelievers. Let ua 
roDglp aad closely insist upon inward and 
miward holiness in all its branches. 

QitF.tf. 3. Are there any auiaUer advices 
which might be of use to ue ? 

Aano. Perhaps these: 1. Be sure never 
to disappoint a congregation. 2. Begin at 
the time appointed. 3. Let your whole de- 
portment be serious, weighty, and solemn. 
4. Always suit your subject to your audience. 
6. Choose the plainest text you can. fi. Take 
care not to ramble, but keep to yonr text, 
and make out what you take in hand. 7. Take 
care of any thing awkward or affected, either 
in your gesture, phrase, or pronunciation. 
8. Do not usually pray exfempore, above 
eight or ten minutes (at most) without inter- 
mission. 9. Frequently read and enlarge 
upon a portion of Scripture ; and let young 
preachers often exhort without taking a text, 
10. Always avail yourself of the great fesli- 
vats, by preaching on the occasion. 




Duty of Preachers. 



3ECTIOK XII. 

0/ the duty of PreacheTS to Gad, Ihttntelztt 
one anothtr. 

Quest. 1. How shall a preacher be i 
fied foT hi9 charge T 

Answ. By walking closely with God 
having hia work greatly at heart : and t 
derstanding, aad loving discipline, od 
particular. 

Quest. 2. Do we sufficiently watch 
each other ? 

Answ. We do not. Shonld we no 
quentiy asit each other. Do you walk & 
with God 1 Have you now fellowship 
the Father and the Son 1 At what ho 
you rise T Do you punctually obaerv 
morning and evening hour of retiremenl 
you spend the day in the manner whic 
Conference advises? Do you conven 
riously, usefully, and closely 1 To be 
particular : Do you use all the means of 
yourself, and enforce the use of them I 
other persons 1 They are either institnj 
prudential. 

I. The instituted are, 

1, Prayer : private, ikmily, and pi 
consisting of deprecation, petition, inti 
sioD, and thanksgiving. Do you uaQ 
of these "i Do you forecaat i " 
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you are, to secure time for private deration T 
I>i) yon practise it every where 1 Do you 
■ wsk every where, Have you family prayer ? 
ZAi yoa ask individuals. Do you use private 
l>r«yer every moruing and evening in par- 
(ticular 7 

2. Searching the Scriptures, by 
(1) Reading ;conHtantly,aomeparlof every 
day -. regularly, all ihe Bible in order ; care- 
fully, with notes ; seriously, with prayer be- 
fore and afler : fruitfully, immediately prac- 
tising what you learn there ? 
12) Meditating : At set times T By rule t 
(3) Hearing : Every opportunity T With 
piayer before, at, after? Have you a Biblo 
liwajv about you 1 

9. The Lord's Supper : Do you use this 
A every opportunity 1 With solemn prayer 
bofore T With earnest and deliberate self de- 
l totiont 

Palling: Do you use as much absti- 
« and fasting every week, as your health, 
|«nngth, and labour will permit] 
I 5, Christian conference : Are you con- 
' tinced how important and how difGcuIt it is 
to Older your conversation aright I Is it al- 
ways in grace? Seasoned with salt? Meet 
to niniater grace to the hearers? Do you 
sot converse too long at a time 1 Is not an 
r comnwnly enough T Would it not b6 
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wdl always to have a determinate end 
view I And to pray before and after it 7 

II. Prudential means we may use eith 
u Christians, as Meihodifis, or as preacbei 

1. As Christiana : what particular ruk 
have you in order to grow in grace l WI 
aria of holy living? 

2. As Methodists : do you never m 
your clasa or band t 

3. As preachers : have you thoroughly cc 
sidered your duty 1 And do you make a ct 
science of executing every part of it 1 D( 
jou meet every society J Also, the leadei 
and bands 1 

These means may be used without fruit 
But there are some means wliich cannot 
namely, watching, denying ourselves, takisi 
upour cross, exercise of the presence of Ood 

1 . Do you steadily watch against tltl 
world 1 Yourself! Your besetting sin '( 

3. Do you deny yourself every uselee 
[Jeasure of sense 1 Imagination ? Honour 
Are you temperate in all things 1 Instanoi 
in food : (1) Do you use only that kind am 
that degree which is best both for body an 
soul : Do you see the necessity of this' 
{2) Do you eat no more at each meal than il 
necessary t Are you not heavy or drowH 
atler dinner F (3) Do you use only that kindS 
tiit^ 



ind that degree of drink which ii 
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far your body and soul 1 (4) Do you choose 
«nd uu water for your common driak 1 AdiI 
oBly Mk« wine medicinally of sactaraenlally ? 
,8, Wherein do you take up your cro^s 
diilyT Do you cheerfully bear your cross, 
Inwever grievous to nature, aa a gifi of God, 
isd labour to profii thereby i 

4. Do you endeavour to set God always 
Wore youT To see his eye continually fixed 
upon you t Never can you use these means 
Itit a blessing will ensue. And the moro 
you use ihem, the more you ivill grow In 
pvx. 

^Ktht tg yikict lee should finliniu or daitl from 
Hp prtaeking at any place. 

r 'Qiuri. 1. Is it advisable for us to preac)i 
Ul<W many places as we can, without form- 
m any aocietiet. ? 

Anrui. By no means : We have made the 
ttiti in various places \ and that fur a con- 
■idDfitUu time. But all the seed haa fallen 
by the way side. There is scarce any tr-iit 
nnaining. 

Qatit. 2. Where should we endeavour ri> 
mub mostt 

Aiua. 1. Where [here is the greaWit nlr^^ 
Rr«f qniei luid willing hearers 
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. ^ visiting from house to house^ guarding 
■'.: .f those things that are so common to Profes 
'. \^hf<^foTcing practical Religion. 

- ';f Quest, 1. How can we farther assi 

• * nqder our <rare 1 

/- ^Answ. By instructing them at th 
houses. What unspeakable need is 
this ! The world says, " The Methoi 
no better than other people.'^ Thii 
true in the general : but 1. Personal ] 
either towards God or man, is too su 
among us. We can but just touch c 
particulars. How little faith is then 
us ! How little communion with Gi 
little living in heaven, walking in < 
deadness to every creature ! How mi 
of the world ! Desire of pleasure, of 
getting money ! How little brother 
What continual judging one another 
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^,evi!speaking,ulebearing! What 

il of moral honesty ! To Jastance only 

e particular: who does as he would be 

le bj, in buying and selling 1 

I. Family religion is wanting in tnany 

tnches. And what avails public preach- 

g atone, though we could preach like an- 

T Wemust. yea, everyiraveiiing preacher 

t, instruct the people from house to house. 

11 this be done, and that in good earnest, 

} Ihe Methodists will be no belter. 

Our religion is not sufficiently deep, uai- 

venal, uniform: but superlicial, partial, 

~~ !t will be so till we spend half as 

it] time in this mlting, as wo now do in 

Hfcing uselessly Can we find a belter itie- 

i of doing this than Mr. Baxter's T If not, 

t adopt it without delay, Ilis whole 

, emitkd GUflas Snhinniis, is well 

B carpful perusal. Speaking of this 

; from house to house he says, (p. 

I,) " We shall find many hindrances, both 

is t)nrselvf^9 and the people." 

1. Ill ourseKcs there is much dulness and 
hzinesa, bo that there will be much ado to 
nt to be faithful in the work. 
. We have a base man-ploasing temper, 
^ tlttl we let them perish rather than lose 
rloie: «c let litem go quietly to hell, 
shnnid offend thpm. 
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8. Some of us have a foolish bashful 
We know not how to begin, and blush to 
tradict the devil. 

4. B^t the greater hindrance is weak 
of faith. Our whole motion is weak, bee 
the spring of it is weak. 

5.' Lastly, we are unskilful in the y 
How few know how to deal with men, i 
to get within them, and suit all our disc< 
to their several condition? and tempers 
choose the fittest subjects, and follow i 
with a holy mixture of seriousness, te 
love, and meekness ? 

But undoubtedly this private applic 
is implied in those solemn words of the { 
tie: *'I charge thee before God and 
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the c 
and the dead at his appearing, preacli 
word ; be instant in season, out of sea 
reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long si 
ing.- 

O brethren f if we could but set this 
on foot in all our societies, and prosect 
zealously, what glory would' redound to \ 
If the common lukewarmness were banii 
and every shop, and every house, busii 
speaking of the word and works of i 
surely God would dwell in our habital 
«Dd make us his delight 

And this is absolutely necessary U. 
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rclfare of our people, some of whom neither 
nor believe to this day. Look round, 
e how many of them' are siili in appa,- 

I danger of damnation. And how can 

walk and talk, and be merry with such 

BOple, when you know their rase ! When 

1 look them in tlie face yon should break 
pbrtli into tears, as the prophet did when he 
looked upon Hazael, ;md then set on them 
with the most vehement exhortations. Oh, 
Ibi God's sake, and the eake df poor souls, 

stir yaurselrea, and spare no pains that may 
ooQiluce to their salvation ! 

What cause have we 1o bleed before the 
liord that we have so lon^ neglected this 
good work ! If we had but engaged in it ^ 
aoooer, how many more might have been 
brought to Chriflt T And how much holier 
and happier might our societies have been 
before n ^w ?■ And why might we not have 
donfc it sooner ? There were in«ny hin- 
drances: and so there always will be. But 
ihe greatest hindrance is in ouraelrea, in our 
littleness of faith and love 

But it is objected, I. " This will take up 
so much time, we shall not have leisure to 
follow our studies," We answer, 1. Gain- 
ing knowledge is a good thing, but saving 
souls is a better. 2. By this ver^ thin^'^'a;^ 
will gain the most CKc«U«n\ WftQwVA??i'**- 
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of God and eternity. 3. You will have 
time for gaining other knowledge too. Only 
sleep not more than you need ; " and never 
be idie, or triflingly employed." But, 4. 1( 
you can do but one, let your studies alone.. 
We ought to tlitow by all the libcaries in the 
world, rather than be guilty of the loss of odd 

It is objected, II. "The people will not 
submit to it." If some will nol, others will, 
And the succesa with them, will repay all 
your labour. Oh let ua herein follow the 
example of St. Paul. 1. For our ge; 
businesa, S'ruin^ the Lard with all humility 
of mind: 2. Our special work, Take ktti 
to yourselves, and to all tiejlock: 3. Our 
doctrine, Rejiealance towards God, andfmth 
towards our Lord Jesus Christ .- 4. The 
place, I hatie taught you pubhcly, andjrom 
house to house; 5. The object and manner of 
teaching, / ceased not to loarn every otu, 
night and day, with tears : 6. Hia innocenue 
and self denial herein, I have coveted no dmm'i 
silver OTguld: 7, His patience, ^oVAer count 
/ my life dear unto myself. And among all 
other motivea, let these be eve! before onr 
eyes: 1. The church of God, which' he h^' 
purchased loith his own blood: 2. GWevg 
wolves shall enter in : i/ea. of i/oufseloes A 
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Write this upon your hearts, anil it will do 
you more good than twenty years study. Then 
you will have no time to spare ; you will have 
work enoueh. Then likewise no preacher 
will stay with us who is as salt that has lost 
its savour. For to such, this employment 
would be mere drudgery. And in order to 
it, you will have need of all the knowledge 
you can procure, and grace you can attain. 

The sum is, Go into every house in course, 
and teach every one therein, young and old, 
to be Christians inwardly and outwardly ; 
make every particular plain to their under- 
standings ; fix it in their minds ; write it on 
their hearts. In order to this, theie must he 
line upon line, precept upon precept. What 
patience, what love, what knowledge is re- 
quisile Tor this ! Wc must needs do this, were 
it only lo avoid idlenesHi Do we not loiter 
away many hours in every week ? Each try 
himself: no idleness is consistent with a 
growth in grace. Nay, without exactness in 
redeeming time, you cannot retain the grace 
you receive in justification. 

Quest. 2. Why are we not more holy 1 
Why do we not live in eternity? Walk with 
God all the day long 1 Why are we not all 
devoted to God T Breathing the whole spirit 

Ansie. Chiefly because we ate cai.'i».'=v 
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afita; looVIng for the end without usio^t 
means. To touch only upoa two or thr 
inatoncea : — Who of us rises at four, or e» 
Bt five, when we do not preach 7 Do ve Inu 
the obligatioQ aoJ benefit of fasting or abi 
nence? How often do we practise ill T 
neglect of this alone is sufficient to aceov 

^fb^ our feebleness and faintness of spirit. ^ 
ate continually grieving the Tloly Spirit 
God by the habitual neglect of a plain dul 
Let us amend from this hour. 

Quest. Z. How shall we guard against M 
hatli breaking, evil speaking, uuprofitat 
conversation, lightness, exprnsiveoess 
gayety ofapparcl, and contracting debts wil 
out due care tn discharge them ? 

Answ. I. Let us preach expressly on ea 
of these heads. 2. Read in every soci4 

Lthe sermon on evil i<pcaking. 3. Let t 
leaders closely examine and exhort ei^ 
person to put away the accursed thing. 4. 1 
the preachers warn every society that n<| 
ii-ho is guilty herein, can remain with t 
5. Extirpate buying or selling goods whi 
hare not paid the duty laid upon them ' 
government, out of our church. Let li( 
remain with us who will not totally abat 
from this evil in every kind and degree. Qi 
tirpate bribery, receiving any thing direct 
or iBfrectlri for votine si uir election. 
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00 respect to per8r)ns herein, but expel aD 
thu loueh the accursed thin^;. And strongly 
iiyise our peopleto discountenance all treats 
pi?n by candidates before or at elections, 
Ud not to be partakers, in any respect, of 
nch iniquitous practices. 



Of the Intlruclio* of ChUdrtH. 

Qutil. Wliat shall we do for the rising 
poerationl 

Aitiie. I . Lei him who is zealous for God 
ind the eoiils of men begin now. 

2. Where there are ten children, whose 
pirenia will albw il, meet them an hour once 
a week : but where this is iiiipraciicable, 
meet them once in two weeks. 

8. Procure our instruc.tiuns or ctttechisnia 
, fer them, and let all who can, read and com- 
. it them to memorf . 
> 4. Explain and impress them upon their 

f B, Talk with them every time you see any 
■ borne. 

' 6. Pray earriesily for Ihem ; and diligently 
' icl and exhort all parents at (heir own 

r- -*■ 

7. As far as practicable^ it shall be the doly 
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sf every preacher of a circuit or statioD, to 
form Sundaj' schools, to obtain the names 
of the children belonging to his congregft' 
tions, to form ihem into classes, for the pur- 
pose of giving them religious instruction, to 
instruct them regularly himself, aa much *^ 
his other duties will allow, — to appoint ^ 
suitable leader for each class, who shall ii'-'' 
Gtruct them in his absence, and to leave hi* 
successor a correct account of each class thiS ^ 
formed, with the name of its leader. 

8. Preach expressly on education : — " Bu ^ 
I have no gift for this." Pray earnestly for th^^ 
gift, and use every other means to attain lU-^ 



Of employing our thru profilabty, alica we aro n»t 
truvtlling, or mgaged in public extrciser, 
^ Quest. 1. Whatgeneral method of emj^y* 
ing our time shall we advise ? 

Ansip. We advise you, 1. As often as pos- 
sible, to rii-e at four. S. From four to five in 
the morning, and from five to six in the even- 
ing, to meditate, pray, and read the Scriptures 
with notes, and the closely practical parts of 
what Mr, Wesley has published. 3. From 
six in the morning till twelve, (allowing an 
hour for breakfast,) read, with much prayer, 
some of our best leligious tracts. 
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Qursl. 2. Why is it that the people under 
*ur ewe Bte not better T 

An$iB. Other reasons may concur, but the 
chief is, because we arc not more knowing 
■ (I more lioly. 

Queal. 3. But why are we not more 

owing? 

AntiB. Because we are idle. We forget 
QUI first rule, " Be diligent. — Never be unem- 
ployed. Never be irlllingly employed. Nei- 
ther spend any mure lime at any place than 
ti EtrictJy necessary." We fear there is alto- 
(ether a fault in this matter, and that few of 

are clear. — Which of us spend as many 

ursaday ia God's work, as we did formerly 
I'swork ? We talk, — talk, or read what 
i next to hand. We must, absolutely 
cure this evil, or betray the cause of 
iGod. But how? 1. Lead the most useful 
'books, and that regularly and constantly. 
t. Steadily spend all the morning in this 
empluymenl. or at least five hours in the four 
and twenty. " Bui i have no taste for read- 
ing." * ontract a taste for it by use, or return 
to your former employment. " But I hB*e 
no books." Be diligent to spread the books, 
and you will have the use of them. 
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SECTION ZYII. 

Cf the neeesiUy •f Union among ourselves. 

Let US be deeply sensible (from what we 
have known) of the evilof a division in prin- 
ciple, spirit, or practice, and the dreadful 
consequences to ourselves and others. If we 
are united, what can stand before us ? If we 
divide, we shall destroy ourselves, the work 
of Ck)d, and the souls of our people. 

Quest, What can be done in order to a 
closer union with each other ? 

Ansto, 1. Let us be deeply convinced pi 
the absolute necessity of it. 

2. Pray earnestly for, and speak freely to 
each other. 

3. When we meet, let us never part with 
out prayer. 

4. Take great care not to despise each 
other's gills. 

6. Never speak lightly of each other. 

6. Let us defend each other's character 
in every thing, so far as is consistent with 
truth. 

7. Labour, in honour, each to prefer the 
other before himself. 

8. We recommend a serious perusal of 
IThe causes. Evils, and Cures of heart and 
church Divisions. 




O/Aenttiodb^ which immoral tTactiiing Miniiters 
ei PrtackeTs shall be braugbt to Iriiu, found 
gaiiljl, and rcproucd or siitpcndtd in tht tnteTTatu 
efthe eonfttcnces." 

Quest. 1. What shall be done when an 
I elder, deacon or preacher, ia under report of 
T beiAg guilty of same crime, expressly forbid- 
den in ihe word of God, as an unchristian 
praclice, sufficient to exclude a person from 
the kingdom of grace and glory 1 

Antui. Let the presiding elder, in the 

e of a liishop, call as many travelling 

[ niiiisters as he shall think tit, at least three: 

f piissible bring the accused and the 

t meeasa face to fat^e If the person be cJear- 

f ^ convicted, he shall be suspended from all 

"Vial services in the church, till the ensu* 

[ annual conference ; at which his case 

I be fully considered and determined. 

' 'je a presiding elder, the 

in the presiding elder of 

e neighbouring district, who i required tn 

nd, and preside at the triaJ. 

r wb accused and accuser cannot bo 

ight face to facn, but the supposed delin- 

1 BecB from trial, it shall be received ~ 

K proof of guilt ; and oiit of 
• Per the (rial of • bishop, me lopt'im iv. 
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' mouth of two or three witnesses he shidi be 

condemned. Nevertheless, even in tbat 

I case, the annud conrerence shall recooaida 

and determine the whole matter. 

Quest. 2. What shall be done in cases of 
improper tempera, words, or actions ? 

AnsiB. The person so offending shall be 
reprehended by hia senior iu office. Should 
a second transgression take place, one, two, 
or three ministers or preachers are to be 
taken as witnesses. If he be not then cured, 
he shall be tried at the next annual confer- 
ence, and, if ibund guilty and impenitent, 
shall be expelled from the connexion, and 
his name so returned in the minutes of the 
conference. 

Quest. 3. Whut shall he done with those 
ministers or preachers, who hold and dii 
minate publicly or privately, doclrineawhic% 
are contrary to our articles of religion 1 ' 

Attsw. Lei the same process be obserTSdiF 
as in cases of gross immorality : but if Uw^ 
minister or preacher so offending, do solemr 
ly engage not to disseminate such erroneo 
doctrines in public or in private, he shall I 
borne with, till his case be laid before II 
, sext annual conference, which shall det 
' mine the matter. 

Prorided nevertheless, that vn a.\\vVavi\ 
^Kentioneri cases of trial and conv'vAwft 
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appeal to the ensuing geneial conference 

shall tw allowed, if the condemned person 

BigniQr hia intention to appeal, at the time of 

tkise(»>deniDation, or at any time thereafter 

vheo he is informed tht?reof. 

In all the above-mentioned cas(%,itshallbe 

tfce duty of the secretary of tho annual cj>n- 

fcrence, to keep regalar minutes of the tria], 

including all the tinestions proposed to the 

vitnewes, and their answers, together with 

crime with which the accused is charged, 

I the specification or specifications, and ajso 

I pteserre all the documents relating to the 

1 caae ; which minutes and documents only, 

ia caae of an appeal from the ileciaion of an 

mnual conference, shall be presented to the 

general conference, in evidence on the case. 

I And in all cases, when an appeal is made, 

L ind Admitted by the general conference, the 

J opellint shall either state personally, or by 

hn representative, (who shall be a member 

' ofthe conference,] the grounds of his appeal, 

■bowing cause why he appeals, and he aball- 

be alloived to make his defence without in- 

uption. Afler which the representatives 

of ihe annual conference from whose deei' 

m the appeal is made, shall he permitted tc 

mpond in presence of the appellant, who 

eball hare the privilege of replying lo such 

repre!^niaiive)i, which shall clfi=e ihc t>'«s<' 
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ings on both sides. This done, the appellai 
shall withdraw^ and the conference shall d 
cide* 



SECTION XIX. 

Bow to provide for the circuits in time of cor^em 
and to preserve and increase the work of God, 

Quest, What can be done to supply tl 
circuits during the sittings of the confi 
ences ? 

Answ. 1. Let all the appointments stai 
according to the plan of the circuit. 

2. Engage as many local preachers ai 
exhorters as will supply them ; and let the 
be paid for their time in proportion to t 
allowance of the travelling preachers. 

3. If preachers and exhorters cannot ; 
tend, let some person of ability be appoint 
in every society, to sing, pray, and read o 
of Mr. Wesley's sermons. 

4. But if that cannot be done, let there 
prayer meetings. ^ 



SErTFON XX. 
Of the Local Preachers. 

Quest 1. What directions shall be giv 
concerning local preachers ? 



Local Preachers. u^^ 

AittiB. I. There shall be held annually in 

^h prendiBg elder's district, a district coo- 

:iice, of which all the locaJ preachers in 

dinrict, who shnll have been licensed two 

, shall be membera, a majority of whom 

II be a ciiiorum to do business ; and of 

lb the presiding elder of the district fbr 

time bein^ shall be jircsident ; or in case 

his abaenoe, the conference shall hare au- 

!ct a president pro tern. It shall 

Ibe duty of the presiding elder of each dis- 

'lict to appoint the time and place of the first 

uoierence, after which the presiding elder 

'"^ "appoint the lime, and the conference the 

It its own sitting. But if any district 

ince shall not bold its regular sessioo?, 

the quarterly meeting conferences of the 

and stations respectively, shall havo 

■ttbority to transact the business of the dis- 

''ict oonlcTGnoc. Provided that no person 

•Wf be licensed to preach without llie rc- 

>uomendation of the society of which he is a 

Benbert or of a leaders' meeting. 

S. The district conference shall have ati- 
tkoriij lo license proper persons to preach, 
bnf renew tlicir license annually when in tiie 
JB^ment of the said conference, their gills, 
pKt, and usefulness will warrant such re- 
■Mal ; to recommend suitable candidates to 
■BODol conference for deacon's or eldet'g 
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orderE, in the local connexion, for adm 
on trial in the travelling connexion, and to I 
try, suspend, expel, or acquit any local preacii- 1 
er in the district against whom charges mn I 
be brouglit. Providfii, that no person sh^ I 
be Ijceoaed or recommended for admisaiail 
into tbc travelling connexion, without b^ng I 
lirat recummendeU by the quarterly confoyl 
ence of the circuit or station to which liel» I 
longs; nurahallany onebelicensedtopreacli, I 
or TGCommendcd to the annual conrcrencil 
for ordination without first being examined I 
|i in the district conference on the subjecls of I 
k doctrine and discipline. 
I 3, The district conference shal! take a 

B iiizance of all the local preachers in 
^^ trict, and shall inquire into the gills, labouC^ | 
^P and uspfulneaa of each preacher by b 
B 4. When diorgcB are preferred ogaiostAif I 
f local preacher, it shall ha the duty of til* 1 
preacher in cbarge to call a coniiniltee Co&<* 
sisting of three or more local preachers witbi^ 
the station, circuit, or district, before wfr 
it shall be the duty of the accused to aj^ 
and by whom he shall be acquitted, < 
found guilty, be Euspended until the met 
of the next district conference, uaf 
preacher in charge shall cause exact v' 
L of the charges, testimonj and evam 



lioeal Preaehers. 

Wta be Itid before the district confn^nce, 

K it shall be tite dut; of the accused to 

IT. Aoil llie presideni af the said dis- 

1 1^ confeivnce shall, at the commcacement 

frsf [be trial, appoint a secretary, who shall 

Jic down reg^ilar rtitatites of tIte evideaco, 

)d piocfedings of the trial ; which miDUtes, 

faen TMtl and approved, shall be sigued by 

mtba aid presideDt, and also by the members 

V^fliieauil diMrict coafercnce, or by a ma- 

\ jori^ofthem. 

And in case of condemaation, the local 
ichcr, deacon, or elder, coademued, shall 
^ tUowcd on appeal to the next annual cod- 
enee, provided that he sietiify to tbo said 
trifit conference, hi^ determination 1? 4p- 
B which case t'le said president shall 
%f tlie minutes nf the trial above mentioned 
Wlbre the said annual conference, at which 
tho local preacher, deacon, or elder, so' ap- 
pealing, may appear : and tlie said annual 
nference shail jijd£;c and finally determine 
a the minutes of the said trial, so laid be- 
C them. 

. When a local elder ot deacon shall be 

I, theprrHident of the conference shall 

e of him the credentials of bit) ordina- 

a be tiled with the papers of the annual 

ciMC, tvilhiti till! lituits nf which ihti 

ibtoB has taken place. And should he 





I 

L 
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at any future time produce to the annual c 
ference, el certificate of his restoratioD, eig 
by the president and countersigned by 
secretary of the district conference, his i 
dentials shall be restored to him. 

6. A licensed local preacher shall be el 
ble to the office of a deacon, after he 
preached for four years ftom the lime h( 
ceived a regular license, and has obtatiu 
testimonial from the district conferenod 
which he belongB, after proper cxaminati 
signed by the president, and countersufi 
by the secretary, and hia character has paa 
in examination before, and he has obtaq 
the approbation of the annual conference 

7. A local deacon shall be eligible to 
office of an elder, after he has preached I 
years from the time he was ordained a deao 
and has obtained a recommendation froml 
district conference of which he is a memi 
certifying his qualifications in doctrine, i 
cipline, talents, and usefulness, signed by 
president, and counters i^fned by the se( 
tary. He shall, if he cannot attend, senj 
the annual conference such recommendatH 
and a note certifying his belief in the doctri 
and discipline of our church : the whole I 
ing examined by the annual conference, 
if approved he may be ordained ; pravit 
nevenbelesB, no slave bolder shall be elig 
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^f to the office of an elder or descon, where the 
P laws will admit of emaocipiition, and peimit 
' the liberated slave to enjoy freedom. 

8. Every local elder, deacon, and preacher, 
shall have his name recorded on the journal 
of the quarterly meeting conference of which 
he is a member. And every licensed local 
preacher shall have his name enrolled on a 
class paper, and meet in class, if the distance 
of his place of residence from any class be 
not too great ; or in neglect thereof, the dis- 
trict conference, if they judge it proper, may 
deprive iiim of his ministerial office. 

Whenever a local preacher shall remove 
&om one circuit to another, he shall procure 
from the presiding elder of the district, or the 
preacher having the charge of the circuit, a 
cerlificateofhiBofficialstiRdingin the church 
at the time of his removal, wilhoui which he 
shall not be received as a local preacher in 
other placea. 

No preacher among us shall distil or retail 
spirituous liquors, without forfeiting his oSi~ 
cial standing. 



Of Baptism. 

\. Let every adult person, and the pareate 
I of every child to be baptized, hwe the i:,feRW!K. 
■Mther of immersion, spi'mV.\\o^, *« ^wsi«s%r- 



i 



70 Lord's Supper — Pabiic Worshi' 
2. We will 01. no account wtiatel 
a charge for administering baptiat 
burying the dead. 

SECTION XXII. 
Of the L»Td- a Supper. 

Quest. Arc tliere any din^clionsto 
concerning tH^ administration of tij 
Supper T 

AnsiB. 1, Let those who have sera 
cerning the receiving of it kneeling 
mitted to receive it either standing ( 

2. Let no person (hnt is not a mi 
OUT church be admitted to the coi) 
without examination, and some icM 
by an elder or deacon. 

3. No person sliall be admitte 
Lord's Supper among ue, whq is guil 
practice for which we would exclud 
bet of our church. 



Of PiMie Warihip- 

^est. What directiona shall be 

the eBtablishment of uniformity i 

worship among us, on the Lord's dl 

Anmr. I. Let the morning servic 



C, 34. Sjiiril and Truth of Singing. Tl 

4l|<ir»neii)g, prayer, the reading of a. chapter 
'foot of ihe Old Testament, and another out 
tflheNew. and preaclting. 
!■ Lei ihe afternoon service consist of 
^^inir, prayer, the reading of one or two 
TBipters out of the Bible, and preaching, 
'_ S. Let the evening service consist of sing^ 

g, prayer, and preaching. 
. 4- Bui on the days of administering the 
*ord'a supper, the two chapters in the morn- 
(MTvice may he omitted. 
■& .In administering the ordinances, and in 
n burial of the dead, let the form ofdisci- 
{Kne invariably he used. Let the Lord's 
pilfer also be used on all occasions of public 
"owhip in 'concluding the first prayer, and 
'he apo«totic benediction in dismissing tbo 
<»agreeation. 

8. Let the society be mot, wherever it is 
|iuticahle, on ihc sabbath day. 



0/ tlu Spirii and Truth of SiHB'i'S- 
Queft. How shall we guard against formal- 
"]! in singing ? 

\^An!tu!. 1. By clioosiiiii such hymns as are 
•t tot the congregation. 
~y not sinking too much at once ; scl- 
n tnoto than hvr or <i\ verse?. 



i 
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3. By suitiog the tune to the words. 

4. By otlen stopping short, and askiog 
])eople, " Now ! do you know what you t 
tast 't Did you speak no more than ' 

felt r' 

5. Do not suffer the people to sing 
alow. This naturally teuds to formality, 1 
is brought in by those who have either TN 
strong or *ery weak voices. 

6. In every large society let them learn) 
sing; and let them always learn our tun 
first. J 

7. Let the women coustantly sing tlj 
parts alone. Let no man sing with tin 
unless he understands the notes and sin 
the hass as it is composed in the tune booU 

8. Introduce no new tune till they are p«l 
led in the old. 

9. Recommend our tune book. Aad il 
you ca.nnot sing yourself, choose a person or 
two at each place to pitch the tune for you. 

10. Exhort every person in the congregh 
lion to sing ; not one in ten only. J 

11. Sing no hymns of your own AomM 
sing. ^ 

12 If a preacher be present, let lim altmc 
give out the words. 

13. When the singers would teach a tune 

tto the congregation, they must sing only tlH 
— J 



P«el. 



Gaieral Rults. 



14. liM it be Tecommended to our people, 
not 10 aoeiid the singiog schools wliich ate 
^lot Bitd«r oar direction. 
16. The preachers are desired not to en- 
s the singing of fugue tunes in our 
CDQgre^tioas. 
. 16. We do not think that fugue tunes are 
[ liiiful, or improper to be used id private com- 
I puiies : but we do not approve of their being 
I Used in our public congregationa, because 
I public NUgiog is a part of divine worship, in 
r wbieh all the congregation ought to join. 



CHAPTER, IL 

■lECTION I. 

Jl« A'aHrrt, Dtsign, and Gmeral Rules cf mir 

United Societicn. 

(1) If* the latter end of the year 1739 

eight or lea persons came to Mr. Weslej, in 

London, who appeared to be deeply convinced 

of lin, and earnestly groaning for redemp- 

[ tjon. They desired (as did two or three more 

\ the next day) that he would spend some time 

I witb them in prayer, and advise them how 

See ftom ttw wrath to come ; which ibey 

r eontiiiually hanging over their heads. 

rTkat he might have more time for this great 

[ «ark. he appointi'd n. day when they mightall . 
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come together ; which from thenceforward 
they did every week, namely, on Thursdaf 
in the evening. I'o these, and as many mofe 
as desired to join with them, (for their num- 
ber increased daily,) he gave those advices 
from time to time which he judged most needr 
fa\ for them ; and they always concluded their 
meeting with prayer, suited to their several 
necessities. 

(2) This was the rise of the United Soci- 
ety, first in Europe and then in America, 
Such a society is no other than " a company 
of men having the form and seeking the power 
o( godliness y united in order to pray together ^ 
to receive the word of exhortation, and to 
watch over one another in love^ that they may 
Jielp each other to work out their salvation" 

(3) That it may the more easily be discern- 
ed, whether they are indeed working out their 
own salvation, each society is divided into 
smaller companies, called classes, according 
to their respective places of abode. There 
are about twelve persons in a class; one of 
whom is styled The Leader. — It is his duty, 

I. To see each person in his class once a 
week at least ; in order, 

1. To inquire how their souls prosper : 

2. To advise, reprove, comfort, or exhort, 
as occasion may require : 

3. 1*0 receive what they are willing to give. 
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towards the relief of the preachers, churchy 
and poor.* 

II. To meet the ministers and the stewards 
of the society once a week ; in order, 

1. To inform the minister of any that are 
sick, or of any that walk disorderly, and will 
not be reproved. 

2. To pay the stewards what they have ' 
received of their several classes in the week 
preceding. 

(4) There is only one condition previously 
required of those who desire admission into 
these societies, '' a dosire to flee from the 
wrath to come, and to be saved from their 
sins." But wherever this is really fixed in the 
Boul, it will be shown by its fi-uits. It is 
therefore expected of all who continue there- 
in, that they should continue to evidence 
their desire of salvation. 

First, by doing no harm, by avoiding evil of 
every kind, especially that which is most gen- 
erally practised : such as. 

The taking of the name of God in vain. 

The profaning the day of the Lord, either 
by doing ordinary work therein, or by buying 
or selling. 

* This part refers to towns and c\\i<&% \ vi\v«t^ ^<^ 
poor are genenUj numerous, and tYixsxOx «T:^'we»^ 
rnneiderable. 




Drunkenness : or drinking spiiitoUB licjums, 
unleBs in cases of neceaait; 

The buying anfl seliittg of men, women, aai 
children, wi(ft an intention to enslaee them. 

Figlding, quartelling, brawling, biothci 
goi»g to Jam with brother ; relnrning evil fct 
ovi) ; or railing for railing ; the using many 
words in buying or selling. 

The buying or selling goods that have not 
paid the duty. 

The giving or taking things on ustirp, i, e, 
unlawful interest. 

Uncharitable or unprofitabh conversation ; 
particularly apeakingevil of magistrates or of 
ministers. 

Doing to others as we would not thejr 
Ebould do unto us. 

Doing what we know is not for the glory of 
God : as, I 

The putting on of gold and costly appard j 

The taking such diversions aa cannot 
used in the name of the l.ord Jeans. 

The singing those songs, or reading tl 
books which do not tend to the knowledgfltt 
love of God. 1 

Soilness and needless self-indulgence ; ^ 

Laying up treasure upon earth. 

tmiovi'mg without a probability of pay' 
or taking up goodB without a. ^lo^n 



not fa^H 
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1 (S) It IB expected of all who continue in 
We aocielies, that they should continue to 

vidence their desire of salvation, 

I Secondly, By doing good, by being in 

>ery kind merciful after their power, aa 

key have opportunity, doing good of every 
Bsible sort, ^nd as far as possible, to all 

^ To iheir bodies, of the ability which Grod 
reth, bj giving food to the hungry, by 
kothing the naked, by visiting or helping 

are sick, or in prison. 
I To their souls, by instructing, reproving, 
r exhorting all we have any interconrse 
tth ; trampling under foot that enthusiaetic 
Ktrine, that " we arc not to do good, unless 
p- hearts he free to it." 
[ By doing good, especially to theni that arc 
B ttie household of fuith, or groaning so to .. 

employing them preferably to others, 
toying one of another, helping eacii other 
U business ; and so much ihe more because 
B world will love its own, and them oafy. 

' all possible diligence and frvgatity, 

.1 the gospel be not blamed. 

By running with patience the race which 

I set before them, dcnuing tkanseloei, and 

Jciag up their cross dait^ ; tu.b'nu\>\&% va 

_ .'ar the reproach of Chiisl, xn\ie wftStaaSSSa. . 

and oiBcou/iDg of the vjqi\4-, M^iVy^^**. 
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that men should say all manner of evil of 
tkcm falsely for the Lord's sake, 

(6) It is expected of all who desire to con- 
tinue in these societies, that tliey should coo- 
tinue to evidence their desire of salvatioDi 

Thirdly, by attending upon all the ordi- 
nances of God : sue! I are, 

The public worship of God : 

The ministry of the word, either read ^i 
expounded : 

The Supper of the liOrd : 

Family and private prayer : 

Searching the Scriptures, and 

Fasting or abstinence. 

(7) These are the general rules of <^* 
societies : all which we are tau^rht of God * 
observe, even in his written word, which ^ 
the only rule, and the sufficient rule both ^ 
our faith and practice. And all these %^'^ 
know his Spirit writes on truly awaken^ci 
hearts. If there be any among us who ob* 
serve them not, who habitually break any oi 
them, let it be known unto them who watch 
over that soul, as they who must give an 
account. We will admonish him of the erroi 
of his ways. We will bear with him for s 
season. Hut if then he repent not, he hatl 
no more place among us. We have deliver 
cd our own souls. 
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SECTION II. 
Of Class Meetings. 

Quest. 1. How may the leaders of classes 
be rendered more useful ? 

Answ, 1. Let each of them be diligently 
examined concerning his method of meeting 
a class. Let this be done with all possible 
exactness, at least once a quarter. In order 
to this, take sufficient time. 

2. Let each leader carefully inquire how 
every soul in his class prospers: not only 
how each person observes the outward rules, 
but how he grows in the knowledge and love 
of God. 

3. Let the leaders converse with those who 
have the charge of their circuits, frequently 
and freely. 

Quest, 2. Can any thing more be done in 
order to make the class meetings lively and 
profitable ? 

Anste. 1 . Change improper leaders. 

2. Let the leaders frequently meet each 
<jther's classes. 

3. Let us observe which leaders are the 
most useful; and let these ineet the other 
classes as often as possible. 

4 . See that all the leaders b^ woX o^'^ xsisxs. 
of sound judgment, but xaexi XrdXi ^«^^XRJ^ 

to God, 
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Quest. 3. How shall wc prevent impiope 
personB from insinuating themselves into t* 
church 1 

AtWB, 1. Give tickets to nniu until th 
are recommended hy a leader with ahom U 
have met at least six montlis on trial. 

2. Give iiotes to none hut those who i 
recommended by one you know, or un 
the; have met three or four times in a clai 

3. Read the rules to ibcm the first til 
ihey meet. 

Quest 4. How shall we be more exact 
receiving and c^icluding mcmhers 1 

Answ. The ofGcial minister or preachfi 
ehall at every quarterly meeting, read tli 
names of those that arc received and os 
eluded. 

Quest. 6. What shall (vc do with 
members of our church, who wilfully 
repeatedly neglect to meet their class? 

Ansie. I. Let the elder, deacon, or one 
the preachers, visit them, whenever it 
practicable, and explain to them the con: 
quence if they continue to neglect, vii 
exclusion. 

2. If they do not amend, let him who hs 
the charge of the circuit, exclude tbem, (i 
the church) sltowing that Uiey are laid esidtt 
for a broach of our rules of discipline, anA 
not for immoral conduct. 



Of the Band Soeietitt. 
bur bur beNuiFra, who hiii eonfidagM in «uh 
llnul bs men, ot sU i»oii>rii: ud mS nuriol. 



The desi^ of our meeting is to obey thai 
command of God, Confrss yourfauUt one to 
another, and pray one for anetlitr, that j/h 
M4W (( htakd: James v, 16. 

To this end we agree, 

1, To meel once a week, at least. 

2. To came punctually at the hour api- 
poinied ; without some extraordinary reasoik ~ 
prerents. 

3. To begin exactly at the hpur with siiig- 
iiig or prayer. 

4, To speak, each of us in order, Ireelj 
and plainly, the true state of our souls, with 
th« faults WG have committed in tempers, 
wordM. or actions, and the temptations wc 
b&TG fult since oar last meeting. 

A. Tu end every meeting with prayer suited 
(O tlio state of each person present. 

9. To desire some person among as (u 



Meak his own state first, and then to uk 
the re-ii 



n order, aa many and as anarchillg 



i 




(/ Societies. 



queslions as may be, concerning tliei 
sine, and temptations. 

Komcof the questions proposed to on 
lie is admitted among us, may be to tl 

1. Have you llie forgiveness of yi 

2. Have yon peace with God, thrd 
Lord Jesus CnBisT 1 

3. Have you the witness of Gon' 
with your spirit, that you are a child 

4. la the lore of Gou shed abroad 
heart ! 



. Has no sic 
nlon over you 1 

6. Do you dc 

7. Do you di 
faults, and that pli 



nward or outward 

) tobetoldofyoui 

c lo be told of I 

in and home ? 

S. Do you desire that every am 

should tell you, from time to time, whi 

is in our heart concerning you 1 

9. Consider 1 Do you desire we shl 
you whatsoever we think, whatsoever I 
whatsoever we hear concernicg you t 

10. Do you desire that in doing I 
should come as close as possible, I 
should cut to the jjuiok, and search yqi 
to the bottom W 

11. Is it your desire and design U 
this and all other occasions oDtirelyM 
as to spealc witlioiit disguise, ui^fl 

^^ «a«f e T jlli|H 
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Any of the preceding questions may be 
asked as often as occasion requires : the four 
following at every meeting. 

1. What known sins have you committed 
since our last meeting 1 

2. What particular temptations have you 
met with 1 

3. How were you delivered ? 

4. What have you thought, said, or done 
of which you doubt whether it be sin or not ? 

Directions given to the Band Societies, December 

25th, 1744. 

You are supposed to have the Faith that 
overcometh the world, — ^To you, therefore, it 
is not grievous : 

I. Cfarefully to abstain from doing evil ; in 
particular, 

1. Neither to buy nor sell any thing at all 
on the Lord's day. 

2. To taste no spirituous liquor, no dram 
of any kind, unless prescribed by a physician. 

3. To be af a word both in buying and 
selling. 

4. Not to mention the faults of any behind 
his back, and to stop those short that do. 

5. To wear no needless ornaments, such as 
rings, ear riui^s, necklaces^ lace^QiwsSSsK^- 

6. To ftae no neeefless self \iidul««ut«.. ^ . 
//. ZeaJously to mMU\.W\Ti ^wA^^"^*^*- 

p^rticulsLT. 
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1. To^'ueaJnisofauch things as you { 
eeas, and that according to your ability. 

2. To reprove those who sin io your sif^ 
uid that ia love and meeksess of wisdom* 

3. To bepatteroH of diligence undfrugiUil 
of self denial, and taking up the cross du 

III. Constantly to attend on all the ut4 
nances orGodi in part icu tar, 

1. To be at church, and at the Lou 
table, and at every public meeting of t 
bands, at every opportunity. 

2. To use private prayer every day ; 
Gunilf prayer, if you are the head of a funi 

3. Frequently to read the Scriptures, 
meditate thereon. And, 

4. To observe, as days of fasting or abal 
nence, all Fridays in the year. 



L 



Qflht privileges granitd u 

Quest. 1. How ollen shall we permit thai 
who are not of our church to meet in das 

Ansip. At every other meeting of the cli 
in every place, let no stranger he admitte 
At other times they may ; but the 
son not above twice or thrice. 

Quest. 2. How often shall we perntit: 
gero to be present at our love feaalftf 



e admitte 

e same pM 

ernutflM 

m 



I 
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Ansm. Let them be admitted with the ut- 
tnoBt cwition; and the same pcrsoD on no 
SocouRl aboie twice or thrice, unless he be 
tone a member. 



of Marriage. 

QmsI. I. Do we observe an; evil whicii 
\^ prevailed in our church with respect to 
•nartiage ■? 

Anew. Many ofour members ha»e married 
Vith unatoakfitd persons. This hits proda- 
*»«1 bad cftects ; they have been either hin- 
^red for life, or have turned back to perdi- 

<Ju«j(. 2. What can be done to discourage 
»his? 

Ansai. I. Let every preacher publicly 
enrorce the apostle's caution, " Be ye not 
Uiiei|Lial!y yoked together with unbelievers," 
2Cor. vi. 14. 

i. Let him declare, whoever does this will 
M put back on trial for six months, 

S. When any such is put back on trial, let 
t HiitaUe exhortation be subjoined. 

4. Let all be exhorted to take no step in 
n weighty a matter, without advising with 
1 Berious of their brethren. 
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Quest 3. Ought any woman to marry with' 
oat the consent of her parents ? 

Answ, In general she ouglit not. Td 
there may be exceptions. For if, 1. A lio 
roan believe it to be her duty to marry: if 
2. Her parents absolutely refuse to let hei 
marry any Christian : then she may, oaf 
ought to marry without their consent. Ye 
even then a Methodist preacher ought not t 
be married to her. 

We do not prohibit our people from m^ 
tying persons who are not of our churd 
provided such persons have the form, and ai 
seeking the power of godliness ; but we ai 
determined to discotirage their marrying p0 
sons who do not come up to this descriptioi 
And even in a doubtful case, the memb< 
shall be put back on trial 



SECTION YI 
Of Dress. 

Quest. Should we insist on the rules coi 
ceming dress ? 

Answ. By all means. This is no timei i 
give any encouragement to superfluity of a| 
parel. Therefore give no tickets lo any ti 
they have left off superfluous ornaments. I 
order to this^ 1. Let every one who has tli 



nujus boon*"' ^ 

v-'S.tfS'A*""-"""-'"" 

I r?fw "»•- "r« Sot..-" ff •; 

j:%6ie»t " ,nd zlofy- '" f the cite«i*»| 



[ing- 
ot «! 
rcuitil 



88 Trial of Disorderly Fers 

trial, by absenting himself, afli 
notice given him, and the circu 
the accusation be strong and [ 
let him be esteemed as guilty, ani 
ingly excluded. — Witnesses fr 
shall not be rejected. 

2. But in cases of neglect of c 
kind, imprudent conduct, indu 
tempers or words, or disobedience 
and discipline of the church : F 
rate reproof be given by a preachi 
and if there be an acknowledgi 
fault, and proper humiliation, the 
be borne with. On a second 
preacher or leader may take one 
fol friends. On a third offence, 
be brought before the society, 
number, and if there be no sign 
miliation, the offender must be c 

8. If a member of our chur 

clearly convicted of endeavour 

dissensions in any of our societies 

ing against either our doctrines c 

- such person so offending, shall 

L ' proved by the senior minister or 

his circuit, and, if he persist in 
cious practices, he shall be expel 
church. 

4. Nevertheless, if m any of 
mentioned cases the minister 



one. ^^^^\ 
rity of the | 
erning the 1 
person, the ' 
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differ in judgment from the majority a 
society, ot the select number, concerning tl 
itinoc«nc£ or guilt of the accused person, the 
trial, in sucii case, may be referred by the 
miaister or preacher, to the casuing quarterly 
meeting conference. 

5. If there be a mutmut or complaint from 
any excluded person, in any of the above 
mentioned inslanceB, that justice has not 
been done, he shall be allowed an appeal to 
ibe neit ijuarterly meeting conference ! ex- 
cept ^uch as absent themselves from trial, 
afler sufficient notice is gi/en ibem : and the i 
majority of the travelling and local preach- | 
'— 1, exborters, stewards, and leaders present, 

dl finally determine the case. 

After such forms of trial and expulsion, 

oh persons shall have no privileges of soci- 
My at of sacraments, in our church, without 
'CORtrition, confession, and proper trial. 



SECTION VIII. 
QT tke Sale and I'm oJ Spiiittiaus Iajuoti. 
Quest. 1. What directions shall he given 
'Concerning the sale and use of spirituous 
liiinorB T 

Answ. If any member of our church retail 
"pr give spirituous ti(|uuTfi, and any thing dis- 
orderly be transacted under his mof on this 
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account, the preacher who has the ovenigbt 
of the circuit shall proceed against him as in 
the case of other immoralities : and the per- 
son accused shall be cleared, censured, sufr- 
pended, or excluded, according to his eon* 
duct, as on other charges of immorality. 



CHAPTER m. 

SACRAMENTAL SERVICES, ETC* 

SECTION I. 

77ie Order for the Administration of the Lor^M 

Supper. 

The EUder shall say one or more of these sentences 

Let your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father who is in heaven. Matt, v, 16. 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon 
earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves break through and steal : but 
lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust doth cormpt, 
and where thieves do not break through nor 
steal, Matt, vi, 19, 20. 

Whatsoever ye would that men should do 
unto you, even so do unto them : for this if 
the law and the prophets, Matt vii, 12. 
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Not erery one that saith ddIo me. Lord, 
LiOrd, sbaJl enter ioto the kin^iJom of heaven, 
but he that docth thb will o( my Father who 
isialinveD, Malt vi, 21. 

Zkccheus Biixid Tortb, and said unto the 

Lord, B«hald, Lord, the half of my goods I 

give to tbe pixir : and if I have done aity 

' WTOuf£ to any man ; I restore him fonrfold, 

Luka xii, 9. 

He that soweth little, ahall reap little ; and 

^be tbftt mweth plenteonsly, shall reap plen- 

■teonsly. Let every man do according as be 

'■ dispoaed in his heart , not gi udgingi; or of 

leceuity: for God lovetfa a cheerful giver, 2 

|Gor. ix. 6, 7. 

While we hare lime, lei us do good unto 
KgU men, &nd especially unto them that are of 
''tfa household of faith, Gal. ri, 10. 

Godliness with contentment is great gain ; 
tot m hrought nothing into this world, and it 
ia certain we can cany nothing out. 1 Tim. 
n, «. 7. 

Chargethemwhoare rich in this world, (hat 
the^ be ready to she, and /Ud to distribute, 
hying up in store for themselves a good foun- 
duioa against the time to come, that ihey 
nty attain eternal life, 1 Tim. vi, 17, 1^, 19. 
Ood is not unrighteous, that he will forgot 
mur works and labour that proceedalh of 
fore i which love you have showed for Ua 
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name's sbake, who have ministered ua 
saints, and yet do minialer, Heb, vi, 1| 

To do good, and to distribute forge 
for with such sacrifices God is well pt 
Heb. xiii, 16. 

Who30 hath this world's good, and. 
his brother have need, and shutteth i 
bowels of compassion from htm, how.'.l 
cth the love of God in him 1 1 John iii 

He that hath pity upon the poor. It 
unto the Lord ; and look, what he laiC 
it shall be paid him again, Prov. jciit, I 

Blessed is the man that provideth C 
sick and needy ; the Lord shall delivfl 
in time of trouble, Psalm xli, 1. 

[While these sentences are \a regding, Bomei 
Bon appoinled for Ihal purpose, alittll recn 
alniB For the poor, and otlier devations of t| 
pie, in a deceot basin, to be provided for tb 
pose ; and lh<!n lii4ne it lo the Elder, w9 
place it upnn the table.) 

J^tr wkich tht Elder skull tay. 

Ye that do truly and earnestly repi 
your sins, and are in love an<l charit] 
your neighbours, and intend to lead i 
life, following the commandments of 
and walking from henceforth in bii 
ways ; draw near with faith, and laki 
holy sacrament to your comfort : aad 



the Lord's Sapper. 



ft'jMai humble confessioD to Almighty God, 
r meekly Reeling upon ;our kneee. 

nm (JUB tku general eo^fttaion be made hf the 

JBmttti in tht name of all those wAa are mnded 

U rtreive the Holy CommvHion. buth he aitd aU 

^m tkt ftopit ktueUng humbli/ upon fheir Aneeg, and 

^K Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesua 
Brbriit, EHRker of all things. Judge of all men : 
Rk acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins 

■ iIIkI ivickedness, which we from time to lime 
K'miM grievously have committed, by thought, 
Hpsrd, and deed, against ihy Divine Majesty, 
Hbovoking most justly thy wrath and iaiUgna- 
^■pn Bgaiiist us. We do earnestly rep«nt, and 
^b beatlily sorry for these our misdoings ; 
^H^ femembrance ofthem is grievous unto ue. 
^Uive mercy upon us, have mercy upon ns, 
BpHt ntefciful Father ; for thy Son, our Lord 
^betn Chiist'B sake, forgive us all that is 
B|(R; and gram that wc may ever hereafter 
^Erve and please thee in newness of life, to 
^pe honour and glory of thy name, through 
HttUB Christ our Lord. Amen. 

■ Then ikati the Elder latj, 

KO Almighty God. our heavenly Father, 
Hbo of thy great mercy hath promised tbr- 
HbetfsM of eins to alt them thKt with hearty 
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repentance and true faith toto unto thee: K 
have mercy upon us ; pardon and deliver w K 
from all our sins, confirm and strengthen ns 1 j 
■ in all goodness, and bring us to everlasting m 
life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amea. 1 
The CaUect. J 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts b^J 
open, all desires known, and from whom ii04 
secrets are hid ; cleanse the thoughts of oui^^ 
[ hearts by the inspiration qf thy Holy Spirit^J 
that we may perfectly love ihee, ami worthil)^"] 
1 magnify thy holy name, through Christ our*^ 
Lord. Amea. 

Then shall the Elder soj, , 

It 19 very meet, right, and our bounden.- 
duty, that we should at all times, and in ^ 
places, give thanks unto thee O Lord, Hdy 
Father, Almighty, Everlasting God. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and . 
with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify thy glorious name, evermore prais- 
ing thcfi, and saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord 
God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of 
thy glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord most 
high. Amen. 

Then shall the Elder say, 

We do not presume to come to this thy 
table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 
%l]teousnes!>, hut in thy manifold and great 
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__ _ not worthy so much as to 

Kther up the crumbs uctler thy table. But 
kioa an the same Lord, whose property is 
siwKfa to have mercy : Grant us, therefore, 
rraciouB Lord, so to eat the tlesh of thy dear 
3oD Jesus Cbrist, and to drink his bluod, that 
><ii sinful souls and bodies may be made clean 
kjr )i'3 death, nod washed through his most 
Precious hlood, and tbat we may evermore 
K'^ell in him, and he in us. Amen. 
W^mlh EUer thati lay iht prayer of consctration, 
B asfoUuuttk. 

^Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who 
•f thy tender mercy didst give ihineonly Son 
^ rsiis Christ to suffer death upon the cross 
}T oDT redemption ; who made tliere (by his 
■ iilition of himself once olTered) a full, per- 
■ ^ct, and auffieieot sacrifice, oblation and 
Mtlisfaction for the sins uf the whole world : 
Mid did institute, and in his holy gospel com- 
^Kiuid us to continue, a perpetual memory of 
t-liU his precious death until his coming 
%^n : hoar us, O merciful Father, we most 
kambly beseech thee, and grant that we, 
'^Miving these thy creatures of bread and 
<*ine, according to thy Son our Saviour JesuB 
Christ's holy institution in remembrance of 
|lia death and passion, may be partakers of 
most bleued Body and Blood; who in ths 
nighl that hn wn? brtraved. VftoV.\«««\" 



r 
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(1) and when he had (l)Uaritki 
Biveo thanks, he broke ^'"i^' '*«. 
*. /n\ J -1 . !.■ bread mte hit 

it (2) and gave ■( to his 

disciples, saying, Take, a j i 

e.l;thi.(3)i.m,Bod, j,<a„1tj 

which is giyen for you ; 

Dothis, in remembrance ,3. ^^ /^^ 

of roe. Likewise after hUhamUvfoi 

supper he look (4) the Bread. 

cup ; and when he had 

given thanks, he gave it (4) Hert j 

to them, saying, Drink M*< ilte cup 

ye all of this, for tliis '""^• 

15) is my bJood of the j 

New-Testament, which J^i -^fJZ 

, J rt , r nis nana upom 

IS shed for you, ajid for b(s„^ lehleil 

many, for the remission the ui 

of sinB ; Do this, as oft 

as ye shall drink it in remembrance 

Tken thaU the MitdattrfiTtl Tteeiat tit Ci 

tn both kinds hijate(f. and fken proceed tu. 
Iht tame to Ikt otktr Mmiitera in like i 
(if any be preatnt,) and afitr that to Ihd, 
also, in oritirT, into tktir kaade. And wActI 
liveTtik the bnad, he ihall tay, I 

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
was gif en for tkce, preserve thy soul an 
^to everlasting life. Take and eat 
ibrance Wat Chrut died fbr At 
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1 in l/iy heart b; faith wilh thankS' 

itttr tkat JelivercCk the cup ihaU tay, 

e UdoJ of out Lord Jesus Cbriiit, which 

for thee, pteseive My sou/ and body 

everlasting life. Drink this in retneni. 

that Christ's blood was shed for t/lrr^ 

thstikful. 

^a MOMcntEd bread or wine bo dJl speQl bcfom 
^- Mtomwucsted, th« Elder may coiuccratK- 

illng the pcaj>sr ofconaocralion.) 

.__. . BVecomnluTucaleii, [he MiniElDT shall 
to tfaa lionl'i TiUe, and placs upon il wlint 
Mh of ttia eoasecialed elements, cvvoriiig t)i» 
lilli a £uT linen cloth | 

iatttlu Eldctiavtkc Ijird's frai/tr ; ihtprc- 

fU rtymtia^ ajar him f-Btry pclitim, 

t Father wha art in heaven, hallowed 
DUne: Thj kingdom come : Thy will 
la on earth as it is in heaven ; Give un 
If OUT daily bread ; and forgive us our 
sMB, oa wc forgive ibein th&t trespass 
t us: ujid lead us not into temptation, 
liver us from evil, fur thine is the King' 
■d the Power, and tlie Glory, for ever 

4fier KbUh thall hi 'aid aa/nUo>e,th> 
lOtd and heavenly Father, we thy bunn 
iTWita desire iliy Fatherly goodnc" 
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mercifully to accept this oar sacri 
[iraise and thanksgiving; most hum 
seeching thee to grant that, by the mei 
death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and t 
faith in his Mood, we and thy whole 
may obtain remission of our sins, i 
other benefits of his passion. And I 
offer and present unto thee, O Loi 
selves, our souls and bodies, to be a 
able, holy, and lively sacrifice untc 
humbly beseeching thee that all we i 
partakers of this holy Communion, : 
filled with thy grace and heavenly b 
tion. And although we be unworthy, \ 
our manifold sins, to offer unto Ui 
sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to aco 
our bounden duty and service; not 
ing our merits, but pardoning our o 
through Jesus Christ our Lord : by 
and with whom, in the unity of tb 
Ghost, all honour and glory be unto 
Father Almighty, world without end. 

Then shall be said, 

Glory be to God on high, and o 
peace, good will towards men. W« 
thee, we bless thee, we worship tl 
glorify thee, we give thanks to thee 
great glory, O Lord God, heavenl; 
God the Father Almighty. 
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O Lord, the only begotten Son Jesus 
Christ ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of 
the Father, that takest away the sins of the 
world, have mercy upon us. Thou that 
takest away the sins of the world, have mercy 
upon us. Thou that takest away the sins of 
the world, receive our prayer. Thou that 
attest at the right hand of God the Father, 
have mercy upon us. 

For thou only art holy ; thou only art the 
Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy 
Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 



Then the Elder, if he see it expedient, may put up 
an extempore prayer ; and afterwards shau let the 
people depart with this blessing : 

May the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, and of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord ; and the blessing 
of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain 
with you always. Amen. 

N. B. If the Elder be straitened for time, he may 
omit any part of the service, except the prayer of 
Consecration. 
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SECTION 11. 

The Minutratian of Baptism to IiifaMtt. 

The Minioter coming tn tha fniil. whiah ia 
filled with puce vtXm, shall ase the foUowU 
Bome otliBi exhartatioD, suitable to thi* M 

Dearly beloved, forasmuch as all 
conceived and born in sin, and that otir 
viour Christ suith, None can enter jnUi 
kingdom orGc(l,escept be be regenerate 
born anew of water and of tlie Holy GI 
I beseech you to call upon God the S'a 
through our Lord Jeeus Christ, that a 
bounteous mercy he will grant to tMi i 
that thing which by nature lit cosnot h 
that he may be baptized with water and 
Holy Ghost, and received into Christ's 
church, ami be made o liBtlif mtmber o| 
tume. 

Thtn tiudl the Minister aay. 
Let us pny. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who of 
great mercy didst save Noah and his fa 
in the ark from pcrishihg by water; and' 
didal eafely lead the children of Israel, 
pe<qile, through the Red sea, figuring th 
oj Ihy holy baptism : and by the baptiif 
^^^to ve:i-b«Ioved Son Jeaus Chriot^^u 
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Jordan, didst sanctify water for this holy 
sacrament. We beseech thee, for thine infi- 
nite mercies, that thou wilt look upon this 
child: wash him and sanctify him with the 
Holy Ghost; that he being delivered from thy 
wrath, may be received into the ark of Christ's 
church, and being steadfast in faith, joyful 
through hope, and rooted in love, may so pass 
the waves of this troublesome world, that 
finally he may come to the land of everlasting 
life; there to reign with thee, world without 
end, through Jcsns Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O merciful God, grant that the old Adam 
in this child may be so buried, that the new 
man may be raised up in him. Amen. 

Grant that all carnal affections may die in 
him, and that all things belonging to the 
Spirit may live and grow in turn. Amen. 

Grant that he may have power and strength 
to have victory, and to triumph against the 
devil, the world, and the flesh. A7nen, 

Grant that whosoever is dedicated to thcc 
by our Office and Ministry, may also be en- 
dued with heavenly virtues, and everlastingly 
rewarded through tliy mercy, O blessed Lord 
God, who dost live and govern all things, 
world without end. Amen, 

Almighty, ever living Go^, "TiV^^fc \stf5!^ 
dearly beloved Son Jesua V^WvaX, Vst \!wiSssi- 
ffivenessofonr ?»ins, did sWxV wV oS.\C\'^w^^ 
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precious side bolh water and blood, and gave 
commandmeiitto hisdisciplea that they shoiild 
go teach all nations, and baptize them in tbe 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost; regard, we beeeech tbesi 
the supplications of thy congregation ; stnsr 
tify this water for this holy Sacrament; veAt 
grant that this child now to be baptized, im^ 
receive the fulness of thy grace, arnd eieX 
remain itk the number of thy faithiiil ts^ 
elect children, through Jesus Christ Wt 
Lord. Jimen. 

Then ahall thi people slrmd tip .- and the Mtniiter 



They brought young children to Christ, 
that he should touch them — And his disciples, 
rebuked those that brought them ; but when 
■lesus saw it, he was much displeased, and' 
said unto them. Suffer the little children V 
come unto me, and forbid them not, fcH* <>.■— 
such is the kingdom of God.— Verily I aaf. 
unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the', 
kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not 
enter ihereiu. — And he look lliem up ia his 
arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed 



1 blessed 

■I 
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JThen the Mimster shall take the Child into his 
HandSf and say to the Friends of the Child j 

Name this child. 

•t?nd theHf naming it after themy he shall sprinkle or 
pour water upon itj or if desired, immerse it hi 
vfoter^ saying f 

N. I baptize thee in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. Amen. 

Then shall be said, all kneeling, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name ; thy kingdom come ; thy will 
be done on earth, as it is in heaven : give us 
this day our daily bread ; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass 
against us ; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. Amen, 

Then shall the Minister conclude with extemporary 

Prayer. 



The Ministration of Baptism to such as are 

of riper years. 

The Minister shall use thefolloioing, or some other 
exhortation, suitable to tJus Holy Ofice. 

Dearly beloved, forasmuch as all men are 
conceived and born in sin, (and that which 
is born of the flesh is flesh, and they that are 
in the flesh cannot p\e«Lse Q.^^'W.\v«^'>»^^ 
u'n, co/nmitting many aclvwsXVtwv^^^^'^^^^'^*^ 
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and that our Saviour Christ saith, None can 
enter into the kingdom of God, except he be 
regenerate and born anew of water and of 
the Holy Ghost : I beseech you to call apon 
God the Father, through our Lord Jefios 
Christ, that of his bounteous goodness he wiE 
grant to these persons, that which by natore 
they cannot have ; that they may be baptised 
with water and the Holy Ghost, and received 
into Christ's holy church, and be made live« 
]y members of the same. 

Then shall the Minister say, 

I 

Almighty and immortal (rod, the aid of all 
that need, the helper of all that flee to thee 
fi^r succour, the life of them that believe, and 
the resurrection of the dead : We call npon 
thee for these persons ; that they coming to 
thy holy baptism^ may receive remission of 
their sins, by spiritual regeneration. Receive 
them, O Lord, as thou hast promised by thy 
well-beloved Son, saying. Ask and ye shall 
receive, seek and ye shall find : knock and 
it shall be opened unto you: so give now 
unto us that ask : let us that seek, find ; open 
the gate unto us that knock ; that these ptr» 
sons may enjoy the everlasting benediction of 
thy heavenly washing, and may come to the 
eternal kingdom which thou hast promised 
by Christ our Lord. Amen. 



' See. 9. are of ri^r yean. IM 

J^cr ahich &g thalt aay. 

Almighty and everlasting God, heavenly 

iF&tber, we give thee humble thanks, foi that 

■tbou host TDuchsared to caJl us to the know- 

Bledgeofthy grace, and Taith in thee; inctensQ 

P^ia knowledge and confirm this faith in U6 

' Orermore. Give thy Holy Spirit to these per- 

lons that they may be born again, and be 

Bade heirs o( everlasting Balvatioo throiigti 

onr Lord Jesus Cliriat, who liveth and reign- 

dh with thee and the iloly Spirit, now and 

for ever. Amen. 



•y St.Jdin,ta 

^Bt vein. 

There was a man of tlte Pharisees, named 
Uicodemus, a ruler of the Jews : the same 
'Oome to Jesus by night, and eaid unto him. 
Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come 
fium God : for no man can do iheee miracles 
atiKt thod doesi except God be with him. 
iJesus answered and said unto him, Verily, 
Iveiily, 1 say onto thee, E^;eept a man be born 
apiiD, he cannot see tlie kingdom of God. 
Nioodemus saitb unto him, How can a man 
8c bom when he is old 1 Can he enter the 
Mcond time into hiis mother's womb, and be 
born'^ .lesus answered, VeiiV(,Ni«'i'),V»^ 
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onto thee, Except a man be bore of waleiT" 

id or tbe Spirit, he cannot enter iDto th^?^ 

'dom of God. That which ia born of lh^=* 

I 13 flesh, and that tvhicli is bora of the^^ 

'it is spirit. Marvel not that 1 said upt o^^ 

:, Ve must be born again. The wini^V 

hloweth where it listeth, and thoii hearest tbo^'* 

sound thereof; but canst not tell whence it=^ 

leth, and whither it goeth : so is eveijT"" 

that is born of the Spirit : 

Id tht pciBona U 



Well beloved, who are come hither, desir- " 
!|&g to receive Itol; Baptism, ye have heard 
low the congregation hath prayed, that our— 
liord Jesus Christ would vouchsafe to receive 
^Hiand bless you, to release you of your sins, 
is give you the kingdom of heaven, and ever- -' 
luting life. And our Lord Jesus Christ 
!taih promised in his holy word to grant all 
ftose things that we have prayed for ; which 
|ironiisc he fof his part will most surely keep 
and pet form. 

Wherefore afler this promise made by 
'Christ, i/ou must also faithfully, for your part, 

» promise in the presence of this whole con- 
^gation, that you will renounce the devil 
" " all his works, and constantly beli ftte 
8 holy word, and obediently keepij^B 
rraaiidinents. fll 
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IVn fkaU the Miiuater dciaand of tiuh «/ the per- 
tons to bt bapliiciIfSererally, 

Qtust. Dost thou lenounce the devil and 

I all hia works, the vaiu pomp and glory of the 

L world, with ajl covetous desires of ihe same, 

md Ihe carnal desires of the Heah, so thdt 

u nilt not follow or be led by them 1 

Insir. I teDouncc (hem all. 

, Quest. Dost Iliou believe in God the Fa- 

Uier Alinight;, Maker of heaven and earth? 

Kod in Jesus Christ hia only begotten Son 

1 our Lord 1 — and that he was conceived by 

L^ie Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary t 

"ml be suffered onder Pontius Pilate, was 

nicified, dead, and buried ; that he rose 

n Ibe third day ; Ihat he aRcended into 

iaven, and siiteih at the right hand of God 

e Father Almighty, and from thence ahsli 

iome again, at the end of the world, to judge 

he quick and the dead- 

And dost thou believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the Holy Catholic Church ; the Communion 
ofSaints; the Remission of sins; the Resur- 
rection of the body, and everlasting life after 
deuhl 

AnsiB. All this I steadfastly believe. 
Qaesl. Wilt thou be baptized in lliis 
bithl 

Anrni'. This is my desire. 

Qurtt Wilt thou thpti o\ia4\w*l V<!Rk> 
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Ood's holy will and Gommandnieiils, k 
walk in the same all ihe clays of thy life ? 
Anstn. I will endeavour so to do, God I 
ing ray helper. 

Then shail tht Minisler say, 

O merciful God, grant that the old i 
in these persons may be bo buried, that t] 
new man may be raised up in them. Ame 

Grant that all carnal afTecljons tnay d 
in them, and that all things belonging U> d 
^irit may live and grow in Ihcm. Amen,\ 

Grant that thcff may have power ap 
strength to have victory, and triumph a; 
the devil, the world, and llie AeBh. An 

Grant thai they being here dedicated i 
thee hy out office and ministry, may also V 
endued with heavenly virtues, and everlaa 
ingly rewarded, through thy meri'y, O bleaaa 
Lord Goi),whodo.st live and govern all thing) 
world without end. — Amen. 

Almighty, ever living God, whose miM 
dearly beloved Son Jesits Christ, for the G ' 
giveneas of our sins, did shed out of his rai 
precious side, both water and blond ; a 
gave commandment to his disciples that thej 
ehould go teach all nations, and baptize then 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son 
pnd of the Holy Ghost : Regard, ne b 
thee, the supplic&ljiHiaoCtbia concref 



are of riper years. Wi^ 

Lincl grant that the prrsons now to be bap- 
nTcd, may rcceire the fulness of thj grace, 

' and ever remain in the number of thy faith- 
ful and elect children, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amm. 

Tk™ ikall tkt Miniatr taki auhpersan to bt kap- 
^ .-_ _• i._, ,j^ ^y kmad ; and placing him mk- 
V iy llufoM, tft^tJitig to his distmi»H, 
k tie aavu ; a»d tkm ahitl rprinktt ar 
iftr i^on Abu, (or ^ he shall Jtsirt it, 
mm Aim n mUer,) tayiag, 

\ JV. I baptize thee in the oaiae of Ibe 
Uher, aad of the Son, and of ibe Holy 

shall te i»id tlie LBrd'spraytr, all kiuctiiig. 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed 

thy name ; Thy kingdom come ; Thy will 

done oD earth, as it is in heaven : Give us 

day our daily bread ; and forgive us our 

as wc forgive them (hat Irespaas 

And lead us not into temptation ; 

Itut deliver us from evil. Smen. 

[Tien Itl thcMimsttr omcbidtKilknttnporary 
ptw^r-i 
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SECTION III. 

The form of Sokmnizaiion of Matrimony, 

First f the banns of aU that are to he married toge- 
ther , must be published in the eongregationj tm§ 
several Sundays in the time oj divine servUBf 
(unless they be othervnse quailed oecardiHg to 
laWf) the minister saying after the aeautomtd 
manner^ 

I publish the banns of marriage between 

M of and N of . If any of you 

know cause or just impediment, why these 
two persons should not be joined together in 
holy matrimony, ye are to declare it. This 
is the first [second or third] time of asking. 

M the day and time appointed for solemnization oj 
Matrimony, the persons to be married standing to- 
gether j the mnn on the right hand, and the women 
on the left, the Minister shall say. 

Dearly beloved, we are gathered togethcx 
here in the sight of God, and in the presence 
of these witnesses, to join together this man 
and this woman in holy matrimony : which 
is an honourable estate, instituted of God in 
the time of man's innoccncy, signifying untc 
us the mystical union that is betwixt Chrisl 
and his church ; which holy estate Christ 
adorned and beautified with his presence, and 
first miracle that he wrought in Cana of Gali- 
lee^ and is commended of St. Paul to be hon- 
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cMir&ble unong aJI tneo ; and theierore is not , 

by any to be entcrpiiscd, or taJiea iD hand 

'unftdvisedlf, but reverently, discreetly, ad- ' 

viaedly, and in the fear of God. 

Into which holy estate Itiese two persons 
present come now lo be joined. Therefore 
£ f any can sbon an; just cau^e why they may 
^ot lawfully be joined together, let liim now 
^pcak, or else hereafter for ever bold bi» 

.Ini the fpeaking iltiIb the pcrsiim thai are to be 
married, he ihsil say, 

^ I re(]uirc and charge you both (as you will 
'^answer at the dreadful day of judgment, when 
"Vbe secrets of all hearts shall be disclosed) 
"Vhu if either of you know any impediment 
~vhy you may not be lawfully joined together 
an matrimony, you do now confess it : for bo 
^o well aasurcd, that ho many as are coupled ' 
logGther otherwise than God's word dotb al- 
low, »TC not joined together by God, neither 
is theif matrimony lawfui. 

(f M imptdiment be alleged, tSen shall the ttinktir 

,^3u»totkc„^m. 

Ml Wilt thou have this woman to thy 
wedded wife, to live together after God'a ordi- 
nance, in llw holy estate of matrimony 1 Will 
thou love hf^r, comfort her, honour, onJ keep 
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her, in sickness and in health ; and, fc 
ing all other^ keep thee only unto her^ an 
as ye both shall live ? 

The man shali answer, 

I will. 

Then shaU the Minister say unto the toomi 

N. Wilt thou have this man to thy w( 
husband, to live together afler God's 
nance, in the holy estate of Matrim 
Wilt thou obey him, serve him, love, ho 
and keep him, in sickness and in he 
and, forsaking all other, keep thee onl} 
him, so long as ye both shall live ? 

The woman shaU answer^ 
I will. 

Then the Minister shaU cause the man toitJt hi: 
hand to take the woman hy her rigJu hand, . 
say after him asfoUowetn : 

I ilf. take thee N* to be ray wedded 
to have and to hold, from this day for^ 
p, I for better, for worse, for richer, for poor 

'^ ^' sickness, and in health, to love and to ch< 

till death us do part, according to God'i 
ordinance: and thereto I plight the< 
faith. 

f 

Then shall theu loose their hands, and the t 

.; toiih her right hand taking the man hy hii 

i htmdf skaUlUcewise say sfitr the minister : 
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\ N. take thee M. to be my wedded hus- 
^Innd, to have and to hold from this da; for- 
ward, (or better, foi worse, for richer, for 
poorer, in sickness and in health, to bve, 
cherish, and to obey, till death U8 do part, 
according to God's holy ordinance : and 
"™ ' ' B thee my faith. ( 



Tlan shall tie MiniiUi 



Lota 






pray. 



O, Eternal God, Creator and Preserver of 
11 mankitid, Giver of all spiritual grace, tlie 
Author of everlasting life ; send thy blessing 
ion these thy servants, this man ajid this 
man, whom we blesa in thy name ; that as 
c and Rebecca lived rRithfully together, 
' go these persons may surely perform and keep 
the vow and corenant betwixt theiu made, 
and may ever remain in perfect lave and 
peace together,and live according to thy iaivs, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. ^iiun. 



n ihatl the Ministtr join th'ir right lianis tngr 
thir, anAsay, 

h Those whom God hath joined together, Itt 

bnao put asunder. 

f Forasmucli as M. and ^V. have consented 
■ether in holj) wedlock , and have witnessed 
(mum before God and tliia compapyiUid 
» haw pledged th'Vrt tM\\\ •iK*^** 
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other^ and have declared the same by joining 
of hands ; I pronounce that they are man and 
wife together, in the name of the Father, 
and of the @on, and of the Holy Ghost JhteB, 

And the Minister shaU add this blessing : 

God the Father, God the Son, God the 
Holy Gliost, bless, preserve, and keep yon ; 
the Lord mercifully with his favour look upon 
you, and so fill you with all spiritual benedic- 
tion and grace, that ye may so live together 
in this life, that in the world to come ye may 
have life everlasting, ^^tmen. 

Then the Minister shall say, 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name ; Thy kingdom come ; Thy will 
be done on earth, as it is in heaven : give us 
this day our daily bread ; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass 
against us : and lead us not into temptation ; 
but deliver us from evil. Amen, 

Then shall the Minister say, 

O God of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of 
Jacob, bless this man and this woman, and 
sow the seed of eternal life in their hearts, 
that whatsoever in thy holy Word they shall 
proiitably learn, they may indeed fulfil the 
/^-ame. Look, O Lord^ mercifully on them 
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from heiT«ti, and bless them: and as thou 
didst aend ihjr blesstntia upon Abraham and 
Sarah, lo their great comfort, so vouchsafe to 
send thy blessings ujKin this man and this 
womanj^hat tliey, obeying thy will, and al- 
wayB being in safety under thy protection, 
nay abide in thy love unto their lives' end, 

■ rough Jesus Christ our Lord. ^nten. 
O God, who by thy mighty pover, hast 
.made all things of nothing ; who also (after 
other things set in order) didst appoint that 
out of man (created after thine own image 
and Bimititude) woman should take her be- 
ginning; and, knitting them together, didEt 
teach that it should never be lawful to put 
uander thoHe whom thou by matrimony hadst 
made one : O God, who has consecrated the 
«tate of matrimony to such an excellent mys- 
ilery, that in it is signified and represented 
Ihe apirituat marriage and unity betwixt 
Christ and his Church : look mercifully upon 
this man and ibis wi>man ; that this man may 
lore his wife, according to thy Word, (as 
Christ did Iovp his Spouse the Church, who 
gvtf himself for it ; loving and cherishing it, 
~ ren as hia own Hesh.) and also that this wo- 

tan may be loving and amiable, faithful and 
sb^dtent In her husband ; and in all quiet- 
Ssas, sobriety, and peace, be a (ollowex <& 
liotT anff £>iNfly mntrona. OliOiiiWlftW**^ 
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both, and grant them to inherit thy everlast 
ing kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord 
tSbnen* 

Then shall the Minister say^ 

Almighty God, who at the beginning die 
create our first parents, Adam and Eve, an< 
did sanctify and join them together in mar 
riage, pour upon you the riches of his grace 
sanctify and bless you, that ye may pleaa 
him both in body and soul, and live togethe 
in holy I6ve unto your lives' end. Amen, 



The Order of the Burial of the Dead. 

N. B. The following or some other Bolenm Servici 

shall ha used. 

The Minister meeting the corpse, and going brfor* 

it, shall sajff 

I am the resurrection and the life, saitl 
the Lord: he that believeth in me, thougl 
he were dead, yet shall he live ; and whoso 
ever liveth, and believeth in me, shall nevei 
die, John xi, 25, 26. 

I know that my Redeemer liveth and tha 
he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth 
and though, after my skin, worms destro] 
this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God 
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whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes 
shall behold, and not another, Job xix. 25, 
2fi, 27. 

We brought nothing into this world, and 
it IS certain we can carry nothing out. The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away : 
bleesed be tlic name of the Lord, 1 Tim. 
'vi, 7; Jobi, 21. 

Jtlllt4gra 

Man that is born of a woman hath but a 
short time to live, and is full of misery. He 
' Cometh up, and is cut down like a flotver : 
lie fleeth as it were a shadow, and never con- 
' tinueth in one st»y. 

In the midst of life we are in death : of 
'Whom may we seek for succour, but of thee, 
OLord,who for our sins art justly displeased I 
Tel, O Lord God most holy, O Lord most 
nighty, O holy and most merciful Saviour, 
. deliver us not into the bitter pains of etetnal 
I death. 

Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our 
tiearts : shut not thy merciful ears to our 
prayers, but spare us, Lord most holy, O Ood 
ilBOBt mighty, O holy and merciful Sb " " 
ithou most worthy Judge eternal, suBer 
'■t our last boui for aay pains of death to &.U 
'ftojD thee. 



^J 
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Then sliall be said, 

I heard a voice Troin heaven, saying unto 
me, Write ; From henceforth blessed aje lbs 
dead vrho die in the Lord : even so, saith ths 
Spirit; for they rest from their labours. 

Then shall Ihe Minigtrr eay. 

Lord have mercy upon us. 

Christ have merry upon vs. 

Lord have mercy upon us. 
Our Father who art in heaven, haliowed 
be thy name ; Thy kingdom come ; Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven : give U 
this day our daily bread, and forgive us oti 
trespasses, as we forgive them that treapu 
against us : and lead us not into temptatioD; 
but deliver us from evil. Ataen. 
The Collect. 
O merciful God, the father of our Lord 
JesuB Christ, who is the resurrection and the 
life ; in whom whosoever believeth shall live, 
though he die : and whosoever liveth and b 
lieveth in him, shall not die eternally. Wfl 
meekly beseech thee, O Father, to raise n 
from the death of sin unto the life of righi- 
eousnesB ; that when we shall depart this life 
we may rest in him ; and at the general re* 
aurreclian on the last day may be fouail 
acceptable in thy sight, and receive tbst' 
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bleesiDg which thy well beloved Son shs)l 
then pronounce to alt that love and fear thee, 
e&ying. Come ye blessed children of my 
Father, receive the 'uogdom prepared for 
you from the beginning of the world. Granl. 
this, we beseech thee, O merciful Father, 
through Jesus Christ our Mediator and Re- 
deemer. Amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
tbe love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 



CHAPTER IV 

TDK FORM A 



n« Fomi and Mnnner of joaking of Deaana. 

[When the day sppointed by the Bixliop is com;. 
■IieTB ahull ba a sormon or exhnrtBtian, declarin); 
Ibe Duty and Office of auch as come to be admitted 
I>etcons.] 



Bishop (As BCTl 

titir nanui liEJt 
•mru tkt ptitpU 

Brethren, if there be any of you 
ny injgetonent or otinw ra w] 



id aloud, the Bukop ikaU tai/ 
know- 
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persons presented to be ordained Deacons, 
for the which he ought not to be admitted to 
that office, let hira come forth in the name of 
God, and show what the crime or impedi- 
ment is. J 



or impediment be abiected, tltl 
leue irom arda'uung that pemB, 
9 the party accused aholl bs finuK 



Itiahop Bhall hdi 
imtil such lime : 
i:loar of that ciii 

ThenshaUbeTtadlliefolUnBing Collect and E/itS*. 

The Collect. ( 

Almighty God, who by thy divine Vitltir* 
(lence hast appointed direre orders of minis- 
ters in thy church, and didat inspire thf . 
apoatles to choose into llie order of DeacoQSi 
thy first martyr St. Stephen, with otherai 
Mercifully behold these thy servants, no* 
called to the like office aud adminiatratioD ; 
replenish thctu so with the truth of thy doc- 
trine, and adorn them with innocency of lifbi 
that both by word and good example, thej 
iiiay faithfully serve thee in this office to the 
^lory of thy name, and the cdiiication of thy 
church, through the merits of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who Hveth and reigneth with 
thee and the Holy Ghost, now and for ever- 
, Ames- 



f 
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The Epistle. 1 Tim. ui, 8-13. 

Likewise must the Deacon a be grave, not 
double tongued, not gi»en to much wine, not 
greedy of tilthy lucre; holding the mystery 
of ihc faith in a pure coascience. And let 
these also first be proved ; then let them use 
the office of a Deacon, being found blame- 
less. Even so must their wives be grave, not 
slanderers, sober, faithful in all things. Let 
the Deacons be the husbands of one wife, 
ruling their children and their own houses 
well. For they that have used the oflice of 
a Deacon well, purchase to themselves a good 
degree, and great boldness in the faith, which 
is in Christ Jesus. 

Then shall the Biihop tuimint every tmt of those 
teha are to ia erdamed, in the presence aj the peo- 
ple, jgfleT ihio numaeTfallowitig : 

Do you trust that you are inwardly moved 
by the Holy Ghost, to take upon you the office 
of the ministry in the church of Christ, to 
serve God for the proinoiing of his glory and 
the edifying of his people 1 
Answ. I trust so. 

The Bishop. Do you unfeignedly believe 
all the canonic^ Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testament 1 

Atuw. I do believe rtiftm. . 

TXe Bishop. WUl yovi iai^«o-\\'i ''"*»-' 



L 



laz 
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a the people whom foix 



expound the same i 
sbaJl be appointed 

Answ. I will. 

Tkf. Bishop. It appertaineth to the office 
of a Deacon to a»<$ist the Elder in dirine 
service. And especially, when he raimaier- 
eth the holy communion, to help him in ll» 
distribution thereof, anil to read and expoUi«l 
the Holy Scriptures; to instruct the youtb, 
and in the absence of the Elder to baptiW' 
And furthermore, it is his office, to search 
for the aick, poor, and impotent, that lbe5 
may be visited and relieved. — Will you ^ 
this gladly and willingly ? 

Amto. I will do so by the help of God. 

The Bishop. Will you apply all your diW* 
sence to frame and fashion your own lif 
(and the lives of your families) according 
the doctrine of Christ ; and to make (bot!>, 
yourselves (and them) as 
lieth, wholesome examples of the flock 9' 
Christ T 

AiiiiB. I will do BO, the Lord being mj 
helper. 

The Bishop. Will you reverently obe] 
them to whom the charge and goverameoft^ 
over you is committed, following with a glut 
mind and will, their godly admonitions ? 

Answ. I will endeavour so to do, the Loii 
being mj helper. 
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Then the Bi>/uip, laying his hands sevcToMy upon the 
htad of ecery one of them,slutU aay, 

Take thou authority to execute the office 
of a Deacon in the church of God ; In the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and the 
Holy Oho9t. Amen. 

Then ihall the Bishop lielirer to every one of tkem 
the Hoty Bible, saying. 

Take thou authority to read the HtAj 
Scriptures in the church of God, and to 
preach the same. 

Then one of them appeialed b<i the BiduHi skaU read 

ths Goipti. Liko (ii, 35-33! 
Let your loina be girded about, and your 
lights burning, and ye yourselves like unto 
men that wait for their Lord, when he will 
return from the weAA'iag, that when he cam- 
elh and knocketh, they mivy open unto him 
immediately. Blessed are those servanta, 
whom the Lord when he Cometh shall find 
watching. Verily 1 say unto you, that he shall 
gird himself, and make them to ait down to 
meat, and will come forth and serve them. — 
And if he shall come ia the second watch, ot 
come in the third watch, and find them so, 
blessed are those « 



[Thon iliiill [he Biahop ptoceeA ^n 
oioa. and oJJ tjiat wQ ordamejl itaall n 
eommujuon.} 



r 
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diction ehall ie said these coUects /ollojoing ; 

Almighty God, giver of ail good thingi, 
who of thy great gocNinesa hast vouchsafed W 
accept and take these thy servants into the 
office of Deacons in thy church : make them, 
we beseech thee, O Lord, to be modest, hum- 
ble, and constant in their ministration, mi 
to have a ready will to obserTe all spiriUi)) 
discipline ; that they having always the tu- 
timonyof agood conscience, and continiiiii^ 
ever stable and strong in thy Son Christ, mar 
so well behave themselves in this iDferiDr 
office, that they may be found worthy to be 
called into the higher ministricsiD thy church, 
through the same thy Son our Saviour Jesis 
Christ ; to whom be glory and honour, world 
without end. Amen. 

Prevent us, O Lord, in all our doings, 
thy most gracious favour, ind further i 
thy continual help ; that in all our 
begun, continued, and ended in thee, v 
glorify thy holy Name, and fiaally, by 
mercy obtain everlasting life, through 
Christ our Lord. Amm. 

The peace of God, which passetb all 
derstanding, keep your hearts and mio'' 
the knowledge and love of God, and 
Sod Jesus Christ om \jiiA.. koi fe' 
iog of God Almighty, fee Yax'aftti \ 



3 witll 
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and the Holy Ghost, be among you^ and re- 
main with you always. Amen. 



SECTION II. 

The Farm and Jdanner of Ordaining Elders. 

{When the day appointed by the Bishop is come, 
there shall be a sermon or exhortation, declaring 
the duty and office of such as come to be admitted 
Elders : how necessary that order is in the church 
of Christ, and also how the people ought to esteem 
them in their office.] 

After which, one of the EUora shall praaent nnto tho Bishop all 
them that are to be ordained , and say, 

T present unto you these persons present 
to be ordained Elders. 

Then their names being read aJUnid^ the Bishop shall 

say unto the people, 

Brethren, these are they whom we purpose, 
God willing, this day to ordain Elders. For 
after due examination, we find not to the 
contrary, but that they are lawfully called to 
this function and ministry, and that they arc 
persons meet for the same. But if there be 
any of you, who knoweth any impediment or 
crime in any of them, for the which he ought 
not to be received into this holy ministry, let 
him come forth in the n^mic^ oil Q^<;A^^^sy.^ 
show what the crime or Vca^d[\\ftK^*^'*' 
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Liop wtail I 



until such time u the purty uccuBsd shiU be Gm 
cleiLr of the crime.] 

Then ihatl be said the coiled, epistle, and gttf 
as/olloicah. 

The Colled. 

Almighty God, giver of all good ihinf 
who by iby Holy Spiril hast appointed di« 
orders of ministers in thy church ; merciful 
behold these thy servants now called to l 
office of Elders, and replenish them bo wi 
the truth of thy doctrine, and adorn tbeiB^ 
with innoceacy of life, that holh by wtird an! 
good example they may faithfully serve thee 
in this office, to the glory of thy name, aoi 
the edification of thy church, through llW 
merits of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who lireth^ 
and reignetb with thee and the Hblj? 01 
world without end. Jimen. 

The Epistle. Eph. if, 7-13. 

Unto every one of us ia given grace aocor 
ing to the measure of the gift of Chriil 
Wherefore he saith. When he ascended t~ 
on high, he led captivity captive, and gut 
gifts onto men. (Now that he aacended, 
what is it but that he also descended 6rA 
into the lower puis of the earth 1 He thai 
deaeendtd, is the stuii« also t.h«.t aac«nded up 
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^^ r above all heavens, that he might fill all 
things.) And he gave some apostles j and 
■ome prophets; and some evangelists; aad 
ome pastors and teachers ; for the perfectiDg 
if the saints, for the work of the ministry, fot 
be edifying of the body of Christ, till we all 
uine in the unity of the faith, and of the 
;nowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
nan, unto the measure of the stature of the 
falnesa of Christ. 



Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that en- 
ereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but 
dimbeth up some other way, the same is a 
hief and a robber. But he that entereth in 

Kthe door, is the shepherd of the sheep. 
> him the porter openeth, and the alieep 
lear his voice, and he callelh his own aheep 
y name, and leadeth them out. And when 
e puttelh forth his own sheep, he goeth be- 
bre them, and the sheep follow him, for they 
[now his voice. And a stranger will they 
lot follow, but flee from him, for they know 
lol the voice of strangers. — This parable 
pake Jesus unto them, but they understood 
lol what things they wpie w\\\t\i \i^ ^^'^^ 
jBto them. Then said 5e«ua ■a».w> '^'" 

tBfa/n, Verih, Betilv, \ sa^ atvto -jo^A 
> 
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the dooT of the eheep. All that evei cu)^ 
berore me are thieves and robbers, but ik 
sheep did not hear them. I am the doofl 
by me if any man enter in, he shall be savei 
and shall go in and out and find pasture^ 
The thief cometh aot but to steal, and to ki 
and to destroy ; I am come that they nii|l 
have life, and that they might have it nM 
abundantly. 1 am the good shepherd', d 
good shepherd giveth his life for the sbet 
But he that is aa hireling, and no) tbe sU 
herd, whose own the i^lieep are not, seeth t 
wolf coming, and leavelh the sheep, 
fleeth, and the wolf catclieth them, and' . 
tereth the sheep. The hireling fleeth becH 
he is an hireling, and careih not for t 
sheep. — I am the good shepherd, and km 
my sheep, and am known of mine. 
Father knowelh me, even so know 
ther : and I lay down my life for the sh« 
And other sheep 1 have which are not of d 
fold ; them also I must bring, and they 
hear my voice, and there shall be one i 
and one shepherd. 

And that done, the Bishop shalt say unto lAmt 
kereafter follaicclh : 

You have heard, brethren, as well in ; 

private examination, as in the exhortat 

which was now made to you, and in tbe 1: 

13 taken out of the gospel, and the w 



AT I the? 



I You 

I private 

1 which 
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the apostles, of what dignity, and of 
It importance this ofGce ia whi:rcunta 
llled. And now again we exhort you 
tme of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
e in remembrance, into how high a 
and to how weighty an office ye are 
That is to say, to be messengers, 
Bn, and stewards orthe Lord, to leach 
temonish, to toed, and prof ide Tor the 
^ily, to seek for Christ's sheep that 
Brsed abroad, and for his children 

in the midst of this evil world, that 
f be saved through Christ Tor ever, 
always therefore printed in your re- 
Dce, how great a treasure is coin- 
lo your charge. — For they are lite 
f Christ, which he bought with his 
id for whom he shed his blood. The 
and congregation whom you must 

his spouse and his body. And if it 
>pen, the same church, or any mem- 
mf, do take any hurt or hindrance 

a of yonr negligence, ye know the 
^ of the fault, and also the horrible 

ait that will ensue. Wherefore coii- 

h yourselves the end of the ministrv 
I the children of God, towards the 

d body of Christ ; and see that you 

« yonr labour, your care, and dili- 
"1 yrai hare done n\\ l\».\\wfti'" 
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you, according to your bounden duty, to bring 
ail such as are or shall be committed to your 
charge, unto that agreement in the faith and 
knowledge of God, and to that ripeness and 
perfectuess of age in Christ, that there be no 
place left among you, either for erjror in reli- 
gion, or for viciousness in life. 

Forasmuch then as your office is both of bo 
great excellency, and of so great difficoltji 
ye see with how great care and study je 
ought to apply yourselves, as well that ye may 
show yourselves dutiful and thankful unto 
that Lord, who hath placed you in so high a 
dignity ; as also to beware that neither joa 
yourselves offend, nor be occasion thatottov 
offend. Howbeit ye cannot have a mind and 
will thereto of yourselves ; "for that will and 
ability is given of God alone ; therefore ye 
ought, and have need to pray earnestly for 
his Holy Spirit. And seeing that ye cannol 
by any other means compass the doing of bo 
weighty a work, pertaining to the salvation 
of man, but with doctrine and exhortation 
taken out of the holy Scriptures, and with a 
life agreeable to the same ; consider how 
studious ye ought to be in reading and learn- 
ing the Scriptures, and in framing the man* 
ners both of yourselves, and of them thai 
specially pertain unto you, according to the 
rale of the same Scfiplvxica*, ^.xv^ ^\ vJms sel 
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same cause, how ye ought lo ToTsahe and set 
aside (as much as you may) all worldly cares 
aad Gtiidies. 

We ha<re good hope ihat you have all 
weighed and pondered theso things with 
yourselves tang before this time : and that 
you have clearly deiermined, by God's grace, 
to give yourselves wholly to this office, wheTe- 
unto it halh pleased God to call you '. so that, 
an much as lieth in you, you will apply your- 
•elves wbolly to this one thing, and draw all 
your «ares and studies this way, and that you 
will continitaJly pray to God the Father, Ly 
the mediation of our only Saviour Jesus 
Christ, for the heavenly assistance of the 
Holy Ghost; that by daily reading and weigh- 
ing of the Scriptures, ye may wax ripei and 
■tronger in your Tninimry ; and that ye may 
to endeavour yourselves from lime to lime to 
sanctify the lives of you and yours, and to 
fashion them alter the rule and doctrine of 
Cbriiil, that ye may be wholesome and godly 
examples and patterns for the people to fol- 
low. 

And now that this present congregation of 
Christ, here assembled, may also understand 
jrour minds and wills in these things, and that 
Ibis your promise may the more move you to 
do your duties : je shall ansvieT \i\ft\^'j ^a 
iheiK thiaga wbich vr, in the itvmft o'v ^^A^ 
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and his church, shall demand of you touch- 
ing the same. 

Do you think in your heart, that you are 
truly called, according to the will of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to the order of Elders ? 

Answ, I think so. 

7^ Bishop, Are you persuaded that the 
Holy Scriptures contain sufficiently all doc- 
trine required of necessity for eternal salrar 
tion through faith in Jesus Christ ? And are 
you determined out of the said Scriptures to 
instruct the people committed to your chaige* 
and to teach nothing as required of neceniU 
to eternal salvation, but that which yoa shlfl 
be persuaded, may be concluded and proved 
by the Scripture ? 

Answ. I am so persuaded, and have so de- 
termined by God's grace. 

TTie Bishop. Will you then give your faith- 
ful diligence always so to minister the doc- 
trine and sacraments, and discipline of Christ, 
as the Lord hath commanded 1 

Answ. I will so do by the help of the 
Lord. 

The Bishop. Will you be ready with all 
faithful diligence, to banish and drive away 
all erroneous and strange doctrines contrary 
to God's word ; and to use both public and 
private monitions and exhortations, as weD 
to the sick as to 1\vg N\\i<A^ -^vvVkiti your 
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charge, as need shall require aad r 
shall be given? 

Ansie. I will, the Lord being my helper. 
The Biskop. Will you be diligeat in pray- 
ers, and in reading of the holy Scriptures, 
Itifi In such studies as help to the koowledge 
of the same, layiog aside the study of the 
'orld and the ilesh 1 
AmiB. I wilt endeavour so to do, the Lord 
being my helper. 

The Bishop. Will you be diligent lo frame 
md faahion yourselves, and yonr families, 
iceordini^ to the doctrine of ChriBt: and to 
Bake both yourselves and them, as much aa 
p you lieth, wholesome examples and pat- 
etns to the llouk of Christ ? 

Answ. I shall apply myself thereto, the 
!(Ord being my helper. 

The Bishop. Will you maintain and set 
brward^ as much as lietli in you, quietness, 
eace, and love, among all Christian people, 
ind especially among- them thai are or shall 
le committed to your charge ? 
Ans. I will so do, the Lord being my helper. 
The Bishop. Will you reverently obey your 
:hief ministers, unto whom is committed the 
charge and government over you ; (bllowia^ 
with a glad mind and wiU ihwi g^'^ a&.QNa- 
DJcioBs, subnjittmg yoaioeViea to x'oa« iJP^W 
judgmeats ? 



I 



i34 Ordmaiioji of Elders. Ch-, 

Answ. I will so do, the Lord bf 
helper. 

Then shall the Bishop, standing up, i 

Almighty God, who hath givea joul 
will to do all these things, grant also, fl 
you Bttength and power to perform the >U 
that he may accompliah his work whiekj 
hath begun in you, through Jesus Christ < 
Irf)rd. Amen. 

[After this the coD^eg.itinn dial] be dnj 
secretl; in their prayers, to mike their bonibla 
plicntiana to God for all these thine^s : for the « 

pn-yers there shall be silence kept Tdi ~ ~~ * 

Attar which shall be said by the Bishop, (tiM 

aoDB to be nrdained Cldcra all kneeling:,) < 

CrealoT, Spi-riias, the Biahap begian'mg, ani 

Elders and olherB that are present, anawerioi 

Tone, as tbllawetb : 

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 

And lighlen with tekstial Jire. 

Thou the anointing Spirit art, 

Who dost thy seven fold gifis impart. 

Thy blessed unction from above 

Is comfort, life, and fre of love. 

Enable with perpetual light 

The dttlness of our blinded sight. 

Anoint and cheer our soiled face 

With the abundance of thy grace : 

Keep far our foes, give peace at home, 

WJmre thou art Ouiile, no '" 
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Teach us to know the Father, Son. 
And thee, of both to be but one : 
Thai through the ages all along, 
This may be our endless song : 
Praise to thy eternal merit, 
Fathtr, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
not done, the Bulwp s/ialt pray in this Teiie,aad eay, 
Let us pray. 

Almighty God and heavenly Father, who 
of thine inliniie Inve and goodness towarda 
us, hasl giFen to us ihjr only and most dearly 
beloved Son Jcrus Oirisl (o be our Redeem- 
er, Rnd the author of everlastiug life ; who 
after be had made perfect our redemption hy 
" '» death, and was ascended inio heaven, 
•eot abroad into the world his apostles, 
prophets, evangelist?, tloclors, and pastors, 
by whose labour and ministry lie gathered to- 
gether a great Hock in all parts of the world, 
to >et forth the eternal praise of tliy holy 
name : for these so great benefits of thy eternal 
goodness, and fur that thou hast vouchsafed 
to call these thy servants here present to the 
same ufHce and ministry appointed for the 
nlvation of mankind, we render unto thee 

SI hearty thanks : we praise and worship 
thee ; and we humbly beseech thee by the 
•ame thy bleiscd Son, to grant unto all, who 
either here or elsewliere call upon thy Name, 
that wc may continue to show oilrseke^ 
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thankful unto thee for these and all otl 
benefits, and that we may daily increa 
go forward in the knowledge and f 
thee and thy Son, by the Holy Spiri 
that as well by these thy ministers, as b 
over whom they shall be appointed th 
isters, thy holy- name may be for ever gl< 
and thy blessed kingdom enlarged, tl 
the same thy Son Jesus Christ our 
who liveth and reigneth with thee 
unity of the same Holy Spirit, world vi 
end. Amen, 

When this prayer is done, the Bishop with 
ders present, shall lay their hands several 
the head of every one that receiveth the q 
£lder8 : the Receivers humbly kneeling up 
knees, and the Bishop saying, 

The Lord pour upon thee the Holy 
for the office and work of an Elder 
church of God, now committed unto tl 
the imposition of our hands. And h\ 
a faithful dispenser, of the word of 
and of his holy sacraments ; In the ns 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Ghost. Amen. 

Then the Bishop shall deliver to every one o: 
kneeling, the Bible into his hands, saying. 

Take thou authority to preach the 
ofGod, and to administer the holy sacra 
in the congregation. 
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Then ikt Bishop shall say. 

Most merciful Father, we bcEcech thee to 
send upon these thy servants thy heavenly 
blessings, that they may be clothed witli 
nghteousnesH, and that thy Word spoken by 
theii mouths, may have such success, that it 
may never be spoken in vain. Grant also 
that we may have grace to hear and receive 
what thej shall deliver out of thy most holy 
word, or agreeahly to the same, as the means 
of OUT salvation ; and that in all our words 
and deeds we may seek thy glory, and the 
increaseof thy kingdom, through Jesus Christ 
OUT Lord. Amm. 

Prevent us, O Lord, in all our doings with 
thy moat gracious fav'iur, and further us with 
thy continual help, that in all our works be- 
gun, continued and ended in thee, we may 
glorify ihy holy name, and finally, by thy 
mercy, obtain everlasting life, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amtn. 

The peace of God, which passeth all un- - 
derstanding, keep your hejLrt<i and minds in 
the knowledge and love of God, and of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord ; and the blessing 
of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ohost, be among you, and remain 
with you always. Amtn. 

",■ |lf on the same day the order of Oe«con» bs 
Kiven to Boma, and tljut of EldcTi (.a a\Xu>M^^^« 
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., than tbgt Tor Eldars. Tae eputtla ih^ Im 
Epbes. iv, 7 to I'd, as before in this office. Imne* 
diately after wbich, the^i Ibat luo to be orduiMl 
Deacons shall be exiunined aud ordained u ' 
above pceectibed. Then one of thejn haTine n 
the Goapel, vihich ahall be St. John x, I, aslnt--. 
in this office : the; that are to be ordained Eld«% 
shall likewise he examinod and ordained, aa istJ' 
oSice befbce appoinlod.] 

S&CT1UN til. 

The form of Ordidnhig a Bishop, 
The Collect. 
Almighty God, who hy thy Son Jes 
Christ didst give to thy holy apostles manj 
excellent gifts, and didst charge them to (eeii 
Ihy flock ; give grace, we beseech tbee, Ift 
all Die ministers and pastors of th; cbtircU 
that they may diligently preach thy word 
&iid duly administer the godly disciplla 
thereof; and grant to the people, that tbf 
may otiediently follow the same ; thai I 
mai' receive the crown of everlasting gUnf, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amer 

Then sliall bt read by one of the Elders 

The Epistle. Acts xx, 17-85. 

From Miletus Paul sent to Ephesus tn/i 

called the elders otlVieCWit^i. — K'o&^Imb 

thejr were coroe to \um,\ie asii vi»Xo «d« 




came into 1 
been with I 
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Ye know, &om the first day th&t I came ii 
Asia, after what manner 1 have been with 
you at all seasons, setting the Lord with all 
humilitj of mind, and with man; tears and 
temptations which befell me by the tying in 
wait of the Jews ; and how I kept back no- 
thing that was protiiahle unto you, but bar« 
■bowed you, and have taught you publicly 
ind from bouse to bouse, testifying both to 
the Jewa, and also to the Greeks, repentance 
toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ And now behold I go bound in the 
Spirit onto Jerusslera, not knowing the 
things that shall befall roc there; save that 
the Holy Ghost witnesseih in every city, 
saying that bonds and afflictions abide me. 
But none of these things muee me, neither 
count I my life dear unto myself, so that I 
might finish my course with joy, and the 
tniniatry which 1 have received of the Lord 
Jesus to testify the gospel of the grace of 
God. And now, behold, I know that ye all, 
among whom I have gone preaching tho 
kingdom of God, shall see my lace no more. 
Wherefore I take you to record this day, that 
I am piiie from the blood of all men. For I 
ha<e not shunned to declare unto you all the 
coudmI of God. Take heed therefore unto 
yoiirsetvei, and to all the flock, over thfl 
which tlie Holy Ghost hath made you Ovm- . 
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seers, to feed the Church of God which be 
Lath pnrchaacd with his own blood, 
koow thia, that afier my departing shtit; 
grievous wolves enter in among you, not 
BparJDg the flock. Also of your oWn oelve^ 
shall men arise, speaking perverse things, ta 
draw away disciples afier ihem. Therefore 
watch, and remember that by the space ol 
three years, I ceased not to warn every uoe 
night and day with tears. And now, brethren, 
I commend you to God, and to tlie word of 
bis grace, which is able to build you up, 
10 give you an inheritance among them 
are sanctified. 1 have cuvcted no tnan's alt 
ver, or gold, or apparel : yea, ye ynurselft 
know that tlicae hands have ministered unl 
my necessities, and to (hom thai 
me. I have showed you all things, hi>w 
so labouring ye ought to support the weak 
and to remember the words of the Lord Jeeat, 
how he said. It is more blesaed to give ll 
to receive. 

Tht* anelheT shall read, 
Tki: Gospel. St. John xxi, 15-17. 
Jesus aaith (o Simon Peter, Rimon, Bon 
Jonas, lovGst thou me more than these ? Ha 
Boitb unto him, Yea, Lord ; thou knowect 
tbdt I love thee. He awiV aiivo ^ran,"?' 
ay luabs. He sarth unvo \am ^wsk 
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second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou 
me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou 
knowesrt that I love thee — He saith unto him. 
Feed my sheep. He saith unto him the third 
time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me ? 
Peter was grieved because he said unto him 
the third time, Lovest thou me ? And he said 
unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things: 
thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith 
unto him. Feed my sheep. 

Or this: St. Matt, xxviii, 18-20. 
Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, 
All power is given unto me in heaven and in 
earth. Go ye therefore and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
teaching them to observe all things whatso- 
ever I have commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world. 

After the gospel and the sermoo ax^ ended, the 
elected person shall be presented by two Elders 
unto the Bishop, saying. 

We present unto you this holy man to le 
ordained a Bishop. 

Then the Bishop shall move the congregation pre- 
sent to pray, saying thus to them : 

Brethren, it is writleiv m \>wft ^a«^ ^ 

Saint Luke, That our ^vj\o\xx C>ki\^ ^*s^ 

tinned the whole night "m pxvjct^Xi^'vssi^^^ 
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(lid choose and send forth hia twelve J 
des. It is written also in the Acts, ol 
Apostles, that the disciples who were &« 
tioch, did last and pray, hefore the» 
hands on Paul and Barnalias, And sent I 
forth. Let us, therefore, following tb| 
ample of our Sariour Chtiat, and bis I 
ties, first fall to prayer before we admyd 
send forth this person presented to us, ■ 
work whereunto we trust the Holy fl 
hath called him. 1 

Then ehaii be said tliia prayer foUowinff j 

Almighty God, giver of all good lU 
who by thy Holy Spirit hast appointed a 
orders of ministers in thy church ; meid 
behold this thy servant now called M 
work and ministry of a Bishop, and repl 
him so with the truth of thy doctrinffi 
adorn him with innocency of life, thaij 
by word and deed, he may faithfully i| 
thee in this office, to the glory of thy iA 
and the edifying and well governing ta 
church, through the merits of our Sid 
Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth] 
thee, and the Holy Ghost, world wjj 
end. Amen. ! 

Then the Bishop eIisU say to liiln tbat U ta| 

Brother, forasmuch as the holy Sera 
Riands that we e\\ovi\4 nov \^ft \!m 
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laying on hands, and admitting any person 
to government id the church ofChrisl, which 
he huh purchased with no less price than 
the efliision of his own blood ; before ! adroit 
you to this administration I will examine you 
on certain articles, to the end that the con- 
gregation present may have a trial, and bear 
witness iiow you are minded to behave your- 
self in the church of God. 

Are you persuaded that you are truly call- 
ed 10 this ministration, according to the will 
of our Lord Jeans Christ ] 

Ansie. I am so persuaded. 

The Bishop. Are you persuaded that the 
holy Scriptures contain suiSciently all doc- 
trine required of necessity for eternal salia- 
tioD, through faith in Jesus Christ 1 And are 
you determined out of the same holy Scrip- 
tures, U> instruct the people committed to 
I your charge,and to teach or maintain nothing 
u required of necessity to eternal salvation, 
but that which you shall be persuaded may 
be concluded and proved by the same 1 

Ansv. I am so persuaded and determined 
by God's grace. 

The Bishop. Will you then faithfully ex- 

erciso yourself in tlie same holy Scriptures, 

and call upon God by prayer for the true 

I nnderstanding of the same, so a» ^oa xttK^'oKi 

y M'i hv them to teach and ex\««\'»iV>\'^'W«^ 
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come doctrine, and to withstand and conTinM' 
tbe gaiDBayers t 

Ansifi. I will 80 do, by the help of God. 

77u Bishop. Are you ready with fitithftil 
diligence, to banish and drive away all erro- 
neous and strange doclriiies contrary to God's 
Word, and both privately and openly to call 
Upon and encourage olhera to the same 1 

Answ. i am ready, the Lord being my 
helper. 

r/if Bishop. Will JOQ deny all ungodliness 
and worldly lust, and live soberly, righteous- 
ly, and godly in this present world, that yoa 
may show yourself in all things an exampli' 
of good works unto others, that the adv( 
sary may be ashamed, having nothing to 
against you 1 

Answ. I will so do, the Lord being m] 

The Bishop. Will you maintain and e 
forward as much as shall lie in you, quieU 
ness, love, and peace among all men : ■ 
EUch as shall be unquiet, disobedient, a 
criminal within your district, correct i 
punish according to such authority as ; 
have by God's word, and as shall be cant 
mitted unto you ? 

Ansa. I will ao do, b"j the bel^ of God. 

The Bishop. W\U -soa \k ^iiivOiiSvi "va 
Gaining, sending, 01 W^^S^*^'^^^'^^'"' 
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Answ. I will so be by the help of God. 

The Bishop, Will you show yourself gen- 
tle, and be merciful for Christ's sake, to poor 
and needy people, and to all strangers desti- 
tute of help ? 

Answ. I will so show myself by God's 
help. 

Then the Bishop shall say, 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who 
hath given you a good will to do all these 
things, grant also unto you strength and 
power to perform the same ; that he accom- 
^ plishing in you the good work which he hath 
! begun, you may be found perfect, and irre- 
prehensible at the last day, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

I Then shall Veni, Creator Spiritus, be said. 

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 
And lighten toith celestial fire, 
' Thou the anointing Spirit art, 

Who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart. 
Thy blessed unction from above 
Is comfort f life, and fire of love. 
Enable with perpetual light 
The dulness of our blinded sight; 
Anoint and cheer our soiled ^^<e»^ 
WM the abundance of thy grace ; 
Keep far our foes, give petice ^vVwcvev 
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IVhere thou arl Guide, no tfl can comt 
Teach us to know the Father, Son, 
And thee of both to be but one ; 
That through the ages all along, 
Thii may be our endless sung ; 
Praiee to thy eternal merit, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

That endtd, tlie Biihop shatl tay, 

Lord, hear our Prayer. 

Ansie. And let our cry come unto ti 



Almighty God and most merciful Father, 
who of ttiiue intinite goodness hast siiaif, 
thine only and dearly beloved Son Jeai| 
Christ to be our Redeemer, and the Autbi 
of everlasting life ; who after that he 
made perfect our redemption by hia dead 
and was ascended into heaven, poured dor^ 
his gifU abundantly upon men, making bm 
apostles ; some prophets ; some evangelisi 
some pastora, and doctors, to the edifyia 
and making perfect his church : grant, ^ 
beseech thee, to this thy servant such grM 
that he may evermore be ready to sp 
abroad thy gospel, the glad tidings of re 
citiation with thee, and use the authi 
given him, not to deslruction, but to si 
lion ; not to hurt, but to help ; so thxt 
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wise and faithful servant, giving to thy family 
their portion in due season, he may at last b6 
receifed iato everlasting joy, through Jesoa 
Christ our Lord, who, wiih thee and the Holy 
Ghost, liveth and reigneth, One God, world 
without end. Amen. 

Thea the Bwhopgand Eld ore present, ahall lav their 

hand* upon the hond of the elected perBon, knoel- 



tD|{liBibra Ibein upon hig knees, the fiiahup saying, 
Receive the Holy Ghost for the office and 
irork of a Bishop in the church of God now 
Committed unto thee by the impoaitiun of our 
lands, in the name of the Father, and of the 
>f the Holy Ghost. Amm. And 
eroember that thou stir up the grace of God 
Hiich is given thei^ by this imposition of our 

fed»■, for God hath not given us the spirit!^ 
, but of power, and love, and sobernesB. 
IVn tbe Bithop "liall deliver biin the Bible. Mjing, 
L Give heed unto reading, exhortation, and 
^■-cirine. Think U|H>n the things contained 
this book. Be dllii;ent in them, that the 
crease coming thereby may be manifeat 
iloall men. Take heed unto thyself, and 
(hy doctrine ; Gjr by ew doing ihou shalt 
th aave ihyaelf and them that hear thee. 
) to the flock of Christ a shepherd, not > 
)lf : deed them, devour them not. Hold op 
G weak. he«) the sick, bind 119 the brakoBL, 
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bting again the outcast, seek the loet, be 
merciru) that you may noi be too teraii 
BO minister discipline that you forget I 
mercy ; that when the Chief Shepherd ah 
appear, you may receive the never fadi 
crown of ^lory, through Jesus Christ 
Lord. Amen. 

[Thi 

"be newly 
ent, shall 

., BhaU be 

Most mefciful Father, we beseech thee 
send d'lwn upon this thy servant thy h 
- enly blessing, and so endue him with 
Holy Spirit, that he, preaching thy vt 
may not only be earnest lo reprove, besi 
and rebuke with all patience and doctrij 
but also may be to such as believe a whi 
Bome example in word, in conversation^ 
love, in faith, in chastity, and in purity ; tl 
faithfully fulfilling his course, at the lal 
day he may receive the crowji of righteo 
nesslaid up by the Lord, the righteous Jud 
who liveth and reigueth, One God with 
Father and the Holy Ghost, world withi 
end. Anten. 

Prevent us, O Lord, in all our doings 
Iby inoet gracious favour, and farthei us n 



Ordinaiion of Bishops. 149 

continual heip, that in all our worfcl 
in, continued, and ended in thee, m . 
glotity thy holy Name ; and finally, by 
neTcy, obtain everlasting life, tliroogb 
H Christ our Lord. Amtn. 
'he peace of God, which passeth all under> 
ding, keep your hearts and minda in ths 
viedge and love i>( God, and of his Son 
H Christ our Lord ; and the blessing of 
1 Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
f Ghost, be amongst you, and remain 
I jFou always. Amen. 
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THE TEMPORAL ECO>OMT 



EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

SECTION I, 
0/ tht Bornidanei of the Annual Conferences, ifc. 

Therp. shall be sevenleen Annual Confer- 
, enccs: 

1. The Maine Conference sliall include 
all the state of Maine, and that part of the 

I state of New-Hampshire laying east of the 
WhitR Hills, and north of the waters of the 
Ossipie Lake. 

2. The New-EnclandConfehence shall 
include the remaining pari of the state of 
New-Hampsliire, that part of Vermont lying 
east of the Qreen Mountains, those parts of 
Ihe state of Massachusetts and Connecticut 
lying east of Connecticut river, and all the 
state of Rhode-Island. 

3. The Nkw-Yokk Conference shall 
include those parts of Connecticut and Ma<- 
nchuseits lying west of di«aecVKn.\. w«n^ 



152 Boundaries of the 

that part of Vermont lying west of the Gr( 
Mountaina, anil all llii; state of New-Yo 
not included in the Genesee and Philadelph 
ConferenceB, 

4. The Genebee Conference sh&U ! 
dude the Oneida, Black River, Chenui 
Susquehannah, Ontario, Genesee and B 
districts, and Sharon Circuit from New-Y( 
except that part of Erie district souihwi 
of CalarauguB Creek. 

5. The Canada Conference shall 
elude all the province of Upper Canada. 

6. The Pittsbubg Conference' sI 
commence at the mouth ofCataraugua Cre< 
<.n Lake Erie, thence to Glean Point on , 
leghany River, thence eastward to the to|] 
the Alleghany mountains, thence along i 
said mountains southward to the head 
Tygarts Valley, thence to the Ohio Riw 
so as to include the middle island and X 
lie Kenhawa Circuits, thence up said rli 
to the mouth of Little Muskingum, thence 
the mouth of White Woman, so as to incli 
Monroe, Barnesville, and Duck Creek ( 
cuits, thence northeastward between the \ 
ters of Tuskarawas and Mohicken to Li 
Erie, near the month of Kuyahauga so ts 
include Tuscarawas and Canton Circni 
thence down the Lake to the mouth of Ca 
raugus. 
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7, The Ohio Conpebence shall include 
the remaining part of the state of Obio, the 
territory of MichigaD, and the Kenhawa. 

S, Tub Illimjih CoNPERENrE shall in- 
clude the states of Indiana and Illinois. 

9. The Missouri Cunkbhgnce shall in. 
elude the state of Missouri and Arkansas 
territory. 

10. The KENTucrr CoNifERENCE shall 
include the state ofKi-ntuckj', except so much 
of said state as lies west of the Tennessee 

11. The Tennessee Conference shall 
include all that part of the state of Tennessee 
lying west of the Cumlierland mountains, and 
that pan of the slate of Kentucky lying west 

o( the Tennessee river, and that part of the 'J 

Btateof Alabama lying north of the mountains 1 

which divide the waters of Mobile bay from ' 
the Tennessee river. 

12. The Hoi.btein Conference shall in- j 
elude the remaining pan of the slate of Ten- j 
nessee lying east of the Cumberland mount- ^ 
ains, and that part of Virtfinia and North < 
Carolina embraced in the Holxtein district, J 
and the Black mountain and French Broad ] 
circuits, formerly belonging to the South ' 
Carolina conference. ' 

13. Tbk MiaaiBBippi CoNB^'BS.is^- *»~ 
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iana, that part of Alabama not includl 
Tennessee Conference, and all West Flo 

14. The South Carolina ConpebI 
shall include all South Carolina, Oee 
East Florida, and that part of North Car 
not included in the Virginia and Hd 
Conferences. 

15. The VmciNiA Conference ahi 
elude the circuits situated on the Tadkint 
and that part of North Carolina lying i 
of Cape Fear river, except the town of 
mlngton; and that part of Virginia lying t 
of Rappahannock and east of the Blue R 
except Fredericlohurg unA Port Royal. 

16. The Baltimore Conference 
include the remaining part of Virgini) 
included in the Virginia, Holstein, i 
Pittsburg, and Philadelphia conferei 
the western shore of Maryland, and th^ 
of Pennsylvania lying east of the Alleg 
roounlalns and west of Susquehannah 1 
including Northurnberland district. 

17. The PUILADELPBIA Confekence 
include the whole of the peninsula bet 
the Chesapeake and Delaware bays, an 
that part of Pennsylvania lying betweei 
Susquehannah and Delaware rivers, e] 
so much as is included in the Baltimore 
Genesee conferences ; and all the sla 
JVeH' Jersey, 8Waa laUnd, a.ad 3q ma 



1 

I or at any ■ 
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ihe stale of New-York as now ii 

time may be included id the Bergen and 

Hamburg circuits. 

Provided, thai the bishops or bishop at- 
tendiiig the followirig conferences, with the 
advice and conxent of the said conferenceB 
i^spectively, be and hereby are authorized to 
form new conferences as follows, viz. 

From the South Carnlina conference, of 
any section of country included in said con- 
ference : from the Mississippi conference, of 
any section of country included in said coQ' 
lerence : or, on the joint recommendation of 
the South Carolina and Mississippi confer- 
ences, to form one new conference, from any 
section of country within the bounds of the 
said conferences : also, at the joint request 
of the New-York and New-K.ngland confer- 
ences, to form a new conference within the 
bounds of said conferences : and, with the 
advice and consent of the Genesee confer- 
ence, to form a new conference in any eec- 
tioD of country now within the bounds of said { 
conference. J 

Quest. 2. How are the districU to be I 
formed? j 

Answ. According to the judgment of the 1 
bishops. J 

In case there be no bishops to travel tUrau^K I 
the districts and exercise lh««^v«uaY^^'^^vl 
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on account of death or otherwise, the distrtd 
shall be regulated in every respect b; ^ 
annual conferences and the preaidinn; eldt^ 
in the interva] of general conference, ordiU 
tion only excepted. j 

Each annual conference shall pay its pi| 
pOTtionate part towards the allowance of 3 ' 
one of the bishops. 



aceoi«M 



SECTION n. 



Quest. I. Is any thing advisable id regtj 

to building 1 i 

Ansjc. Let all our churches be built pli 
and decent, and with free spais ; bm not nij 
expensive than is absolutely unavciidabf 
otherwise the necessity of raising money if 
make rich men necessary to us. /But if ^ 



t be dependant on them, yea, U 

foverned by them. And then farewell] 
lethodist discipline, if not doctrine too. 



. In order more efiectually to prevent Q 
people from contracting debts which they i 
not able to discharge, it shall be the duty 
the quarterly conference, of every circuit u 
station, where it is contemplated to bniltf 
imiaa or hoQseB dC wotsAia^t m 



m 
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ground or lot on which such hoQse or houses 
are to be built, according to our deed of set- 
tlement, which deed muM be legally executed ; 
and also said quarterly conrercDcc shall ap> 
point a judicious cnmniiitee of at least three 
members of our church, who shnll form an 
esliriiate of the amount necessary td build ; 
anil three fourths of the money, according to 
such estimate, shall be secured or subscribfid, 
before any such building shall be commenced. 

3. In future, we will admit no charter, 
deed, or conveyance, for any house of worship 
to be used by us, unless it be provided in such 
charter, deed, or conveyance, that the trus- 
tees of said house shall at all times permit 
euch ministers and preachers belonging to i| 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, asshall from i 
time to time be duly authorized by the gene- I 
ral conference ofthe ministers of our church, 1 
or by the annual conferences, to preach and I 
expound God's holy word, and to execute the 1 
discipline of the church, tind lo edminister ' 
the sacraments therein, according to the true ) 
meaning and purport of our deed of settle- J 

4, As it is (contrary to bur economy to ' 
build houses with pews to sell or rent, it ■ 
shall be the duty of the sevet^V a-tniva^ <»■'*- ' 
fercnces, to use their mftwettte \a ^»s'^=^ 
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&r u possible to make Ihose houses G 
which have already been built with pewa. 

5. No person shall lie eligible aa a trusto 
to any of our houses, churches, or HChoi))% 
who is aoi a regular member of our c' 

6. No person who is a trustee shall b 
ejected while lie ia iu joint security for moae 
unless such relief be given him a^ is deman 
ed, or the creditor will accept. 

Quest. 2. Is there any exceptioi 
rule, " Let the men and women sit apartf 

Atisvj. There is no exception.- ' ■ • - 
sit apart in all our churches. 

Quest. 3. Is there not a great iudeceDOl 
sometimes practised amoncr us, viz. talkinj 
■n the congregation before and after s 
How shall this be cured 1 

Answ. Let all the ministers and pieachci 
join as one man, and enlarge on the impi ' 
priety of talking before or ailer service; a 
strongly exhort those that ate concerned, ( 
do it no more. In three months, if we 
in earnest, thin vile practice will be banis 
out of every Methodist congregation. 
none stop till he has carried his point. 

Quest. 4. What shall be doue for the sc 
rity of our preaching houses, and the prem 
belonging thereto? 

Answ. Let the foUcivi'm?, v'^^a q1 ■». AsmII 
fettlement, be bTOun\it *™^o t^wiXv 
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sible cases, and aa far as the laws of the states 
respectively trill admit of it. — But each an- 
nual conference is authorized to make such I 
jnodiJicatiDn in the deeds, as they may find 
the different usages and customs of law re- 
quire in the different states and territories, 
so as to secure the premises firmly by deed, 
and permanently to the ]\f^thodist Episcopal 
Church, according to the true intent and 
meaning of the following form of a deed of 
settlement ; any thing in the said form to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

This Indenture, made this 
day of in the year of our Lord 

one thousand hundred and 

between of the in the 

to of (if the grantor be mar- 

ried, insert the name of his wife) of the one 
part, and trustees, in trust 

for the uses and purposes herein afier men- 
tioned, all of the in llie state 

of aforesaid, of the other part, 

WITNESSETH, that the said (if 

married, insert the name of his wife) for and 
in consideration of the sum of 

;cie, to in hand paid, at ' 

and upon the sealing and delivery of these 
presents, the receipt whereof is heteb'j asi- 
knowled^d, hath (_oi ^la-N*^ ^\Neu,^^^w^^ 
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F veyed, and by these presents doth (or do) 
sive. grant, bargain, brII, release, confirm and 
vey unto them, the said 

and their successors, (ttusti^ 

' in trust for the uses and purposes herein 
&fler mentioned and declared) all the eatatCi 
right, title, ioterest, property, claim, and de- 
mand whatsoever, either in law or equity, 
wfiic.h he the said (if married, 

here insert the name of his wife) hath (or 
have) in, to, or upon all end singular a 
certain lot or piece of land, situate, Ijing, 
and being in the and state aforesaid, 

bounded and butted as follows, to wit : 
{here insert the several courses and difr 
tance^ of the land to the place of beginning] 
containing and laid out for 
acres of land, together with alt and singU' 
lar the houses, woods, waters, ways, priii- 
iegea and appurtenances thereto belonging, 
or in any wise pertaining; to have and 
TO HOLD alt and singular, the above nwn- 
tioned and described lot or piece of land, 
situate, lying, and being as aforesaid, to- 
gether with all and singular the houses, 
woods, waters, ways, and piivileges ther^o 
belonging, or in any wise appertaining, unto 
them the said and their succeBsotB 

in office for ever in trust, that they shall 
erect nnd build, oi cause to be erected and 




bniU iheteon, a house or place of worship 
for llie nse of llie members of ihe Method- 
ist Episcopal Church in the United Suies of 
America, accordiag to the rules and disc^ 
pline which from time to lime may be agteed 
upoQ and adopted by the uuDislcrs and 
preachers of the said church, at their geoe- 
ral conferences in the United States of 
America; and in farther trust and conh- 
dencc that they shall at aJI limes, for ever 
hereaAer, permit such ministers and prcaeh- 
'jrs, belonging to the said ctiuich, as shall 
from time to time be duly authorized by the 
general conferences of the ministers and 
preachers of the said Metliodii't Episcopal 
Church, or by the annual conferences au- 
thorized by the said general conference, to 
preach and expound God's holy word thcre- 
jn; and in farther trust and confidence, that 
I often as any one or more of the trustees 
■rein before mentioned shall die, or cease 
be a member or members of the said 
wrch, according to the rules and discipline 
i albresaid, then and in such esse it shall 
I the duty of the stationed minister or 
reacher (authorized as aforesaid) wha shall 
ve the pastoral charge of the members of 
i said church, to call a meeting of the re* 
laining trustees, as soon as contenientlv 
y be : and wb«n so met, the utd tniws.'*x 
1\ 



i 
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or preachei sliall proceed to DOtniaate' 
raore persons to fill the place or places of him 
or tiiem whose office or offices has (or havvi 
been vacated as aforesTiid. Proni^, the 
person or persons so nominated, sbal] have 
beew one year a member or members of the 
said church immediately preceding soch 
uominBtion, and be at least twenty-one yeatt 
of age ; and the said trustees, so assembled. 
shall proceed to elect, and by a majorily of 
votes, appoint the person or persons so noirn- 
nated, to fill such vacancy or vacancies, m 
order to keep up the number of nine trustees 
for ever ; and in case of an equal number of 
votes for and against the said nurainaiion, 
the stationed minister or preacher shall have 
the casting vote. 

Provided nevertktUss, That if the said 
trustees, or any of them, or their successors, 
have advanced, or shall advance any sum or 
) of money, or are or shall be responsiUe 
for any sum or sums of money, OD account 
of the said premises, and they the said tnv- 
toes, or their successors, be obliged to py 
the said sums of money, they or a tnajority 
of them shall be authorized to raise the BUd 
sum or sums of money, by a mortgage on Uw 
said premises, or by selling the said prcr 
a/Jer notice given to l\>« v^xwt w ^ 
ifAo h&a the oveiaig^t, ot ft« i^mx^ 



ipfca>iw|. 
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attending divine service on the said premises, 
if the money due be not paid to the raid 
(rusteea or their succcEsore, within one year 
after MKh notice given : And if such sale 
take place, the said trusteea or their success- 

tors, after paying the debt and other expenses, 
which are due from the money arising front 
such sale, shall deposit the remainder of the 
money produced by the said sale in the hands 
of the steward or stewards of the society be- 
longing to or attending divine service on said 
premises; which surplus of the produce Oi 
such sale, so deposited in the hands of the 
said steward or stewards, shall be at the dis- 
posal of the next annual conference author- 
ized as aforesaid ; which said annual con- 
ference shall dispose of the said money, 
L according to the best of their judgment, 
I for the use of the said society. And the 
I said dotli by these presents warrant, 

I and for ever defend, all and singular the 
I before mentioned and described lot or piece 
I of land, with the appurtenances thereto be- 
L longing, unto them the said and their 

^U successors, chosen and appointed as afore- 
^K«sid, from the claim or claims of him the 
^BsBid hi» heirs and assig 

^Fthe claim or claims of all ^laoi 
" In iesrimony whereof iW b»\A .,^^ 

(if married inacit lVv<j ftwoe q^ ^«s '**'**' 



f 



I 
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h&ve hereto set their hands anrf seals, ihe 
da.y and year albreaaid. 

Sealed aad delivered in \ 
the presence of us > 
(Two witnesses.) ) 

Grantor's (L. 8.) 
his wife's (L. S.) 

Received the da^ af the dale '\ 
of the al>ove written in- f 
denture, the consideration ( 
therein mentioned in full. ) 

Witness.] Grantor's (L. S.) 

County, ss. 

Be it remembered, that on the 

day of in the year of our LorJ 

one thousand personally appeared 

before me, one of the justices of the 
peace, in and for the cnuniy of aod 

state of the within named the 

grantor (if married insert the oame oi 
his wife) anil acknowledf;ed the within 

• deed of trust to be their act and deed, 
for the uses and purposes therein men- 
tioned and declared; and she the said 
wife of the said being separate 

and apart from her said husband, by me 
examhied, declarcA \.\v'U. sVve \aA made Ibe 
same ackiio™\edgmcTiV, ^teA-j wA ■«& 
iier own conaenv, '«\V\v"»A \«m^ "isiaMiA. 
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• 

thereto through fear or threats of her said 
husband. In testimony whereof I have 
hereto set my Mand and seal, the day and 
year first above written. 
Here the justice's name. (L. S.) 

N. B. Let nine trustees be appointed for 
preaching houses, where proper persons can 
be procured ; otherwise seven or five. 

The board of trua||^ of every circuit or 
station shall be responsible to the quarterly 
meeting conference of said circuit or station, 
and shall be required to present a report of 
its acts during the preceding year : Provided 
that in all cases, when a new board of trus- 
tees is to be created, it shall be done (except 
in those states and territories where the 
statutes provide differently . by the appoint- 
ment of the preacher in charge, or the presi- 
ding elder of the district. 



SECTION III. 



Of the Q^aUfieatioflSy Appointmenty and Duty cfHit 
Stewards of Circuits. 

Quest. 1. What are the qualifications ne- 
cessary for stewards ? 

Auw, Let them be meti o^ ^\^ '^^R^> 
who both know and love lYve lill«;^o^^^^^^^^^ 
-ine and discipline, aad o« ^^oo^ti^^s"^ ^^^ 



166 Stewards of Circuits. Pirt a 

scquired abilities to transact the tempon/ 
business. 

Quest. 2. How ate the Stewards to be 
appointed \ 

Ansie. The preacher having the charge of 
tbe circuit, ahall have the right of nomina- 
tion ; hut the (luxrteily meeting conference 
fihall confirm or reject such nomination. 

Quest. 3. What are the duties of St>;wardE? 

Amw. To take an exact account of all the 
money, or otKer provision collected for the 
support of preachers in the circuit : to raalcp 
an accurate return of everv expenditure ol 
money, whether to the prcaciters, the aick, 
or the poor ; to seek the needy and distress- 
ed, in order to relieve and comfort theni ; to 
inform the preachers of any sick or disorder- 
ly persons; to tell the preachers what they 
think wrong in them ; to attend the quarterly 
meetings of their circuit, to give advice, iJ 
asked, in planning the circuit; to attend 
committees for the application of money to 
churches; to give counsel in matters of arbi- 
tration ; provide elements for tlie Lard's Sap- 
per ; to write circular letters lo the societies 
in the circuit to be more liberal if need be; 
as also to let them know, when occasion r^ 
quirea, the state oC t\\e tem^tal concerns U 
the tost quarteriy mep.tma, Xa Te^»!w» 
jnarriageB and bapUsms, a\\4 «>\w*^ 
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the bishops, the presiding elder of tlieir dis- 
trict, and Ihs elder, deacon, and travelling 
preachers of thffir circuit. 

Quest. 4. To whom are the Stewarda ac- 
countahlc Tor the faithful performance oftheir 
duties? 

Ajisw. To the quarterly meeting confer- 
ence of the circuit or station, which shal] 
have power to dismiss or change them at 
pleasure. 

Qutsl. 6. What number of Stewards arc 
necessary in each circuit ? 

Answ. Not less than three, or more than 

yea, one of whom shall be the recording 
Steward. 



\ 1. The annual allowance of the travelling 
preachers shall be one hundred dollars, and 
their travel ling expenses. 

2. The annual allowance of the wives of 
travelling preachers shall be one hundred 
dollars ; but this provision shall not apply 

, to the wives of those preachers who were 

k single when they were retewfti nw viv^,»-^ 
aiarry under lour yews, wi»\.\\ One -e-wjw^'^'^"^ 
ffsaid four year?. 
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3. Each child of a travelling preacher 
shall be allowed sixteen dollars annually, 
to the age of jseven years, and twenty-four 
dollars annually from the age of seven to 
fourteen years; and tHbse preachers whose 
wives are dead, shall be allowed for each 
child annually a sum sufficient to pay the 
board of such child or children, during the 
above term of years : NevertJ^eless, this rule 
shall not apply to the children of preachers 
whose families are provided for by other 
means, in their circuits respectively. 

4. The allowance of superannuated, worn 
out, and supernumerary preachers, shall be 
one hundred dollars annually. 

5. The annual allowance of the wives of 
superannuated, worn out, and supernumerary 
preachers, shall be one hundred dollars. 

6. The annual allowance of the widows 
of travelling, superannuated, worn out, and 
supernumerary preachers, shall be one hun- 
dred dollars. 

7. The orphans of travelling, supernume- 
rary, superannuated, and worn out preachers, 
bhsdl be allowed by the annual conferences, 
the same sums respectively which are allowed 
to the children of living preachers. And od 
the death of a preacher leaving a child or 
children without so much of worldly goods as 
should be necessary to his» her, or their 8up< 
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port, the annual conference of which he was 
a member, shall raise, in such mannei as may 
be deemed best, a f earty sum for the subsist- 
ence and education of such orphan child or 
children, until he, she, or they, shall have 
VTived at fourteen years of age. The amount 
twhich yearly sum shall be fixed by a com- 
^Uee uf the conference at each session in 

8. Local preachers have an allowance in 
Ertain cases, as mentioned. section 8, p. IS8. 



SECTION V. 
fraieing Anraial Sappliri for Iht prapagalion of 
thtgoipti, making up theuUvwajief aj llif priaclt- 

1. Erery preacher who has the charge of 
^rcuit, shall earnestly recommend to every 
lias or society in his circuit, ta raise a 
Urtcrly or annual collection by voluntary 

^Dtribution, or in such other way or man- 
ner as they may judge most expedient from 
time to time; and the moneys so collected 
shall be lodged with the steward or stewards 
of the circuit, to be brought or sent \o the 
uuual conferences, with a regular account 
of the sums raised for this purpose, in the 
classea or societies respectively. 

2. Wherever there lemaina in the h]ud& 
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ortheEtewardsaBUrpliisor the moneys rail 
for the use of the circuit preachera, after 
ing the allowances of the preachers in 
circuit, let such surplus be brought or sei 
the annua] conference. 

3. Every preacher who has the charge 
a circuit, shall make a yearly collection,! 
if expedient, a quarterly one, in every con) 
gation, where there ia a. probability that 
people will be willing to contribute ; and 
money so collected ah all be lodged in 
bands of the steward or stewards, and bf on 
or aent to the ensuing annual conferei 
To this end, he may read aad enlarge 
the following hints ; 

" How shall we send labourers into tbi 
parts where they are most of all wante 
Many are willing to hear, but not to bear) 
expense. Nor can it as yet be expectedj 
them. Stay till the word of God has touch 
their hearts, and then they will gladly provl 
for them that preach it. Does it not lie in 
us, in the mean time, to supply their lacj 
service T To raise money, out of which, fi 
time to time, that expense may be defray! 
By this means those who willingly offer ihi 
selves, may travel through every part, wheth 
there be societies or not, and stay wherei 
there is a call, without being burdensom 
Brjj. XhOB may the gospel, in the life 



ires 

i up 
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power thereof, be spread from sea to sea. 
Which of you will not rejoice to throw in 
your mite to promote this glorious work 1 

" Besides this, in carrying on eo large a 
work through the continent, there are calls 
for mouey in various ways, and we must fre- 
quently be at a considerable expense, or the 
work must be at a full stop. Many too are 
the occasional distresses of our preachers, or 
their families, which require an immediate 
supply, olhetwise their hands would hang 
down, if they were not constrained to depart 
from the work. 

" The money contributed will be brought 
to the ensuing conference. 

" Men and brethren, help! Was there ever 
a call like this since you iirsi heard the gos- 
pel sound ? Help to relieve your companions 
in the kingdom of Jesus, who are pressed 
above measure. Bear ye one another's bur- 
dens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. Help 
to scud forth able and willing labourers into 
your Lord's harvest : — so shall ye be assist- 
ants in saving souls from death, and hiding 
a multitude of ainn. Help to propagate the 
gospel of your salvation to the remotest cor- 
ners of the earth, till the knowledge of our 
Lord shall cover the land, a«tl\e^'i!iKs*«««^ 
l^tbe flea. So shall il anipeM W> www^-"*'^^^ 



172 Raising .Simval Supplies. Pai 

by one gpitit ; so -hall ihe baptized b«atl| 
be yet again coiiBtraiued to say, 'See I 
these Christians love one another !' " 

4. A public collection shall be made 
every annual and every genera! conferefl 
for (he above purposes. i 

5. Let the annual produce of the chH 
iund, as divided among the neveral coo 
ences, be applied with the above conlri 
Uons : but so as not to militate against 
rnlea of the charter fund ; and also the ai 
dividend ariain^r from the profits of the 
concern. Oiii of the moneys so colled 
and brought to the respective annual cooj 
ences, let (he various allowaaces agreed n 
in the fourth section be made up i but i| 
case abajl on allowance be niade to atijr i 
veiling preacher, who has travelled in 
circuit where he might, in the judgmen 
the annual conference, have obtained hii 
quarterage, if he had applied for it : and , 
any conference there remain a surplus t 
making up all such allowances, the coi 
ence shall send such surpl^is forward to t 
conference they judge to be the most 
sitous. ' 

6. Every annual conference has full lit 
ty to adopt and recommend such plans i 
rules, as to them may appear necessary, 
more eSbctuuliy to raise aupi^ies for tbi 
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•pective allowances. Each anDual confer- 
ence is authorized to ruiac a fund, if thej 
judge it proper, subject lo its own control, 
■nd under such regulBiions as their wisdom 
nay direct, for the relief of the distressed, 
li&velling, BupcruonuBted, and supernumera- 
(^ preachers, their wives, widows, and chil- 
I, as also for missionary iiurposea. 
. If the respective allowances are not 
nised as provided for, the church shall not 
he accountable for the deficiency, as in a case 
•fdebt. 

B. To defray the expenses of the delegates 
'Composing the ^'eneral conference, a collec- 
4ion ehall be taken up in each circuit and 
fUtion some time previously to the sitiing of 
!tke conference, and the sums so collected 
Miall be biouglit up to the general confer- 
tttce, and applied to the (■tiject herein con- 
_,(S)iipiBted in proportion to the expenses of 
K^thc several delegates. 

i^est. What advice or direction shall be 
given, concerning the building or renting of 
dwelling lionses, for the use of the married 
travelling preachers ( 

Anne. It is recommended by the general 
conference, to the travelling preachers, to 
advise our friends in general to purchase a 
lot of ground in each circuit, and (o build a 
pmdtcr's bonn tbeicon, »iii4 w» feteo^"'*. 
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with, at least, heavy furniture, and 
the same on trustees, appointed by 
terly meeting conference, accordii 
deed of settlement published in ou: 
discipline. 

2. The general conference recor 
all the circuits, in cases where the; 
able to comply with the above requet 
a house for the married preacher 
family, (when such are stationed ui 
circuits respectively,) and that thi 
conferences do assist to make up th 
such houses as far as they can, whe 
cuit cannot do it. 

The stewards of each circuit an 
shall be a standing committee (\ 
trustees are constituted for that pu 
provide houses for the &mxlies of < 
ried preachers, or to assist the pre: 
obtain houses for themselves when 
appointed to labour among them. 

3. It shall be the duty of the ] 
elders and preachers to use their 
to carry the above rules, respecting 
and renting houses for the accommc 
preachers and their families, into el 
order to this, each quarterly meetin 
cnce shall appoint a committee, (un 
measures have been adopted,) who, 
adrice and aid of the pceaAhers and : 
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elders, shall devise such means as may seem 
fit to raise moneys for (hat purpose. And it 
lit lecommeoded to the annual conferencea to 
hi-''" a special inquiry of their members re^ 
■qtcctiDg this part of their duly. 
L 4. Those preachers who refuse to 
Hbe houses which may be provided for them, 
Kin the stations and circuits, where they are 
Kftom lime to time appointed, shall be allowed 
ffaothing for house rent, nor receive any thing 
pnore than quarterage for themselves, their 
prires, and children, and their travelling es- 
^penses. Nevertheless, this rule shal' not 
apply to those preachers whose families ate 
either established within the bounds of their 
circuits, or ate so situated that in the judg- 
ment of the stewards, or the above mention- 
ed committee, it is not necessary, for the 
I benefit of the circuit, to remove them. 
[ 8. It shall be the duty of the said com- 
mittee, or one appointed for that purpose, 
who shall be members of our Church, to 
make an estiinaie of the amount necessary 
to furnish fuel and table expenses for the 
family or families of preachers stationed with 
tliem, and the stewards shall provide by such 
nieans as they may devise, to meet such ex- 
jiensea, in money or otherwise ; — Provided 
' le stewards shall not appropriate the moneys 
lllerted for the regulai ([uutcil;) 6.\in'H««!e> 
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of the preachers, to the payment of baaij 
expenEcs. 

6. There shall be a meeting in erery dis- 
trict, of one sleward from each station nnd 
circuit, to be selected rrum among the alev' 
ards h; the quarterly meeiing conlereiiee, 
whose duty it shall be, by and with the adtiee 
of the presiding elder, (who shall preside in 
such meeting,) to lake into consideration ibe 
general state of the district in regard to leoh 
imralities, and to furnish a house, fuel, and 
table expenses, fur the presiding elder. 

7. The Book Agents and the Book Com- 
mittee in New- York, shall be a committee 
to estimate the amount necessary lo meet the 
family expenses of the bishops, which shlll 
be annually paid by the book agents oot of 
the funds of the book concern. 

8. It shall be the duty of each annaal con- 
lerence where misBionarics are to be em' 
ployed, lo appoint a committee, whose dniy 
it shall be, in conjunction with the presideiU 
of the conference, lo determine on the amoonl 
which may be necessary for die support of 
each missionary, (agreeably to the regula- 
tions of the discipline,) from year to year, fur 
which amount the president of the conferenc* 
for the lime shall hare authority to draw 
lie treasurer oS iVva sit\Wj m. *'p»s 
fitaJments in \i^rM o'ivXw to^^^^s^^ 



> to draw 0^ 
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It IB recommended that within the bounds 
of each aiinual conference there be establish- 
ed a conference mieflionarj society, auxiliary 
to the MiBsiunary Society of the Methodist 
Epiacopal Church, with branchea, uuder such 
regulations as the conferences respectively 
shall prescribe. Each conference missionary 
society shall annually transmit to the coites- 
ponding secretary of ihe parent society a copy 
of its annual report, embracing the operations 
of its brandies, and shall also notify the trea- 
surer of the amount collected in aid of the 
inissionary cause, which amount shall be 
subject to the order of the treasuier of the 
parent society. 

The treasurer of the parent society, under 
the direction of Ehe board of managers, shall 
give information to ihe bishops annually, or 
oftener, if the board judge it expedient, of 
the state of the fimds and the sums which 
may be drann by (hem for ihe missionary 
purposes contemplated by the constitution. 
Atn'c^>''ly to which information the bishops 
tthalt have aut'iorily to draw upon the trea- 
surer lot any sum within the amnuut desig- 
T>aled, which the missionary committee of thi; 
•nnual conferences respectively stiall judgi' 
iieceHsary for the support of the misstonarie* 
end of the mission schools under their care. 
Provided always, that tbe sums 80 kllQ««d W 

n 



i 
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the support of a missionary shall not en 
the usual allowance of other itiDerant prei 
era. The bishops shall always promptly 
tify the treasurer of all drafts made by thi 
and shall require regular quarterly commii 
cations to be made by each of the misaioBi 
ries to the corresponding' secretary of 
parent society, giving information of the s 
and prospects of the several missions in wl 
tbey are employed. No one shall be ackn 
ledged a missionary, or receive support out' 
the funds of the society, who has not son 
definite field assigned to him, or who gov 
Dot be an effective kbourer on a circuit. 
In all cases of the appointment of a i 
aionary the name of such missionary and 
district in whjcii he is to labour, togetl 
with the probable expenses of the missiB 
shall be communicated by the bishop or tj 
mission committee of each annual coni) 
ence, to the treasurer of the parent soci 
• that a proper record of the same may be 

In all places where drafts are drawii' 
favour of any mission, if there be funda 
the pusseasion of any auxiliary confer^ 
missionary society, where such mission 
established, the drafts for the support of I 
mission shall bo \ia!\& ^lom 'i;ujl funds : 
there be no auiiiViai'? BO<ivWi, wA -eosaai 
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money belonging to tlie book concern, the 
;boak coramiliee, or preBwIing elders, or 
preaehera, Bimll pay the miasionary drafts 
muB the book money which may be in their 
^Bsion : which drafts, when paid, shall be 
transniitteil to the treasurer at New- York ; 
'iuid in no case, where any such moneys are 
U command, shall the draOa he sent to the 
treasurer in New-York to be paid. 



SECTtON VI. 

Of the Chantrtd Fatal. 

Q»esl. What farther provision shall bo 

nade for the distressed travelling preachers, 

fbr the families of trarelling preachers, and 

fcr the superannuated, and worn out preach- 

s, and the widowti and orphanaof preachers t 

Ansip. There shall be a chartered fund, to 

supported by the voluntary contributiouB 

our friends : the principal slock of which 

■ball be funded under the direction of tru»- 

chosen by the general conference, and 

the interest applied under the direction of the 

neral conference, according to the follow- 

l regulations, viz. 

1. The elders and those who have the over- 
'■ight of circuits, shall be collectors and t&- 
ir^ of Bubacri|ition9,&.r., 6« V\>!wS«'oA. 




S. Themoneyshnll. if possible, 
by bills of exchange, or otherwise, throiighfl 
the means of the posi, to the genera] book I 
steward, who shall paj- il tolhetnisteeBofUi* * 
fiind : otherwise it shall be brought I 
ensuing annual conference. 

3. The interest shaJI be divided into seven- 
teen parts, and each of the annual conferences 
shall have authorilj' to draw one seventeenth 
part out of the fund ; and if in one or more 
conferences, a pan less than one seventeenth 
be drawn out of the fund in any fciven year, 
then in such case or cases, the other annual 
conferences, held in the same year, shall have 
authority, if thpy judge it necessary, to draw 
out of the fimd, such surplus of the interest 
which has not been apjilied by the fiwmefj 
conferences : and the bishops shall bring tt 
necessary information of the state of thcinttf 
rest of the fund, respecting the year in q 
tion, from conference lo conference. 

4. All draas on the charter fund shall b 
made on the piesident of ihe said fund, I. 
order of the annual conference, aiened by tW 
president, and countersigned by the seorett^' 
of the said conference. 

5. The money subscribed for the charters 
fond, may be lodged on proper securitb 

ia the slate;' reapecit^eV^ \tiwVi\<jR\i.'ti»»\« 
aubacribed, undw tte 4wwv\wv A « 
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linng in such Blates reapeclivety : Provided, 
fBch securities ami sucli deputies be proposed, 
MM shail be approved of by ihe trustees ia 
Philadelphia; and the stock in which it is 
proposed lo lo'lge ihe money, be HufftdpnUy 
•roduCtive to give auiisl'ikctiun to Ihe trustees. 

SECTION VII. 



1. The book bueineaa shall be carried on 

in the cily of Npw-York. 

There shall be one editor and general book 
award, ajid an assistant to act und^r bis 

^breclion, both or whom shall be chosen from 

rone the ImvclliMjr preachers, and by virtue 
their appoiiitjicnl shall be members of the 
N«w-York annual conference, to whom io 
.ibe interval of the general conference they 
'■kail be responsible fur thr^ir conduct in the 
ibook business. And the New-York confer- 
!,intheintiTvalof the general conference, 
I have power, if they deem it necessary, 
tn and with the advice and consent of the 
jbishops and book committee, to remove either 
of them ; and in case of removal, death, or 
liguation, to appoint a succesaor to act 
'Qotil the uexi ensuing gener*^ «,cmfc(fofi». 
The editor and geuetal booVSw.'sw'^ *^*- 
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have authorily to regulate the publicatioa^. 
and alt otber parts of the business as theaiato 
of the finances will admit, and the deraaads 
may require. 

It shall be his duty to inform the annual 
conferences, if any of the preacherB or [wi- 
vate menihers of the society neglect to make 
payment. And also, to send a copy of 
the annual exhibit to each of the several 
annual conferences, so as that such exhibitj 
may be laid before said conferences if possi- 
ble at their sessions next succeeding the 
making thereof. 

He shall publish such books and tracts as 
are recommended liy the general conference 
and such as may be approved and recon^ 
mended by an annual conference ; and ht 
may reprint auy book or tract w|iich has once 
been approved and published by us, when at 
his judgment, aud io the judgm eat of the book 
committee, the sama-ought to be leprioted; 
or he may publish any new work not belbrs 
published by us, which shall be approved ai 
recommended by the said comnfittee ; and 
case of tire death or resignation of the editor 
and general bouk-ste<vard, or of the editor ol 
the Christian Advocate and Journal, the 
assistanl shall carry on the concern till thft 
dtting of the next ensuing annual coufbi , 
«ace. No general book-eXAwui «A «d^ is^ 
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tpart- ^M 

ively. ^ 

r tUf ■ 
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the book concern shall serve in that depart- 
raeat for more than eight years aucceaaively. 

2. There shall be also an editor of the 
Christian Advocate and Journal (elected in 
the same way and for the same time as the 
editor and general book-steward,) who shall 
have power if need be, with the advice and 
consentof (he book commillce and hook agents ' 
at New-York, to employ an assistant. He 
shall have charge of the clerks in that depart- 
raenl, and of all business connected with 
it, and ahall be responsible for its due and 
e^cient managemeut. He shall also edit 
and publish the Child's Magazine, Sunday 
!!Choril books and tracts; and ho ex-officio a 
member of the New-York book committee. 

3. The hook committee shall consist of 
five members, four of whom shall be cho^n 
by the New- York annual conference, the 
fiflh to be the editor of the Christian Advo- 
vocate and Journal. 

4. There shall be a book agent, who shall 
reside in Cincinnati, and manage the con* 
cein in the Western Country, under the di- 
rection of the editor at New- York ; and who, 
by virtue of his appointment, shall be a mem- 
ber of the Ohio annual conference, under the 
same regulations by which \.tft ^((j^W» ■«- 
New-Yori are members o^ ftve ■^«w-^»>^- 

annual cnnfereni-.i.. KnA iVtfe 0\«0 «««»*" 
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ence shall appoint a committee of three, 
whose duty it shall be to examine the ac- 
counts of said agent, and report to the said 
conference annually; and in case of the 
death or resignation of the agent, the Ohio 
conference shall have authority to appoint a 
successor until the sitting of the ensaiog 
general conference. 

5. No books shall hereafter be issued mi 
commission^ either from New- York or Cincin 
nati. 

6. Every annual conference shall appoint 
a committee or committees to examine the 
accounts of the presiding elders, preachers, 
and book stewards, in their respective dis- 
tricts or circuits. Every presiding elder, 
minister, and preacher, shall do every thing 
in their power to recover all debts due to the 
concern, and also all the book» belonging to 
the concern, which may remain in the hands 
of any person within their districts or circuits. 
If any preacher or member be indebted to 
the book concern, and refuses to make pay- 
ment, or to come to a just settlement, let him 
be dealt with for a breach of trust, and such 
effectual measures be adopted for the recove- 
ry of such debts as shall be agreeable to the 
direction of the annual conferences respect- 
ively. 

7. At each annual cowfer^nce next ensu- 
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ing the passage of this resolution, the presi- 
ding elders shall deliver inlo the hands of the 
book agRDts, (or book committee of such con- 
ference) for all the books in the several cir- 
- cults and stations in their districts, the re- . 
ceipta of those persons in whose care such 
books shall have been left. After the ap- 
4M>inimenta for the year ensuing have been 
announced, the agents or book committee 
shall give to each preacher, the receipts be- 
longing to his circuit or station, retaining an 
exact acco'.int of the amount called for by 
such receipts which sliall be charged against 
said preacher, and accounted for by him at 
the next annual conference ; provided that the 
several presiding elders shall be at eij^ial lib- 
erty to sell any such books on the same terms 
and principles with other preachers, and shall 
account therefor with the preachers to whom 
they have been charged, or with the agents, 
or the book committees of their respective 
GOD Terences. 

8. The profits arising from the book con- 
cern, after a sufficient capital to carry on the 
business is retained, shall be regularly appli- 
ed to the support of the distressed travelling 
preachers and their families, the widows and 
urphans of prenchera, &,t. "C^c ^fe^eir^ 

Ibook steward shall eveiN ■jeM aeui^o^'*'**^^ 
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dividend which the aeverd annuo] confef 
ences may draw that jear : and each confei' 
ence may draw for their proportionate pu 
on an; person who has book money in hanA 
and the draila with the receipt of the confei 
ence tTiereon, shall be sent to the genen 
book Bteward, and be placed to the credit a 
the person who paid the game. 

9. Any travelling preacher who may pu6 
lish any work or book of his own, shaU b 
lesponsible to his conference lor an; obnca 
ious matter or doctrine therein c ' ' 



SECTION vni. 

Local pTcachers to have an atUneanee in given Cv 

1. Whenever a local preacher fills I 
place of a travelling preacher by the approbir> 
tion of the presiding elder, he shall be paid' 
for bis time, a earn proportional to the ai\ow^ 
ance of a travelling preacher; which euiq 
shall be paid by the circuit at the next qaar 
lerly meeting, if the travelling preacher 
whose place he filled up, were either sick 01^ 
necessarily absent; or, in other cases, out ai 
the allowance of the travelling preacher. 

2. If a local preacher be distressed in hil 
temporal circumstances, on account 
service in the circuit, he may apply to tjW 
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quarterly meeting conference, who may give 
him what relief they judge proper, afler the 
I allowance of the travelling preikchera and of 
their wives, anil all other regular allayancea 
are discharged. 

SECTION ITL. 
Of Slavery. 

Qiusl. What shall be done for the extirpa- 
tion of the evil nf elavery 1 

Answ. I. We declare that we are as much 
as ever convinced of the great evil of slavery : 
therefore no slave holder shall he eligible to 
any official station in our church hereafterj 
where llie laws of the stale in which he lives 
will admit of emancipation, and permit the 
liberated slave to enjoy freedom. 

2. When any travelling preacher hecoTnes 
an owner of a slaie or slaves, by any means, 
he shall forfeit hia ministerial character in ' 
our church, unless he execute, if it be prac- 
ticable, d legal emancipation of such slaves, 
conformably lu the laws of the state in which 
he lives. 

3. Allour preachers shall prudently enforce 
upon our members the necena\vj <A Viijdw.ti'fe 
tbeir slares to read the wotdo\ Qoi-, mA-w* 

a/hiFihem lime to allead apo^ v\ve. ^-^AWk 



. 188 OfSlaoery. Putl 

worship of God on our regular days of divine 
service. 

4. Our coloured preachers and ofiodl 
members shall have all the privileges which 
are usual to others in the district and quth 
terly conferences, where the usages of the 
country do not forbid it. And the presidiig 
elder may hold for them a separate district 
conference, where the number of coloured 
local preachers will justify it. 

5. The annual conferences may employ 
coloured preachers to travel and preach where 
their services are judged necessary ; provid- 
ed that no one shall be so employed witboot 
having been recommended according to tbe 
form of discipline. 
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